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PREFACE

Movenents for social, political and economc upliftnent
of wonen have started in India in the 19th GCentury wunder the
| eadership of prom nent personalities |ike Kandukuri Veeresali ngam
Pant hulu and Raja Ram Mohan Roy in India. |Inspite of Ilegal and
constitutional provisions and guarantees, the status of wonen has
not inproved to the expected extent. This has led to continuous and
concerted efforts to study the position of wonen in all fields of
social activity. Especially since the submssion of the Status
Commttee Report in 1974, there has been a trenendous progress in
wonen's studies. The areas of study include social reform
novenents, wonen's novenents for political and economc rights,
wonen and health, violence against wonen and wonen's political

partici pation.

There has been an increasing realisation that wonen's
political participation has been marginal and that this could be
attributed, anongst others, to absence of adequate institutional
support. In party based denocracies, the role of political parties
i N encouragi ng wonen's political involvenent is very considerable
and in the devel opnment of |leadership roles, including those of
wonen, parties have vital role to play. But precisely in the
recruitment of wonen into |eadership roles, political parties seem
to be showi ng inadequate interest around the world. As all social
problens are related in one way or the other to political decisions
and because | eadership plays key role in decision naking, the
presence of wonen in |eadership position is the pressing need of

the tinme. The purpose of the present study is to examne the



position of wonen's |eadership in political parties in the state of

Andhra Pradesh.

Sampl e :

The sanple for the present study consists of wonen
| eaders of political parties, acadenmcs, |eaders of organisations,
mal e | eaders of political parties and both nen and wonen activists.
The main sanple consisting of these 127 wonen |eaders, who
i ncludes, legislators, nenbers of party executive commttees, and
menbers of party affiliates like nenbers, including presidents,
vi ce-presidents, secretaries of wonen's wings of the parties, and
the trade union wings. The respondents in the sanple are drawn from
the state and district |levels' |eadership. These |eaders belong to
six political parties -- Congress (31), T.DP (33), B.J.P (18),
CP.M(26), CP.1 (13) and CP.1.ML (5). The sanple also includes
a nom nated nenber of the Congress governnent. Qhers who could be
taken as formng part of the controlled sanple include professors
and ot her academ cs, social activists, journalists, forner judges,
party | eaders, nenbers of wonen's organi sations, office bearers of
civil liberties Association and party presidents. As nearly 50

respondents formpart of the controlled sanple.

Met hodol ogy:

The met hodol ogy adopted for the study is scientific. The
tools of analysis include interviews and statistical techniques.
For the purpose of interviewing the wonen |eaders, an exhaustive

schedul e consisting of both closed and open ended questions has



been used. The interviews lasted for 3 to 4 hours and on nany
occasi ons nore than one session has taken place. Since the study is
the first of its kind in the state, the researcher noticed nostly
ent husi asm and at tiroes apprehensions anongst the wonen |eaders in
the sanple. The statistical techniques include Univariate Analysis,
and Linear Miltiple Regression Analysis. The relevance and the
manner of adopting these techniques are noted in the paragraphs
relating to chapterisation . The "T' test is adopted for the
examnation of significance of scores of per ceptions and
performance of the respondents of political parties. To exam ne the
validity or otherwise of the high scores in respect of perception
and performance, the chi-square test is adopted. The data consists
of 29 socio economc and political background variables which are
regarded as independent factors and factors concer ni ng t he

perception (17) and performance (9) are considered as dependent

vari abl es.

CHAPTER SATI ON :

The first chapter deals with femnismas a concept and
novenent with the objective of studying the enphasis that the

femnists gave to the political aspect.

The second chapter is primarily concerned wth wonen's
participation in political process in the United States and in the

United Ki ngdom

In the third chapter, focus is laid on wonen's | eadership

roles in the political process in |ndia.



The socio economc and political background of the
political role incunbents wll have considerable bearing on their
perceptions as well as perfornmance. Hence a study of the background

factors of the respondents constitutes the essence of the fourth

chapter. In this chapter, +the Uivariate Analysis is adopted
graphically and Ilinkages between different factors are al so
exam ned.

Recruitnent is an inportant process through which | eaders
go up the ladder. In the political parties, different recruitnent
patterns are adopted. In the fifth chapter, patterns of recruiting

wonen | eaders are studi ed.

An exam nation of the perceptions of wonen |eaders would
be hel pful for an understanding of their political awareness as
well as their aspirations which influence their participatory
potentialities. |In the sixth chapter, the role perceptions of the
wonen respondents are discussed. In this the Univariafe Analysis is
adopted for party wi se distribution of perceptions. The T test is
used for conparing the scores about the perceptions of respondents
bel onging to six political parties. The Chi-square (xr) test is
adopted to examne the significance of high scores about perception

and perfornmance.

The seventh chapter dealing wth performance of the
respondents gives details of performance in the party activities,
performance in the legislatures and performance in the Anti Arrack
Movenent. The Linear Miltiple Regression Analysis, Univariate

Analysis for linkages and the T test for the examnation of



significance of scores of respondents of six political parties are

used for analysis in this chapter.

In the eighth chapter, adopt i ng Li near Miul tiple
Regressi on Anal ysis, the association between the independent and
the dependant variables is assessed. In addition, with the help of
Correlation Matrix, the relationship within the groups of dependent

and i ndependent variables is studied.

The ninth chapter deals wth the constraints for wonen's
active political participation. An attenpt is also nade in this
chapter to suggest neasures for increasing wonen's role in the

political process and in |eadership positions.



CHAPTER - |

FEMINISM AS WOMEN'S MOVEMENT FOR POLITICAL RIGHTS



Contenporary femnism has attracted the attention of
social scientists, policy makers, admnistrators, activists and
women's organizations. Research regarding modern femnism finds
that it is the outcome of 18th century intellectual and industrial
revolutions. Before trying to understand the term “feminism®, its
origin needs to be noted. The term “feminism” came into English
usage in the 1899°s fromthe French word ‘Feminisme'.2 The terra

fem ni sm appeared for the first time in a book review in 1895 issue
3 4

of the British Journal ‘“Athenaem”, replacing the term “WOMANISM".

That is why femnist novements during the 19th century were called
women's movements on the liberal side and wonen's |iberation
movements on the radical side. Since 1972, wonen's |iberation
movement s have gained nomentum and began to Dbe called “Feminist

Movements .

Def i ning Femini sm:

Fem nism has been defined in different ways. Starting
with opposition towards discrimnation based on sex, femnism has
moved to the status of a wide novement around the world, supporting
the cause of women. According to the Concise Oxford Dictionary
"Fem nism  means advocacy of wonmen's rights on grounds of equality
of sexes. The Encyclopaedia of Britanica defines feminism as the
belief that women are equal to nen; should have right to vote, to

hold public office and to go to college and to work on the same job

7 . . .
as men. This inplies that men and wonen should have opportunities



of enjoying rights and sharing of responsibility in all walks of
human life. According to the Columbia Encyclopedia, 'femnismis a

novenent for political, social and educational equality of wonen

Q

and men. This nmakes clear that nen and wonen should be treated as
human bei ngs. Absence of equal treatnent has led to a novenent by

the discrimnated sex.

The Iliberal thinkers and the wutilitarian have also
t hought on the above lines. Mary Wollstonecraft in her wvindication
of rights of women speaks of equality of nen and wonen. J.S. MII
and others feel that because of the coommon nature as free human

bei ngs, nen and wonen are to be treated as equal s.

Juliet Mtchel, one of the well known witers of
femnism says that femnismdiscovered wonen as a di stinct special
group, a group whose identity is womanhood. In understanding
femnism witers like Juliet Mtchel, Boul by Rachel and @Gl lop

10

Jane~~ are guided by gender as well as psychol ogi cal factors. Hence

their explanations could al so be considered as psycho-analytical.

Maim Attal ah's book women . gives details of what
wonen speak of femnism Fem nismenables one to understand it from
wonen's point of view Sone noteworthy opinions are given here
under. Anna D ckson feels that femnism is not a conplenent.
Because of nedia, femnismequals man hater, lesbhianism ugly and
common protester. To her, feminism should be viewed as a political

aspect and can be applied to nen as well and nen can be



feminists’ . Rebecca Fraser dislikes the idea of femnism if it

12 Lady Anabel Gold Smth categorizes wonen

Is threatening to men.
of different countries adopting femnism In her opinion, American
wonen were aggressive and lost their femnity and French wonen
continue to achieve what ever they want to. Wile retaining
femnity, English wonen are nore influenced by the Anericans rather
than by the French. The Latins tend to keep their feminity.13 So

femnismhas been shaped in accordance wth different social

conditions in different stages.

N cky Hart is of the view that femnism should not
exclude nen, but wonen wanting to be alone should get self
confidence. She pleads for the co-existence of nen and women. 4 To
Bl anthe Lucas, feminism really neans being fair to wonen and giving
themthe sane place in society as to men.15 Jenny Lumet says that
fem nism has nade sone people think that being a fenmale is a
burden. The ultimate femnismwould be for a woman to succeed by
thinking intuitively. She says that the femnists and effects of
femni sts movemente are to be balanced.16 Susan Mc Henry goes
further saying that ‘my femnismis not just the gender thing, it
is also race, clan and caste'. Susan stresses on the need for a

democratic change in society and feels that any novenent shoul d not

lead to division. L

Bel Mooney in the 1988°s dismsses the very idea of
femnism due to the bad nane it got on account of extrem sts. She

is apt in saying that radical femnists have extrene views and

18

schenes. Femnismis a very human novenent and it is also a



femal e trad© uni on novenent for Mully Parkin. Penny Perrick’'s idea
Is that feminism should aim at equal opportunities in every aspect
of life irrespective of sex. She is against radical fem nism which

rejects males. These two opinions are humanistic.lg

Fem ni sm Cat egori sed:

Feminism has evol ved over the years with sone ideol ogies,
whi ch has not al ways been even. Feminism with ideology as the base,
could be classified into Social WIlfare Femnism Reasonable
Femnism Radical Femnism Mlitant Femnism Qultural Femnism

Mar xi sts Fem ni sm and Soci ali st Fem ni sm

As is widely known, femnismas a self conscious novenent
with sone elenents of organisation energed by 1818 in Britain and
by 1820 in Anerica. In these countries, femnist novenents could
achieve the right to vote and equal status at which femnism
chiefly ained. Since it ained at a sinple cause, this kind of
fem nismhas been called as reasonable femnism This reasonabl e-

femnismis the first wave fem ni sm 20

Radi cal fem nism has gained considerable inportance in
the second half of the 20th century. The defining feature of it 1is
its insistence that sex is the fundanental factor of division of
society. Exploitation of biological difference between sexes 1is
terned by the radical feminists as nal e dominance. To them nale
dom nance, otherwi se known as patriarchy, is said to be prevalent

where nen have the ability to exploit biological differences



21

bet ween the sexes. Patriarchy has often been used as the central

22 So the

concept to understand the nature of wonens  oppression.
radicals have laid stress on the need to root out the wevil of
wonen's oppression. They want to adopt a revolutionary nethod for
goal achievenent. They are not for reforms, but for wonen's
integration, to act as potential sisters. Despite the unique

strategies and techniques, radical femnism contains conflicting
23

tendencies. Sem-radical femnists characterize them as pro-wonen
and argue that wonen are to explore their own potentials. Radical

femnists regard wonen even as superior to nen.

Sone radi cal femnists have cal | ed t hensel ves
revolutionary and terned their approach as cultural femnism
Marxi st femnism is based on Mrxist political theory. These
femnists are of the belief that class struggle is the prinmary
activity aimng at overthrowing the capitalist system and the
fem ni st novenent should carry on only fromthe point of the class

struggle. They also believe that femnist groups should work

together to explore the autonony of ideology.24

Mlitant femnismis known for its distinct techniques.
These femnists use nodern propaganda and techniques I|ike street
mar ches and processions, banners and floats and head lines hitting
publicity. They also circulate news papers and picture nagazines.
In pursuit of votes for wonen, they practise civil disobedience.
They Dbelieve in the principle of no taxation W thout
representation. Mlitancy is shown by defiance of governnent and

| aw. However, mlitant femnism where ever adopted, has confined



itself only to the mnority sections.

Lawrence A. Bobb identifies another type of femnism
which in India is called Brahma Kumaris feminism. He says that
femnismcan be seen as a product of different cultures and argues
that "will to be free " can be nourished in different ways by
different cultures. Brahma Kumari's concept of the word is an idea
of human alienation that draws its strength fromthe inmge of women
as victins of corrupt institutions. This version of predicanment
however, differs sone what from the one portrayed by Western
femnists. This group of fem nists concentrate on sexuality, rather
than on the exigencies of child bearing and house keeping, as the
significant factor in wonen's subordinati on. They gave i nportance
to the divine famly through which liberation can be achieved from

the injustice of this world. So the fact would remain that fem nism

Is essentially indigenous. Brahma Kumaries fornulated their order

by utilizing elenents fromw thin their own traditions.27

It can be now be said that there exist recognizable
di fferences between various groups of femnists. Sone would give
preference to ideology, others plead for the status of wonen, while
sone others are agai nst patriarchy. Yet sone other feminists are
more concerned about the techniques to be adopted in achieving the
goal s. However, one should accept WIliamWald' s opinion that equal
rights for wonen are vital ingredients. Moreover a recognition,
realization and self confidence about equal rights are essential

particularly anong the two sexes.



Feminist Movements Around the Wrl d:

Femnist novenent had its origin in the French
Revol ution, when the Wnen's Republican dubs denanded that
|iberty, equality and fraternity be applied regardless of sex. The
French Revolution in turn, inspired wonen to think in terns of

wonen's |iberation. In 1792, "Vindication of Rights of Wnen", the

70

femnists docunent was witten by Mry Wollstonecraft. Vari ous
thinkers started exploring the required social and political
changes, if the idea of equality were to becone a reality. Fem ni st
novenents and theories of the 18th and 19th centuries were |largely
liberal in inspiration and are based on clains of justice and

fai rness.

Fem ni sts Mvenent in Anerica;

Feminism as a novenent becane active in Anmerica earlier
than any other part of the world. Even Europeans |ooked to Anerica
for alead. This is the reason why every fem ni st novenent was, up
to a degree, considered as an imtation of the American femnist
novenent. Even though the | egal and econom c position of women was
better in Arerica than el se where, wonen's rights and opportunities
were very limted. At the beginning of the 19th century, there was
no higher education for wonen and they played no part in
professions. Inequality was very nuch evident in the occupational
structure which was the fundanental determnant of individuals'
class position and was the back bone of cl ass structure.

Qccupational structure was again directly linked to the educati onal



system Legal redress was possible only in sonme parts of North

America.

The idea of partnership with wonen in nmany spheres of
|ife was gradual ly superseded by the "cult of wonmanhood", in which
the true mddle class wonen were depicted as pious, delicate,

subm ssive, donesticated and pure.30

Fem ni st ideologies were
materialized through canpaigns to «correct prostitutes and to
pronote tenperance as early as the 183@°s and 1848°s. A substanti al
fem ni st novenent began in the United states where wonen involved
t hensel ves in the novenent to abolish slavery in the 1838°s. Three
hundred nen and wonen attended the fanmous convention held at
Senecca Falls in 1848. Twel ve resolution of which wonen's suffrage

31 The Senecca Falls

formed a very inportant one were passed.
Convention was the first collective action for change in the

position and rights of wonen.

Femnist political action in the United States has gone
through a cyclic nature in the past 140 years. This cyclic pattern
could be divided into three phases- the first phase occurring
between 1848 and the Gvil War, the second phase between the 1800
and 1920 and the third from 1962 to the present.

At the beginning of the first phase of the feminist
novenent, femnists focused on the suffrage issue. Two nain

suffrage associations were led by Elizabeth S. Carton and Susan B.

33

Ant hony. Social fem nism that is the inwvglvement of the wonen in

reformng directly benefited wonen. By the 188@°s The National



Women's Suffrage Associ ati on became more respectable and by 1890 it
nerged with the Anerican Wnen's Suffrage Association to form the
Nati onal Anerican Wnen's Suffrage Association. Elisabeth S. Carton
and Susan B. Anthony thought that the fight for women®s right now

had to be waged by wonen al one.

In the first two decades of the 20th century, mlitant
fem ni sm becane active. The suffrage novenent itself entered the
mlitant phase. Carrie Champmann’s skillful |eadership secured in
1920 entitled wonen to vote in the national as well as in the state

elections.34

The public at |large presuned that wonen's enanci pation
had been achieved and the result was that femnismhad subsi ded but

it did not disappear.

The outcone of the first phase of femnismin Anrerica was
the new ideology of equality. The energence of liberalism and
capitalisminspired wonen to apply for equal rights and doctrine to
t hensel ves. There by wonen were freed from nmany donestic fenale
functions. But working class wonen renmained wth the burden of
double shift. In the opinion of ONeil the wupper class and the
educated mddle class |aunched and dom nat ed the wonen's

35

novenent . They were nore consci ous about wonen's narrow ng sphere

and the nman's expandi ng one.

During the second phase of femnism in Anerica between
1920 and 1960, when fem nismwas supposedly dead, the descendants
of the suffragists poured much of their energy into education and

enpl oynent. They earned greater proportion of advanced degrees. But



during the 194¢0's and 195@ s the proportion of wonen in the |abour
force continued to climb. In this phase equal rights fem nismwas
repl aced as pointed by Banks, by welfare femnism or reasonable
feminism. During the days of depression, the femnist novenent
supported wel fare neasures to alleviate poverty, and the femnists

: : 37
were al so involved in peace novenent.

| n respect of social status, during the 19852°s there was
a sharp rise in the enploynent of married wonen coupled wth the
| ong term decline in the fertility rate.38 In the opinion of Rossi,
1961 coul d be suggested as the beginning year of the marker, 1966
as the transition to the second phase and 1972 as the standing

power of that transition to the third phase.39

It is inportant to note that the second wave of feminism
has not addressed itself to political qguesti ons and has
characteristically ignored questions of citizenship. But it was
primarily the wonen's party that pursued the question of equal
rights. The larger NAWA becane the |eague of wonen voters,
concentrating on wonen's civil education and worked for welfare

| egi sl ati on.

The National Organisation of Wonen, played a central role
in wonen's liberation novenent. Under the first president Friedon,
NOW adopt ed conventional patterns of organisation. Though primarily
oriented towards equal rights, its platform has always included
radi cal el enent s, reflecting in particul ar its changi ng

relationship with the wonen's novenent as a whole. NOWNat its 1967

10



conference, denmanded not only | ncreasi ng equal enpl oynent
opportunities but also |l|egislation accepting or | egal i si ng
abortions. After the withdrawal of conservative nenbers from the
NON the progressive wonen forned the wonen's Equality Action
League in 1968. This league concentrated on Ilegal and economc

aspects of equal opportunities.42

The National Oganisation of
VWnen clainmed a nenbership of 50,000 and 500 Ilocal chapters by
1973. Fromthen on it started supporting the decrimnalisation of

prostitution and the rights of | esbians.

Anot her inportant organi sation was the National Wnen's
Political Careers, a non partisan organisation founded in 1971 to
function as a pressure group for greater representation of wonen
and wonen's rights and issues in the nmainstream of both the
Republ i can and Denocratic parties. In the 1972 political party
conventions the nunber of wonen del egates increased- Denocrats from
13% to 39% and the Republicans from17%to 30% and these wonen
gave weight to femnist political pressure.43 Subsequently, the
nunber of women’s organi sations increased giving support to the
ERA. Femnist novenent at its National Conference at Hguston in
1977 was seen as a disaster or as a nanifestation of robust
political health. There were differences of ideological tendencies.

NOVN and ERA canpaigns could, for specific purposes, bridge these

di vi si ons.
The third wave femnismwhich started from 1968°s has
several inportant events at the beginning itself. The publication

of Friedon's "The Femnine Mystique' in 1963 was a significant

11



mar ker, as enornous response was there among the Anerican wonen in
the years following its publications. Another event was the
formati on of Kennedy Comm ssion, a Status Commssion of wonen in
1961 and publication of its final report 'Anerican Wnen' in 1963.
Followi ng these two markers, the National GOuganisation for Wnen

(NON was founded in 1966.

Feminist Movement inN Great Britain:

British femnismwas chronologically the second after the
Anerican novenent to emerge in an organised form |t dates back to
185@°s though a few organisations were founded earlier whose

inplications were femnist in character.44

In Britain, femnist
| deas spread anong women in the 184@0°s. The first recognisable
wonen's suffrage panphl et was published in 1847 by Anne Knight, a
quaker and the first suffragi st organi sation, Sheffield Association
for Female Suffrage was fornmed in md 1851. But as an organi sed
novenment, femnismenerged in the md 1850°s a decade later than in
Anerica. The suffrage question cane to the fore fromthe md 186@°s
and particularly/ followwng the defeat of J.S. MIll's attenpt to
get wonen included in the provisions of 1867 ReformAct. This |ed

45 I'n

to the formation of the National Society for Wnen's Suffrage.
fact MIIl's Subjugation of Wnen had an incalculable influence on
femnism A nost every where social femnism began to flourish
taking forns simlar to those in Arerica. Under the influence of
Josephine Butler, a big canmpaign was |aunched agai nst prostitution.
In 1857, the Dvorce Act was passed. As these reforns were in

progress, opportunities were also expanding in the field of

12



education. In 1866 female suffrage movement presented to parli anment
a petition signed by 1,499 wonen denmanding that suffrage reform
t hen under consideration include votes for wonen. The | eadi ng woman

until 1890 was Lydia Becker. *°

Enmma Patterson founded the British Trade Union League in
1873. It was l|led successfully by WMiry Macarthor, its secretary.
After 1903, various women's organisations were |aunched. The
suffrage novenent under the National Union of Wnen's Suffrage
Societies inclined towards the Ii beral party.47 The conservatives
several tines voted against the female suffrage biIIs.48 As a
result, Wnen's Social and Political Union cane into existence as a
Radi cal Fem nist Wng. By 1910, its prom nent |eader Ms. Pankhur st
| aunched a fanobus canpaign of direct action, but it went 1in vain.

During the First World War, a group of femnists intended to

support the governnment, if their demands are conceded, while the

other group extended unconditional support. Despite t hese
49

differences, fem nismat the end of the war was still vigorous.

The British fem nist novenent by the 1900 s becane not only large
and vigorous but also radical and successful. Its tactics which
I ncl uded frequent nmarches through the streets and denpnstrations in
the open air were nore daring than those of any other fem nist
organi sations outside the U S A

Suffrage to the British Whnen was granted in two phases-
to those aged 30 or above in 1918 and to all adults in 1928. This
gave nore life to British femnismin the 1920°s. 0O°Neil suggests

that British femnismgrew nore radical than the American Fem nism
in the first decades of the twentieth century.SO
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In British, the WWPU disintegrated after 1919. The
National Union of Wnen's Suffrage Society was renamed as National
Union of Societies of Equal Ctizens. If continued to press for
equal rights. The drive to extend the vote to wonen under thirty
was its central activity. But wth considerable [|abour party
support, femnists also secured a significant extension of wonen's
rights. Wnen obtained equal rights to divorce and to the custody
of children. In the place of mlitant femnism both in Britain and
Arerica, welfare femnismprevailed in the 1830°s. Followi ng the
Second Wrld War, nost of the femnist in Britain came to Dbelieve
that a new society in which there was the equality of sexes was

institutionalized and narriage was concei ved as partnership.

It is evident that in the 1950 s the contradictions in
wonen's role multiplied and intensified. Conti nuously  wonen
experienced roles strains, with the expansion of higher education
for wonen in 1960°s. As Rossi pointed out, unattached wonen played
a central role in wonen's rights novenent because of that relative
| ndependence fromnen. Since 1960 the age of narriage has noved up.

The birth rate was dropped and the divorce rate has risen. o1

It is interesting to note that, since the 1960 s British
wonen began reenphasi zing on equal political rights. My younger
wonen especially students got involved in politics, Ilike in
canpai gn for nuclear disarmanent and Vietnam solidarity canpaign.
In 1969, the National Joint Action Conmmttee for Wnen's Equal
R ghts was forned. It drew the attention of Marxist groups like the

International Marxi st G oup. However, the British Goups |acked
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conti nuous coordination mechanism other than conferences and
publications and particularly Spare Rib a periodical | aunched in
1972. At the 1975 conference in Manchester, it was agreed to
del egate, to a conmttee, responsibilities between the conferences
and that commttee cane to be knowmm as WRES (Wnen Information
Reternal and Enquiry Service ). After the circulation of Sheila
Jeffney's paper A Need for Revolutionary Fem nisni, mlitants

cal l ed thensel ves revol utionary fem’nists.52

Women’s Movement in Erstwhile U S. S. R.

During the Tsarist Reginme, conditions were not favorable
for the devel opnent of the fem nist novenent. 19th century Russi a,
governed by the authoritarian Tzar, was overwhelmngly rural and
peasant in structure. Expression of fem nism everywhere was only
literary.
The feminist novenent in Russia was nore than usually
i solated from nen. Russian fem ni st movement enmer ged from
St.Petersburg and Moscow. Mariya Trubri kona (1835-97), daughter of
one of the aristocratic dembrist revolutions of 1825, derived her
fem nism from reading western literature and personal contact wth
Josephine Butler whom she net in England in the 186@ s. Fem ni st
groups and organisations in Russia were encouraged by a letter of
support from John Stuart Mill. It was the non-Russian Iliterature
that inspired wonen's cooperatives in this country. By 1895,
Russi an Wonen's Miutual Benefit Society was fornmed to concentrate
on philanthropic causes. It helped to devel op a fem ni st

consci ousness anong its members.
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Russi an feminist movement WwWhich began as a moderatc
novenent connected with the philanthropic society in the 1860 s
underwent a transition to nore radical ains and tactics after the
revol ution of 1905. Radical feminism was unable to energe until the
1905 revol ution because of the extrenely repressive attitudes of
the authoritarian Tzarist regi ne. The Russian fem ni st novenent of
the 186@ s was subjected to repeated frustration at the hands of
the authorities. however, the social denocrat s and  soci al
revolutionaries believed in fenale equality. The novenent carried
its work of protection of working nothers. However, wonen played a
mnor role in the Social Denocratic Party. Bolsheviks led by Lenin

paid nore attention to the recruitnent of wonen into the party. But

Bol shevi ks regarded that the emanci pation of wonen was sonething

the world had to wait until the conpletion of the revolution.53

Since the tine of Kruschev, there has been a steady
stream of resolutions <calling for the inportance of female
participation in the political process. During the 1970 s, there
was evidence of a renewal of concern. Breznev, in a speech on 23rd
Feb, 1981 at his last Congress said " It has to be acknow edged
that so far not all possibilities are being used to pronote wonen
to executive posts”. MKkhail Gorbachev also added to this point on
6 March, 1986, saying that "nore wonen should be vigorously
pronoted to party posts". In spite of the stress on the pronotion
of wonen by the | eaders, wonen's political education was not up to
the mark. In the USSR the sexual division of |abour exist«@ which
gives wonen the nmajor responsibility for the famly. Traditional

attitudes t owar ds WoIren persi sted and fenal e political
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consci ousness still fell below that of nen. Mbreover, wonen's
54

own
attitudes presented psychol ogical barriers. However , from
Kruschev's tinmes, wonen started involving thenselves in social

activities. There is a wonmanly social organi sation called
“Zhensovety’, which involved wonen workers in social activities and
hel ped to organi se public services. The Zhensovety appeared to have
had the nost success in nobilising wonen around the political and

soci 0-econom ¢ decisions of the party and the state.55

Zhensovety tried to inprove the lives of wonen, acting as
a pressure group in the working places. |t frequently intervened to
| nprove wonen's wor ki ng conditions. However, the nain achievenent
had been to help wonen believe in their own strength and devel op
the relationship anong them Their growh helped to educate wonen
towards collectivism friendship and nutual support. Even though
Zhensovety was organi sed as a wonen's wing for the cause of wonen,

it was not as independent as the western wonen's organi sations.
Fem ni st Movenent in India:

Taking the lead from the early efforts, some Indian
wonen began to work for the cause of wonen. Anong the early
prom nent wonen reformsts nention should be nade of Panditha
Ramabhai and Ramabhai Randey along with a host of nmen |like Raja Ram
Mohan Rby.57 In the 20th century, the contribution of Gandhiji

towards the enmanci pation of wonen is worth noticing. Witing in
“The Young India" in 1926, Gandhiji said "the custom of child

marriage is both a moral as well as a physical evil; ordinarily a
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girl under eighteen years shall and never be given in nmarriage."
Gandhi ji boldly opposed the social evils that roan has nade hinself
responsi ble. None is so degrading, so shocking or to brutal as his

abuse of the better of hunmanity to the fenale sex, not the weaker

co

sex. " Through his witings, Gndhiji tried to generate right
t hi nki ng anong the people. Gandhiji nmade the Indian wonman into a

person who is respecting and self confident.

In respect of wonen taking lead for the cause of other
wonen, the establishnment and functioning on the Wnen's |ndian
Association could be regarded as the first attenpt to organise
worren on an all India basis. Started by Annie Beasant and Margar et
Cousins on May 8th, 1917, this organisation developed 48 branches

59 The main

with a nenbership of 2700 by 1921 and 3000 by 1928.
obj ectives of the Wnen's India Association were to present to
women their responsibility as the daughters of India;, to secure for
wonen the right to be elected and to bring women into a group for
the purpose of self devel opnent and education. In 1917, +the WIA

submtted a nenorandumto Montague, the Secretary of State for

India,requesting extension of franchise to wonen of other dom nions

of the British Errpire.60

| n August 1919 the WA decided to send representatives to
England to work for female franchise. Ms and Mss MA Tata
followed by Sarojini Naidu submtted the statenent regarding fenale
franchise to the Joint Select Commttee. As fenmale franchise was
regarded as a donestic subject, it was left by the parlianent to be

decided wupon by the provincial legislative council. But | t
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ted an opportunity for the |eading women in credit for this
=nt goes to Ms. Annie Beasant, Ms Sarojini Naidu, Ms
3ta and Miss Mthan Lam Bar-at-law whose argunents were.

vincing to the members of parlianent. oL

Oh the 22nd and 23rd of April 1924 a National Convention

Al | ahabad adopted a resolution to strive for equal rights
on

nd wonen to the incorporated in the constitution. The WIA
ve like a pressure group and it had its Ilinks wth the

.ional Wnen's Suffrage Al li ance.

Anot her wonen's organization, the Al India Wnen's
ce, which cane into existence in 1929 nainly canpai gned for
eforms such as the Sarada Bill and for Wnen's Franchi se.
S during the 1920 s and 1930 s trenendous change occurred
onmen's novenent in |ndia. The novenent consisted of

| adi es and Maharanies and these personalities were well
ed wth the Congress. The Al India Wnen's Conference
or the pronotion of wonen's education and for the welfare
and children. It had taken up problens of the national

and by 1948, the mddle class and working wonen had come

64
This is a very far reachi ng devel opnent.

The constitution of independent |India recognized the

of sexes. Towards enmancipation of women, the Indian
=nt passed progressive |egqgislations which included the H ndu
~ Act 1955, the Hndu Succession Act 1956, the Hi ndu

and Quardian Act in 1956, the Suppression of | nmoral

19



Traffic Act in 1956 and the Prohibition of Dowy Act in 1956. There
are other acts like the BEqual Wages Act, the Dowy Prohibition Act
1961, the Special Marriage Act 1964, entitling wi dows and divorced
wonen to remarry, the Medical Termnation of Pregnancy Act 1972 and
the Child Marriage prohibition Act 1976. The governnent propagated
the Equal Remuneration Act (ERA) in 1976.

The above discussion nakes clear that the femnist
novenents in the US , USSR W and India initially focused nore on
their denmand for social and economc equality based on gender. The
political aspect, though visible, has not received first priority.
In the recent decades, femnists have laid greater stress on
political equality, quantitative and qualitative, as t he
prerequisite for other kinds of equality. It would be wuseful to
give details of the concept of political equality. Political
equality is having equal opportunities in public affairs. Equality
i s based on commonalty of needs. Therefore political equality neans
that all citizens should enjoy equal political rights wthout

limitations.

Enjoying political equality is the need of every citizen.
Bef ore feminism has gai ned ground, wonen were deprived of political
equality and they did not possess independent political status. In

Engl and and Anerica, narried wonmen were not recognized as persons.

Legal existence of wonen is suspended and incorporated into the

67

husband. | ndi an wonen also were naided in the sanme way on the

| i nes of Manu's doctri nes.
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In the process of enmancipation of wonen, political
equality was considered as the last step. That is why Von Hippel
ains at the inconclusiveness of wonen in the “Rights of Man'. |If
wonen are recognised as the fellow citizens of nen, then the public
status of nen can be changed. The sane argunents was expressed by

Wl | stonecraft during the French RF,-volution.flft

Anong the efforts nade by wonen to nobilise and
i nvol ve woren in the political process especially in the electoral
process, nention should be nade of wonen's parties established in
different countries in 20th century. |In Geat Britain, Canada
France, Ireland, Belgium Germany, Spain, Italy, Israel, US,
Argentina, Chile, Australia, Japan, Malaysia, Korea, Philippines
and now in Russia since 1993, wonen's parties got established. Wth
the scarce data avail abl e about these parties, analysts have found
that sone of them have been successful, but none of them have been
long lasting. The nmain objective of the early wonen's parties |Iike
those in Britain, Canada, U S. A, Argentina and Australia is to get
the vote for wonen. Since the 70 s of this century, women’s parties
energed as a result of growing dissatisfaction with the I|imted
nunber of women in elected offices and the scant attention paid by
the politicians to wonen's concerns. The Norwegian Wnen's Party,
the Wnen's Party of Netherlands and exanple of such parties. The
Femnists Party of Canada, the wonen's party in Russia called Wnen
of Russia could be also be nentioned. In Russia the wonen's party
got nore than 8% of the total vote in the recent election
(1993-94). Wether wonen's parties are a successful strategy to get

nore wonen elected is a big question. Success depends on their
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| deol ogy, choice of interests, quality of |eadership, interaction
with the wonen's organi sations and other factors. Only when a
wonen's party can show that wonen's interests have their own
political inplications and rel evance for political decision making,
it will be able to attract and nobilise the fenale electorate.
However, sharing of responsibility and participation in decision
maki ng by both the sexes in the political parties is a nore
feasi bl e arrangenent for realizing the goals of any system In the
opinion of Wsula it is not sufficient if political equality is
granted. Wnen should also have the capacity and conpetence to

participate in public affairs.69

To Barbara Rogers, the public issues are being defined
by the political parties as entirely raen's issues and wonen are
reduced to choose anong policies. Hence it is to be understood that
political equality is an opportunity where by people can
participate in policy making and formng political parties and

| eadi ng t hem

Fem ni sts inm Andhra Pradesh:

The above woul d suggest that femnism as a political
novenent has not been wuniformly active around the world. The
femnists have fought for political equality of wonen. Absence of
institutional support like that of political parties is one of the
strong hindrances for the active involvenent of wonen in politics
and for the assunption of |eadership roles. In this context, the

views of some promnent femnists in the state of Andhra Pradesh
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could be mentioned. The witer has interviewed a nunber of
promnent wonen in the state and also consulted femnist
literature. In the state of Andhra Pradesh, the strong femnist
organisations led by women thenselves |ike Asmitha, Abhyudaya
Samakhya, Strisakti Sanghatana, Progressive Organisation of Wnen,
Denocrati c Wnen's Associ ation, Andhra Mahila Sabha are dedicated
to the cause of wonen. Sone organisations chiefly led by nen, Ilike
t he Bhagavat hul a Charitable Trust, Jana Vignana Vedika. A P QGuvil
Li berties Association are also concerned about the uplift of wonen.
Very recently sonme of the above organi sations are canpaigning for
the active participation of wonen in the political process. An
organi sation, whose main objective is that of encouraging wonen
fromlocal to national level politics, called/ &tate €Committee of
Nomen fromthe Panchayat to Barliament emerged in 1995; Since 1980
nore inportantly in 1986°s wonen's involvenent in politics,
canpaign, political parties, representative institutions and
deci sion nmaking structures is felt to be the need of the day.
Vasant ha Kannabhiran, a commtted femnist says that no inportance
is attached to wonen's experiences while framng political
| deol ogi es. Hence the programmes of political parties based on such
| deologies will not be conducive to wonen's developnent. She
strongly feels that wonen's experiences in daily life, their
t houghts and desires are to be analysed for getting a right
perspective about wonen and that it is necessary to frane
| deol ogi es, giving right place to wonen's experiences, aspirations

70 Arguing that “personal is political' a self declared

and needs.
socialist femnist and writer, Volga says that experience 1is

personal and it has its relation to ideology. Continuing her
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argunent, she says that influence of patriarchy 1is higher over
mddl e class and hence wonman get 1less opportunity for political

partici pation. She S agai nst expl oi tation and gender

71

discrimination and patriarchy and supports these evils. Echoi ng

Vol ga's vi ews, Vasantha Kannabhiran says that fem nism explains the
politics of gender and it is a neans to search answers to certain
questions relating to gender disorimination.72 In &an attenpt to
bring out the differences between femnists and nmass organi sations
(non-femni st organisations), K Lalitha of Anveshi points out that
the forner observe denocratic principles and the Ilater are
hierarchical. Hence wonen are denied of |eadership roles in

political parties and other organisations. In her opinion wonen's

| eadership in all organisations is necessary to solve several

problems.

The femnists in the state in general, believe that the

political parties are nale domnated and they do not work for

73 Hence femnists are against participation in

soci al change.
| egi sl atures. Dr. Rampalli Anasuya feels that political parties do
not give proper training to wonen. Hence womensS |eadership is not
devel oped. An interesting statenent given by Aparna, a prom nent
| eader of the Progressive Oganisation of Wonen, is that attitude
of femnists in general to keep thenselves away fromnen is wong.

It is the patriarchy that is to be attacked. She favours active

i nvol venent of femnists in wonen's novenents for achieving the

: : : : : . 74
goal of emancipation of wonen in the right direction.
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Femnists in Andhra Pradesh are in favour of superseding
the hierarchies, achieving women's solidarity and development of
wonen's studies movement which have also been supported by
prom nent wonen |eaders |like Devaki Jain and Maitrei Krishna Reddy
of AIl India Wnen's Associ ation. As suggested at the d obal Summt
of Wonen in 1992 by femnist |eaders of states like Mary Robinson
of Ilreland, Ilgdris Finbogalloir of Ireland, the need for
identification of a femnist nethod to evaluate the status of wonen

& The need for comng out

is also felt by the femnists in India.
of barrier, while fight against barrier is realised. The  obal
Summit of Wdnen and Political Leadership held at Taipei, Taiwan,
February 1994, reenphasised on the need for increased efforts for
nobi | i sing wonen around the world for sharing political power and

responsi bility and decision nmaking with nen.
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CHAPTER-II

POLITICAL LEADERSHIP ROLES OF WOMEN IN UK. AND USA.



A study of the role of wonen in political parties and
| eadership positions in the US A and UK is very inportant because
the first of these is one of the biggest denocracies and the second
is the oldest denocracy in the world. Mdern political thinkers
usual |y conpare these two states or anyone wth these two for
understandi ng the extent and nature of participation in political
parties or in leadership roles. In both the countries, denocratic
systens are adopted. Though two party systemis a common feature in

these systens, the origins of political parties differ.

VWnen's Leadership in Anerican Political Parties:

The origins of political parties in the US could be
traced to the energence of Federalists and Republicans in 1790's.
Subsequently two parties -Denocratic and Republican have evol ved.
In the opinion of WIlliam N  Chanbers, the parties in Anerica
performed well by dealing wth nmgjor pr obl ens, popul ar
participation in a constitutional manner and so throughout the
political system political business was nanaged as the parties
brought up new | eaders. However, the denocratic bent on the
devel opnent of Anerican parties found expression in the manner in
which the parties perfornmed political functions. Anerican party
| eaders devel oped unusual skills in their group adjustnent and
conbi nation, in conpromse, in aggregating as well as nobilising
interests and in practical rationalisation of political nethods and

pr ocesses. ?
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O ganisati on:

Political parties in the United States are unique. Their
structure, nenbership and recruitnent patterns differ from
other western political party systens. \Wstern parties are
descri bed as nass parties, having mass nenbership, where as parties
in the United States are described as sem -mass parties. The cadre
parties have different characteristics conpared to nass nenbership
parties. In the United States, different types of participation of

people is considered as association to the party.

In sone states, the voter enrolls with a party in the
voter registration process. The voter assigns to hinself a party
I dentification. Volunteers and participants in t he el ection
canpai gn are also considered as party identifiers. Robert A  Blank
classifies |eaders and five other participants in the U S.. They
are general supporters, party identifiers, primary voters, nenbers
and workers.3 Janes 0. Wlson Ilimts party nenbership only to
| eaders, workers and nenbers.4 In the opinion of Sanuel Eldersveld

primarily all are to be treated as merrbers.5

Sone inportant organisations such as Young Wnmen' s
Christian Organisation, Nati onal Association of Business and
Prof essional Wnen's CCub, Wnen's Wir Council, the Gener al
Federation of Wmnen's Cub and nore inportantly the National
Organi sation of Wnen founded in 1966 by Betty Feidman and twenty
seven other wonen. Contributed to raise in the subsequent decades

the demand for equal political and other rights becane nore
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vigorous. During Reagan's admnistration, a new R ghts Myvenent was
started in 1982 and consequently during the elections of the sane
year, 59% of wonen's votes went to the Denocrats as compared to 38%

of votes to the Republicans.

In spite of certain limtations, it was only by the tine
of Reagan's admnistration that wonen attained nore top |eadership
positions than before. Three cabinet |evel positions were held by
wonen in 1984. Margaret Heclar becane the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Elizabeth Hansford Dole was the Secretary for
Transport and Jeanne Kirk Patrik served as the U.N. Anbassador. Two
wonen Nancy Li ndon Kassebaum and Poula Haukins were the Senators in
U S A during that period. Wuatever positions were held, these
wonen | eaders cane fromthe upper strata and upper social origin.
They had their education in prestigious private colleges and earned
either Master's or Doctorate degree or Law degree. \Vonen |eaders
earned advanced degrees conpared to the nale | eaders. This strongly

supports the argunent that wonen need nore education than nen to

o

conpete effectively for top positions. Leadership of wonen has
been less visible in the executive branch than in the Congress. In
the Reagan's admnistration, wonen held a nunber of seni or
admni strative positions, but they did not deal wth wonen's
| ssues. Failure of wonen's |eadership in executive departnents was
found during this period as far as policies of women are concerned.
This is mainly because wonen | eaders were not having institutional
mandate to address wonen's issues. During 1980-86, lowpriority was

given to wonen's issues in the Congress. This shows a conservative
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outl ook, which did not last |Iong. The Denocratic recapture of the

Q
Senate in 1986 weakened Reagan's adm nistration.

VWnen =FPolitical Parties:

As far as wonen's role and nenbership in Anerican party
systemis concerned, there has been sone change of situation in the
years imediately following World War Il. The educational system
and political systemgot trenendously changed. Attenpts have been
made to constitute wonen's divisions within both the parties. but
surprisingly in 1952 itself, those wonen's divisions wthin the
party were abolished. It was thought that wonen should Dbe
integrated into the main parties but no change took place and the

10 Such a

autonony and activity of women were thereby destroyed.
political situation faced by wonen in Anerica was well noted by
Li nda Carstarphen Gugin, who said that participation of wonen is
greater inthe US A as it is with nen in the functions of voting
and expression of public opinion than in the party and interest

group activity and in holding public office.

Steven D. Ml aughlin, giving an account of the changing
patterns of Anerican wonen, says that a generation gap was there
from one decade to another. For instance, wonen born in 1928 s and
1930 s differed significantly and in the sane way wonen born
bet ween 1946 and 1964, have forced restructuring of the educational
system political system labour force and the famly. In his

opi nion Wnen's divisions in the political parties give autonomy to
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women. But after the defeat in elections, in 1962, the Republican
Party had #bolished the wonen's division even wthout consult.ng
them. Such neasures destroyed the independence of wonen, because

integration of women in a single organisation was not possible.12

As noted, wonen's participation was recognised much in
national and state conventions, than in party activities and
positions. Starting from 1920, both the major parties in the US A
had the representation of wonen up to 10% During 1948-68 wonen's
representation in national conventions increased to 15% in the
Republican Party and to 13% in the Denocratic Party. By 1984 there
was a gradual increase of nenbers in both the parties, i.e 44% in
the Republican Party and 50% in the Denocratic Party. From 1972
onwards, the denocratic party kept up 10% representation of wonen
over the Republican Party. But at the convention of 1988 both the
parties showed a downward trend of wonen's representation in the
nati onal conventions. The Denocrats could attract a good nunber of

wonen professionals and technical occupants belonging to the

economcally sound strata of the society. This advant ageous

devel opnent was not seen in the Republican Party.13

VWren nenbers through different voluntary organisations |ike
Environmental, School, Teachers, Ethnic, Wnen, Church and Public
Interest Oganisations have nenbership in both the parties.
Conparatively for both the parties, there is |less percentage of
wonen from Teachers Organisations in the conventions of the years

1976, 1980 and 1984. The Denocratic Party attracted 55% to 60%
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w omen frompublic interest groups or organisations, where as the
Republican Party attracted 50%to 68 from church organisations
during the four conventions, i.e. 1972, 1976, 1980 and 1984. From
this type of representation, two inportant changes occurred between
1972-84. (ne was the increasing participation through voluntary
organi sations. In fact parties need such support. Secondly, wonen
during this period, showed nore interest towards nale dom nated
groups. As an anal yst says, wonen have the capacity to raise their
strength in parties, if they raise their participation in such

organisations.

In 1576, teachers associations hel ped to secure the nom nati on
of Jimmy Carter for the presidency and in 1984 the efforts of NOW
and other women’s organisations were pivotal for securing the
nomination of Gerald Ferraro, the first wonman to contest for
Vice—presidency.;s But formal wequality did not bring power
equality. As far as holding public offices is concerned, wonen are
only seen in a negligible proportion. The percentage of denocratic
wonen holding public office at states' level raised from 5% to 15%
during 1972-1984, whereas that of the Republican wonmen from ?% to
20% So gender is a consistent denmarcator of attitudes towards
wonen's role in politics in general and with in the political
parties in particular. It is inportant to note that increasing
involvement of wonen in political parties has not worked to |essen
this sense of gender role consciousness. The increase in the
proportion of women into public office has not been dramatic. It

seems {0 be a piece with other developnents, wherein wonen are
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gradually acquiring social, economc and political positions,
formerly reserved for men.lri Sone wonen di enter the rank of
political leadership. Both nale and fenale I|eaders reported at
California Convention in 1964 were from large inconme groups and

attained higher education.17

The general simlarity bet ween
personality characteristics of the Republican and Denocratic fenale
party leaders is noteworthy. The fermale political |eaders differ
fromnost other wonen in their attitudes. They are uncertain about
t hensel ves and about their situation in politics.18 A substantially
greater proportion of nmales held elective public offices during the

1917-64.

Vren | eaders were nostly locally oriented than nale |eaders.
Added to this, wonen are politically active for only 10 vyears
starting usually fromtheir 58°s. In spite of their short periods
of service in the party, women take the organisational burden of
the party in a realist sense. for nale |l eaders, politics is only
for enchantnent and for wonen | eaders, it is a ‘“labour of |[ove'.
Wnen show concern for party candidates and programmes. Male
| eaders are for self service and fenale l|eaders, for public

service.19

However, the Denocratic Party encourages wonen nore. |t
has its special auxiliary body to recruit wonmen and it puts forth
efforts in maintaining adequate representation of wonen at the

nati onal conventi ons.
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In Anerica, parties have an inportant political activity
of conducting conventions at |ocal, state and national |evels. Thus

the Denocratic Party, by giving representation to wonen, is said to

21 If wonen are

be shifting towards a purposive orientation.
entrusted with the sanme duties, whether political or non-political,
they fulfill themin a proper way to achieve the goals. Their
concern is wusually the duty and they nmay Dbe hesi t ant or
di sinterested for power and authority in the political parties.
That is why Irene J. Dabrouske stated that there were about 15,000
unknown wonen reporters and another 60,000 wonen becane nanel ess
party workers even though they have contributed their tinme, energy
and conpetence in the canpai gn of Roosevelt's “New Deal' policy in
1936.22 Their perceptions also reveal that wonen are more
favourable than nen to the achievenent of racial equality. Their
outl ook is liberal. There are wonen aspirants to the highest public
office fromboth the parties. In the opinion of Frank and Jane,
political wonen of both the parties now view thenselves as

potential candidates for that office.23

They m ght have been
inspired by Gerald Ferraro. for the sane office, potenti al

Republ i can candi dates to be nentioned were Jeane Kirk Patrik, Nancy
Kassebaum and Elizabeth Dol e. The Denocratic Party usually had nore
favourable links with wonen and their political participation. From
the Denocratic Party, the nationally recognised wonen politicians
are Di anne Feinstein, Patricia Shroeder and Barbara Mikulski. |If

the U S. political situation is conpared with that of Norway, the

former may be sonme what conservative than the Norwegian situation.

The Scandinavian states are progressive in giving highest positions
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to wonen. In 1980 s G o Hariem Brundtland held the office of Prime
Mnister being a Labour Party |eader and she could succeed in

uniting the factional groups of the party.24

Women I N the Conventions:

Women of Anerica are found in sone ranks of political

25 In spite of their low levels of participation,

| eader shi p.
Anreri can wonen have very high perspectives of their roles. For the
Republ i can and Denocratic conventions at the national Ilevel, 97
wonen | eaders attended during 1960 and 1964, out of which 17% were
Republicans and 18% were Denocrats. An inportant finding of Gthens
is that these wonen belong to high incone groups and wth high
educational qualifications. As far as their perceptions are
concerned, the wonen |eaders are found to be having self confidence
and their own achievenents are a proof of their abilities as
| eaders. In this respect both the Republican and Denocratic fenale
party |leaders have simlarities. The personality characteristics of
wonen of both the parties are found to be simlar. These fenale

political leaders differ fromnost other wonen in their tendencies

towards their duties and their services.

Wnmen i n Legislatures:

In Anerica, representation in the legislature is also

considered as leadership in the party. Duri ng 1960 s a

substantially greater proportions of nmales had held elective public
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officers. Fenale | eadership was only 29% compared to 48% of that of
nmal e | eadership. For instance in the U S A Congress between 1917
to 1964 only 70 wonen had served. G these one half had their
relatives in the Congress and the other half are either appointed
or elected to fill the vacancies caused by the death of their
husbands. In 1963-64, 4.5%of state legislators in the country were
women conpared to 2% nenbers in the Congress. In the Jennings and
Thomas M chigan study, wonen | eader s f ound public of fice
| naccessi ble. Wnen's representation in both the Houses of the
Congress showed a slight difference. Anne @G bsons study showed

that, from 1919-69 increase in the nunber of wonen representatives

to the Senate was not conspicuous.27 It is inportant to note that a
the nore powerful body of the Congress, i.e., Senate had |ess wonen
representative and the less powerful |legislative House had nore

wonmen represent at | ves:

In the political caucuses, wonen participants are found
to be young, highly educated and ideologically liberal. Before they
were in caucus, they have been active in politics. It is apt to
note the inpact of Fem nist Movenent on the political participation
of wonmen in the U S A . Karen Beckwith states that wonen relied on

radio, T.V. and magazines for their political information as nen as
no

used to. VWnen's participation across generations is noted as
simlar. The relationship between the support for femnist issues
and political participation varies according to education.
Education had its association with the political activities. Hghly

educated wonen becone nore fem ni st or active political
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participants. In the year 1972, political participation of wonen
was the strongest, when there was a great deal of femnist
political activity. But by 1976, the relationship was negligible.
As far as participation trends are concerned, working class wonen's
participation was nore than that of the mddle class wonen. Wnen
in the working class have |ower |evels of educational attainnent.29
The sources of wonen's political participation have not changed

over tine.go

31

These conditions were justified by Marry  Low
Kendri gan. To her, if political equality is to be realized,
femnists nust ask for increased political participation and
political equality is closely related to wonen's participation in
political parties. For instance the National O ganisation of Wnen
was highly responsible for increasing the political participation
of wonen. So it is said that wonen's political caucus would have a
| asting influence on political participation.32 Again the general
progress of America has its reflection on the inproved wonen's

place.33

Politics in 1992 in the U S. have been regarded as renarkabl e,
as Anerican wonen played an enphatic role during the presidential
el ections. Ruth Mandel the director of the Centre for the American
VWnen and Politics, is optimstic about the progress of wonen after
the 1992 elections. A United States News poll found that 61% of
t hose surveyed and 80% of wonen under 30 expressed that the country
woul d be governed better if more wonen held political office.34

When the sane News Poll was conducted in the year 1986, only 28%

held such view The attitudinal change is minly due to grow ng
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importance of women's issues in US A. There is a feeling that
fenmale candidates are judged to be more honest t han mal e
candi dates. Nancy Kaszak, who was canpaigning for the Illinois
| egi sl ature expressed confidence that nore wonen would get seats in
the state legislature. In spite of the confidence anobng sone wonen
candi dates, the biggest obstacle for fenmale progress was the power
of mal e i ncunbency, which was partially reduced. It is interesting
to note that during the 1992 elections.more than 12 wonen contested
to the Senate and 140 to the House. Wnen proved thenselves in
doubling the campaign fund in 1992 to support women candi dates. 35
The expectations of the wonen have cone true as after 1992
elections 6 out of 100 Senators are wonen and 49 representatives
out of 435 are women. Qut of the 6 wonen Senators, Carol Mosely
Brown is an African Arerican woman. O the 49 wonen members in the
House of Representatives, 37 are Denocrats and 12 Republicans.
Anong them wonen of different races are to be found. This shows
the change of outlook of voters on one hand and extension of
| eadership positions to different races on the other. In the
opi nion of Ruth Mandel, "In the State Legislature also the gains
for wonen were solid". Again it is stated that wonen |egislators
are fair in making donestic policy decisions and so it is expected

that wonen's political |eadership is a sign of growh.

In addition to legislative roles, 21 wonen held the executive
offices at the state's level after 1992 elections, i.e. 22.2% of
all positions. This change, to Anericans, is the product of decades

of hard work and preparations. Talented and young wonen occupied
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the positions. 1In 1993, the Anerican Wnen's Myvenent reemhasised
its stund of achieving nore advantages for wonen. Ruth E.  Mandel
Director of C.A.W.P., states that wonen kept up their progress at
the states' level and that would increase at every elections, "Inch
by inch, election year by election year, the wonen in the states
moved us towards parity for wonen and nen in politics". Thus by the
1992 el ections, wonen's |leadership in the state |egislatures showed

a continuous grow h. There has been an increase of 2% from 1992 to

1993. This increase added confidence among the aspirants.37
In the opinion of Susan Carroll, “Gender gap in voting also is
to be considered for estimating |eadership roles of wonen'. | n

1988 the gender gap was only 45 and it increased to 13% in 1992
el ections, and simlarly, assessnent of wonen's |eadership can be
made with the figures relating to canpaign funding as the base and
during 1992, there has been an increase in the canpaign fund

rai sing.

Wnen's Leadership in British Political Parties:

The party systemin Britain has been a product of some
| nportant factors- the electoral system the honogeneity of the
country and the class base. The two party systemis said to be the

life blood of the British politics.3?

Though sone changing trends
could be identified, there are two nmmjor parties in Britain-
Conservative and the Labour. The Conservative Party has been for a

long tinme the leading ruling party. It is the strongest anong the
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mddl e cless and upper class in addition to the support from other
sections of the people. Following the elections in 1879, Margar-:t
That cher was chosen as the | eader of the Conservative Party in the
House of Commons. She is the first wonan Prinme Mnister of

Engl and. *°

As is well known, wonen's economc and social status
nostly shape their roles and positions in the political parties and
governnental organs. VWnen in the British society have gained
confidence due to the developnent of femnist outlook and the
fem ni st demands through innovative | eadership. The radical wonen
| eadership in this country was successful only to strengthen
wonen's novenent. Surprisingly, wonen were discouraged by
Thatcher's governnent from hol ding key positions. The governnent
conprom sed with the traditional roles of wonen. In the society, a

traditional general outlook nmakes nen the nain earning members oOf

the famly and the wonen's earnings are only supplementaries toO
it.41 Before 1970 s 40% wonen were enployed in the British |[abour
force and pronotions were rarely given to women. Such an attitude
reveal s that wonen were given only lower economc roles. It was
t hrough the fem ni st novenent, sone changes by organi sing wonen at
different | evels have been brought. So the role of wonen inside the
political parties and governnental organisations slowy began to
gr ow. The fem ni st novenent succeeded in realising sone of its
goals resulting in the passing of Equal Pay Act of 1970, and the

Sex Discrimnation Act of 1975. Wnen achi eved equal opportunities

i n education, enploynent and housing. They began to divert their
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attention towards | eadership roles in the trade unions, political
parties and public offices. There have been sone fluctuations to be
found from time to tine as far as wonen's roles are concerned.
VWnen in Britain constitute 52% of the electorate.43 During the
Thatcher regine, 7% M.P.s were wonen. In the year 1981, 23% of
wonen secured certain positions in consuner societies, trade unions
and industries. The change is largely due to the constitution of
Equal Qpportunities Commssion in the year 1977 and its efforts.
Even though in several organisations wonen's nenbership increased,
it has not been conspicuously visible. Their participation has been
mainly confined to direct action. They participated in protest

44 These

marches, health canpaigns and anti-poverty | obbi es.
activities have only been short Ilived and did not give |ong
standi ng | eadership to wonen. VWnen were not found conspicuously in

the political |eadership roles also.

In spite of the above situation, to a certain extent,
women occupied roles in political parties' representative bodies.
Chri stopher T. Husbands estinates wonen's |eadership roles in the
year 1985. Neil Kinnock and Jo R chardson took keen interest and

initiation and as a result, the national executive of the Labour
45

Party, decided to formthe Wnen's R ghts D vision. The Li beral
Party has been supporting wonen's issues and decided to be in front
of wonen's rights canpaign. Recently, the Social Denocratic Party
publ i shed an extensive policy for wonen giving nenbership to wonen

in its national executive, which has 8 nenbers. As it is a raising
political party, it has tried to avoid gender gap.46
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In the opinion of Joni Lovenduski, the British political
cul ture encourages consi derable degree of governnent secrecy and
di scourages new aspirants for the high posts. As new categories to
t he hi ghest posts, wonen were denied these roles. Therefore wonen
have never been as nmuch as 5% of the nenbership of the House of
Commons. UWoon first entering the House, wonen have been ol der than
their male coll eagues. The House of Lords after 1958 consisted of
5%to 6% of wonen. The |ow nunber of wonen in the House of Commons
is due to the reluctance of political parties to select women
candidates at the constituency level. Wnen are I|likely to be
candidates in England and Scotland and in Wales it I S a
di scouraging situation. Wnen M.P.s are found to be right in

feeling that constituency selection commttees are biased against

AL A 4+ 47
wonen candidates.

During the first term of Margaret Thatcher, only one
woman, was included in the cabinet in Septenber 1981. In 1983, 3
wormren were given lesser ranks. In view of these factors, Lovenduski
states that Margaret Thatcher was not an enthusiastic pronoter of
wonen. Usually wonmen have been given the portfolios of education,
health and consuner affairs. Only two wonen held portfolios other
than these. Margaret Bondfield held the Mnistry of Labour and
Barbara Castle held the Mnistry of Labour and Transport.

In 1983, there was an increase in wonen's nenbership of

t he House of Commons. Thirteen Conservative wonen and ten Labour
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wonen were elected. Wnen's representation increased from 29 in
1964 to 41 in 1987 and to 60 in 1992 in the House of Commons. As
poi nted out by Amanda Muir, a nenber of the group of 300 which
wor ks towards equal representation of wonen in parlianent, sheer
hard work, determnation and insistence have hel ped the success of
wonen nenbers of parlianment. Wthin the parlianment, wonen have been
better distributed through the coomttee systemthan in the cabinet

positions.

Regarding voting behaviour, certain changes can be
observed. In the years 1945-46, the Labour Party had a clear |ead
of nmale voters, i.e. 19% over the Conservative Party. The
Conservative Party had a 15%nore fenmale score in 1951 and 13% in
1955.4% I'n the elections of 1979, 1983 and 1987 nuch difference was
not found in the voting percentage of nales and females. In 1983,
women voted nore for the Conservative Party and less to the Labour.
Correspondi ng to voting behaviour, the Conservative Party got nore
wonen parlianmentarians. Between 1964 and 1976, there were about 5%
of wonen candidates in the House of Commons, whereas in 1979 there
were 9% and 1983 11% So there has been a gradual increase of wonen
candi dates and nenbers in the House of Commons. Although wonen were
elected to the Conservative Party, there was |ess scope for wonen

to get |eadership positions.50
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2=+ Party had 40% of wonen nenbership. In other two parties |

Local Gover nment s:

In the local governnents also nen dom nate. In 1964, 12%
-ounclilors were wonen and this increased to 17%in 1985. The

3 mbe Comm ttee reported that each council has only one wonen

; -weatative onit and the wonen councillors are aged. The younger
~ere not having a place in the council.51 In 1976-77 County

.s” elections, wonen constituted 17% of the total candi dates

of the elected councilors. Lovenduski points out that
z+nical nobility was undoubtedly a constraint upon the

.. - pation of nobst wonen in national political offices. In 1983,
were better represented at the local than at the national

t hough regional variations were apparent. |In England 19% of
¢ wuncilors” positions in Shire Counties, 13.5% in the
st 1litan Counties and 14. 1% in the Greater London Council have
ccupi ed by wonen. Wnen were only 11% in the Council of

In 1983 wonen occupied only 12.2% of chairpersons in Shire

s and in Metropolitan Councils, wonen occupied 5.7% of the

~~ee chair positions. In Wales only 2.2% of wonen | eaders were
= No women served as the | eader of Greater London Council. A
52

subj ect specialisation was evident at this |evel.

In Britain, political parties have 10% of adul t

pL.  ~ion as nmenbers. The Conservative Party had 50% and the

. €.
=; membership was approxi mately about 40%
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Both the I|abour and Conservative parties have wonen
sections in the party organisatiors and special provisions are nade
for women's representation at the national level. For the Labour
Party, wonen are poorly represented at party conferences. The
Labour Party reserved 5 seats to wonen at the party's national
executive. In the Conservative Party, wonen have places reserved
t hroughout the party structure. Conservative wonen are about 38% of
the annual conference delegates, about 20% of the executive
commttee nenbers and 18% of the nenbership of the inportant
advi sory commttee on policy at the central office. But women were
under represented at the decision making levels. At the |eadership
| evel s, the Social Denocratic Party decided to include two wonen.
In addition, there were two wonen groups within the Labour Party.
These groups specially canpaign for equal representation and

wonen's equal rights. Forman states that self-nade wonen managed to

enter parlianment through getting candidature fromthe Conservative

Party.53

After 1983, elections, Emma N chol son, vice-president of
the Conservative Party was given responsibility to encourage nore
wonen and in the Labour Party Joyce Gould was the party's wonen's
officer. It is to be noted that wonen's representation has barriers
as far as the selection process is concerned. First, a wonan nust
make herself available as a candidate. Secondly, she roust be
approved by the party and finally she nust be adopted by a
constituency. Constituency selection is the nost t roubl esone

stage.54 The Labour Party candidates are supported by trade uni ons.
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1t is also believed that the British electoral system inpedes the

political pronotion of wonen.

However, the parties are significant gate keepers of the
political careers of wonen. The political pronotion of wonen has
yet to becone an inportant priority in Britain. From 1958 to 1988,
the life peership to wonen was increased to 47. By |life peership,

wonen were given certain roles in the House of Lords.55

From the above discussion, it is clear that wonen in
Britain gained | egi ti macy as political | eader s t hr ough
apprenticeship systemcontrolled by party |eaders. But the US.
party system does not give conplete support to the leaders and so
wonen are not able to hold the highest positions. This is also
because of the conplex and costly system of selecting the
candi dates for the posts. Sel ection process is different in both
the systens and structural differences are there between these two
systens. (0 these two, parlianentary democracy of Britain has more
| npact on Indian denocracy and so an assessnent of wonen's roles in
US A and Britain is useful to deal with the |eadership roles of

wonen in | ndia.
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CHAPTER-III

WOMEN POLITICAL LEADERS IN INDIA



Any assessnent of women’s participation i N | ndi an
politics and |eadership roles requires a study of their roles
during freedom novenent and their part in political processes and
organi sation. These roles, as is well known, are influenced by
religion, custonms, patriarchy and other factors. |In this context

sone assessnent are worth nentioning.

Grija Khana and Mariyamma A. Vergheese give & picture of
social custons and smrities that shaped the behaviour of wsomen iIn
India and narrate how their freedom was «curtail ed. Marcus B.
Ful ler in her book “The Wongs of Indian Wnmanhood' explains how
Hi ndu religious custons becane obstacles to the emancsipation of
wonen. Malladi Subbamma, author of several books in Telvagu, traces
t he causes for subjugation of wonen and stresses that religion IS
the basic factor for the backwardness of |ndian wonen. ‘Thicking on
simlar lines Maria Mes in her ° Indian Wonen and patr-iarchy,
deals with the conflicts and dilemmas of Indian wonen s-tedents and
wor ki ng wonen. Maria Mes mainly deals wth wonen's biographical
case studies which reveal the incapable roles and conflicting

situations in the changi ng society.

Vijay Agnew in her book “Elite Wonen in Indizan Pelitics’,
Neera Desai in *“Wnen in Mdern India', Mmnohar Kour ira “Bomen in
| ndi an Freedom Struggl es', Veena Majumdar in “Symboles «f Power'
deal with political roles and political participation o:f wonen in
| ndia. Recently certain books have cone out on the role s ef wonen

I n Panchayat Raj witten by witers |ike Manikyamba ané Suseela
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Koushik. In "Women in Politics ™, Vibhuti Fatel deals with the need
for particirztion of wonen in decision naking process. Suseela
Patni in "Women in Political Elite' examnes the inplications of
role perceptions and role conflicts and Uwa sekaran in “Women
Power' stresses on the need for creating gender positive
environment. J.K. Chopra in “Women in the Indian Parlianent' wote

about the role played by wonen in the Parlianent.

In the opinion of Veena Majumdar, no serious exam nation
of the emergence of women’s questions in India and wonen's equal ity
as an issue was taken as a study. To her, until women’s equality
issue is taken as an ideology for nation building, a change is not
to be expected. To the question “Women have fallen behind , why?
according to her, the answer is that wonen are not being accepted
in the political deliberations. During the freedom novenent
t housands of wonen participated, but the details of wonen who
participated and sacrificed for the nation have becone ‘“nameless
and facel ess'. Mreover, about the role of wonen in other popular
novenents, nothing is brought out. There are popular novenents,
peasant s' novenent s, wor ker s' novenent s, in which wonen
participated in considerable nunbers and played inportant roles.
The Status Commttee report finds that the role perfornmed by wonen

as a pressure group on the political process had becone virtually
., 2

nil.
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Vomen it he Freedom Movement s

Wth regard to participation of wonen in Freedom
Struggle, India had a rich past, unlike western countries.3 Duri ng
the freedom movement, a few wonmen belonging to the upper strata of
the society were brought into the nai nstream of politics.4 Gndhi ' s
attenpt to uplift wonen had less inpact at the grass root |evel.
Usha and Usha give an estimate of wonen's participation in the
| ndian National Congress. After the setting up of Indian National
Congress, ten wonen delegates from educated and progr essi ve
famlies, attended the Congress session in 1889 for the first tine.
In 1897, nmany wonen attended the Congress as del egat es. Most  of
the wonen who attended the Congress worked as volunteers and very
few participated in deliberations. However, there is no denying the
fact that their very presence at the Congress session was enough to

r.ake a qualitative difference in the nature of organisation. As

Sarocjini Naidu said, ° when the air is full of the spirit of

non-discrimnation, | do not see why it is necessary that a wonan
I : , . :
must speak. Even though in large nunbers, wonen's participation
was a part of mass national novenent, certain roles were perforned
by themduring the Freedom Mwvenent, in the Ashrans, Congress
commttees, |eadership roles in Salt Satyagraha. And their part was
not negligible in revolutionary, peasant, workers and  such

novenents which were part of the national Freedom Movenent.

Duvvuri Subbamma a dynamc worman from Andhra Pradesh

served as a nenber of Al Indi: ongress Commttee for 14 vyears

o]

from 1922 onwards. Emnent w n J|like Sarojini Naidu, ERukmini
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poornapst b el served voo menbors of 411 India Corprens  Committee.
Fat 4 L e Oyvovinecial  Congrencs Commi tte.s, as Dirgabayamma
repertea, wopon menbevs were negligible a.d the result was that
worren were nc* selected &% candidates to contest for the provincial

ieplelstiens,” But Kamela Nehru was a nmenber of U P. Congress
10

Conmittee and participated in key decision making in 1931.
Duvvuri »ubtbznma played a key role in the Kakinada Congress in 1922
G was included as a menber of Al |ndia Khaddar Board which was

meant for prorsgating the need for production of Khaddar.

L7 e oY Fresidents:

W
n

Soms wonen occupi ed the highest positions of +h. office
of ih: president of £11 India Congress. Annie Besant became the
Corcrezs President in 1827 and Nelli Sengupta in 1S33. Anni e Besant
Letes Tlie strength of the Hrse Rule Movenment is rendered ten fold
rrccte v the zdhesiorn to it of a larger nunmber of wonen who bring

e lt i ¢ unc&elculeting hercism, the endurance, the self sacrifice

igue’s bes .o recruits and recrultees

11
T

¢t the, Zerminine natbure. The le:

EYE LD the womeasn of Inﬁia.lé Anni e Besant al ong with

Brleoercedhiar Tilah started the Hone Rule Mvenent in I ndia.
Sarojini Kazidoe dedicated her |life in the service of the mother

India. it the memorable session of the Indian National Congress in
815, she had rezd a poemand inspired the delegates. She becane

the Congress President in 1825. Emphasising on the unity of India,
13

she gzve the shortest and the =sweet-=st presidential address.

Cxrcijini Hzida =zssertes in her speech, "No sacrifice is too heavy,

it

4

l

no suffering s too grezt, NO mnartyrdom IS too terrible that

—
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enxbles us  to redeem our nother fromthe unspeakabl e di shonour of

our bondage".

Though bef ore independence, 3 wonen were given the roles
as presidents of the Congress, after independence, it was Indira
Gandhi, the only wonman to occupy that position. Swarna Kunari Devi,
sister of Rabindranath Tagore and K  Ganguli were the em nent
participants during the first decades of 20th century.15 Since then
wonen of proved emnence could reach the peak. Annie Besant
organi sed the Theosophical Society, worked as a prom nent |eader of
the Home Rule Myvenent and edited news papers for the purpose of
educating the people.lfi She brought new ideas, new talents, new
resources and altogether a new nethod of organisation and a new
outlook in the field of Congress. In the sanme way Sarojini  Naidu
also brilliantly played a variety of roles. Sarojini Naidu was the
key person along with other promnent |eaders for the arrangenent
of peace between the Congress and governnent in 1931. Consequently,

Gandhi ji was convinced to lead the Congress for talks.18

Women in Ashrams:

Most of the promnent wonen during the Freedom Struggle
either spent in the Ashrans or got political training in Ashrans
while serving the Ashramites. For this purpose, Raj Kumari Amrit
Kour, Sushila Nayyar and Mra Ben served the Ashramtes in a big
way as per the observations of Prithvi Singh Azad. Raj Kumari Anrit
Kour spent for sone tine in Sabarmati learning from Gandhiji and

serving the Ashramtes. Sushila Nayar started her political career
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in Sbnrmiti , serving the poor patients as a young doctor. Prithvi
Singh Azad wote "Mira Ben' continued to serve the cause of the
Indians if it were the cause of Bapu hinself, sincerity and
devotion. By witing her beck, ‘The Spirit's Pilgrimge, she did to

India a great service®.

Along with Gandhi, Kasturaba Gandhi did notable service,
especi al |y by awakeni ng wonen and propagating Khadi. Al the wonen
nmenbers of Nehru's famly actively participated in +the Guvil
D sobedi ence Mvenent. Kamala Nehru displayed a talent for
organi sations and becane a strong willed wonan capable of |eading

20

peopl e after her. Vijaylakshmi Pandit and Rameswari Nehru were

also active in the nationalist novenent. Vijayalakshmi Pandit al so

held the role of the president of General Assenbly of the U.N.C221

VWnmen and Revoluti ons:

Revol utionaries also took part in the Nat i onal i st
Movenent, by adopting the extrene and vi ol ent nethods for achieving
the goals. Kalpana Dutt, inspired by Chittagong Arnory, joined the
revolutionary organisations at an early age and she worked
vigourously in the novenent from 1930 to 1933 and got
transportation for Ilife. Prithi Latha, a senior revolutionary
during freedom novenent, led a group of seven in an attack on the
European A ub at Pahartali in the suburbs of Chittagong on 25th
sept, 1931. Al other nenbers of the group escaped but Prithi Latha
commited suicide. |In her pocket, she carried a nessage to the wonen

of India. It said, "Wnen today have taken the firmresol ution that
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they will not remain in the background... | earnestly hope that our

sisters would not nurse the feeling that “hcy are weak. Wth this

hope in ny heart, | amproceeding today for self-immolation”. Wile
expressing her will she wanted to show that wonen could also
22

sacrifice their lives for the country. Such was the dedication of

wonen in the Freedom Movenent.

VWnen's Participation in Arny Upsurge & Trade Uni on Movenent:

Participation in trade unions and working in army upsurge
were recogni sed as part of patriotic activity. Ahilya Rangenkar and
Vimala Ranadi ve participated in various strikes during freedom
novenent. They led the wonen and organi sed wonen towards supporting
historic struggles in 1946. Wen an Army Upsurge was going on in
1946, it was wonen who perforned services to the arny people and
were attacked by the police. 32,000 arny personnel in different

posts were supported by the organi sed | eadership of Vimala Ranadi ve

and Ahilya Rangenkar. According to Vinala Ranadive, wonen' s
participation was ‘“very efficient” during that struggle.23 Leela
Sundarayya dedicated her life for the  working cl ass and

participated in Tel engana Peasants' Mvenent. Subsequently, she
worked tirelessly for the Coomuni st Party of India. Ushatai Dange,
an em nent wonman | eader of the working class, -=s= fought against
the social evils on the one hand and on the other <:=organised the
wor ki ng cl ass wonen, poverty stricken peasants, and also |ower
cl ass wonen. Renu Chakravarthi from Bengal, Parin Ramesh Chandra
from Punj ab, Suseela CGopalan from South India, Mturi Udayam from

Andhra Pradesh participated for the working class benefits.
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Bhar athibal Bhore served for the working class and wonen's
develrpment. ° Buseela (Opal an devoted her life for the «<iuse of
wonen. Moturi Udayam worked through Praja Natya Mandali. Aruna Asaf
Ali, a mlitant Congress |eader, Joined Congress as sevika and
dealt with women’s issues. She participated in militant activities
and went to the underground during the Quit |India Mvenent. She
hoi sted the national flag with extraordinary courage and | eadership
defying the rules according to the British. Sanme kind of courage,
in a different way, was shown by captain Lakshmi, who joined Azad
Hnd Fouz as a commanding officer of wonen's reginent. She played
the role of a soldier in serving the cause of Indian Freedom
I\/bverrent.27 The heroic role of wonen in the revol utionary novenents

during the Freedom Struggle continued to inspire the people even

t oday. °®

VWomen | N Women's Movement:

Wiile participating in political movement, Indian wonen

tried for their own |iberation. As pointed out by Arpana Basu, “In
29

I ndia, feminism and nationalismwere closely interlinked'. Hence,

| ndi an women’s movement had a uni que nature. Between the two world
wars, wonen had to play two roles and a variety of objectives were
sought by wonen fromtinme to tine, through their |eadership and
organi sational abilities. At the beginning on the century, wonen's
novenent was confined to canpai gn and education for women, |inked
with social reformnovenent. The role played by Banduru Atchamamba
was that of a silent canpai gner of awakeni ng wonen. In the path

of reformng wonen, Panditha Rama Bai started Sarada Sadan. Such
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roles wore taken over by Sarala Ray, Sunitha Devi, Nalini Datta,31

a.d Rameswsar’ Nehru in Northern India &and Kadnukurl Rajyalarmi,

Subhalaxmi Anrnal, Sarojini Naidu and Durga Bai Deshmukh in South

T 14 3 2
| ndi a.

Durga Bai Deshmukh, popul arly known as . Bayamma, a Soci al
reformer and a | eader of the nationalist movement, carried on her
mssion till the last, establishing several service activities for
t he devel opnent of wonen. Her nost inportant achi evenents was th
establ i shed Andhra Manila Sabha at Madras and Hyderabad for the
conduct of these activities. Her dynamsm and |eadership were
recogni sed by the Congress Party and she was nomnated to the
Constituent Assenbly. Subsequently she served as the nenber of the
Pl anning Comm ssion and contributed to the developnent of the

nation.33

Mass wonen's novenent and mass organi sation grew anong
woren in various parts of India. The nost inportant anong the
organi sations were the Mahila Atma Raksha Samithi of Bengal, Andhra

34 In the Indian

Mahila Sanghai D and WMahila Sangham of Keral a.
wonen's novenent, the first organisation was “Women's India
Associ ation' formed by Annie Besant, Sarojini Naidu, Muthu Lakshmi
Reddy, Margaret Cousins, and Kamala Devi Chotopadhyaya in 1917.
These wonen |laid the real foundation for the wonen's novenent in
India and tried to pronote wonen's political participation by
giving prinme inportance to wonen's suffrage and the next objective

was to secure nomnation in the Iegislature.35
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Another women’s organisation was the Al Indiia Women's
Conference, started in 1927. Its prominent |leaders and presidents
were Sarojini Naidu and Vijaylaxm Pandit. Among the secretaries,
menti on should be made of Hansa Mehta, Kamala Devi Chotopadhyaya
and Peddada Kameswaramma. They devel oped branches all <«©ower India

and by the md 1930s the association clained a membership of over
36

10, 000 wonen. Wiile the wonen's organisations found it easy to
take a firm and consistent stand as patriots, they found it
difficult always to accept the priorities and tactics d.ictated by
mal e domnated political parties. As far as the AIl India Wnen's
Conference is concerned, there was a rift between women members
participating in the freedom struggle and wonmen members, who
clained the association to be apolitical. Arong the actiwe wonen of
t he associ ati on who resigned between 1939-43 were Hilla Rustomji, a
Parsi from Hyderabad Muslim fiducationi st *Rahanmat hunni sa Begum and
Yuvarani Saheba of Pithapuram. Begum Hamid Ali, Presidemt of the

A.I.W.C. in 1940, was critical of the Central Legislative Assenbly
for passing one sided | aws. 7 The issues taken up by A.I.W.C. were

pardah, legal equality and child nmarriages. Relentless efforts of
Rani Laxm bai Raj wade, Charul atha Mukherjee, and Renukaa Bay and
many others resulted in the appointnent of Narasingh Rau Commttee
to inquire into wonen's legal disabilities and to suggest

38

reforms.

In conclusion, it could be said that wonen in the wonen's
novenent during the Freedom Movenent worked for the emanci pation of
wonen to root out social evils and also worked as a pressure group

on the &ssemblies to bring legal reforns towards wuplifting the
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status of wonmen. The need of bringing a social change through H ndu
~~de was supported by liberal thinkers like C.D.lechmukh, V.V.

Joshi and Hari Singh Gour before and after independence.

After independence the wonen's novenent was passive till
1970s. But from 1975, wonen's prom nence started slowly increasing
ei ther through organising wonen or taking up wonen's issues and
also through trying to enter legislatures. For instance “Saheli”,
the Institute of Social Studies Trust in New Delhi, Uma in
Bangal ore, Priya in NewDel hi, I.W.I.D. in Madras, Stree Atyachar
Virodhi Parisada in Nagpur, Sahiyar in Baroda are working for
wonen's |local problens from 1970s and also doing participatory
research about wonen's problens. Recently certain wonen's movements
have taken the objectives of protecting environment and those
novenents include “Chipcho Movenent', “Sarovar Bachao Andolan' by

Mamta Benarji and “Narmada Bachao Andol an' by Medha Patkar.

During the 60s, specific wonen's issues did not surface
promnently, yet wonen were nobilised in large nunbers in general
struggles of the rural poor, tribals, industrial workers and other
mass novenents. Participation of wonen in anti-price rise
denonstrations, rural revolts in Dhule District in Mharastra and
the Anti-Arrack Mvenent in Andhra Pradesh are sone of the
struggles. During the International Wnen's Decade (1975-1985)
worren's autononous organisations revitalised their activities.
Anot her step forward was the organisation of wonen's conferences.
Towar ds exchanging the ideas, to discuss general problens of wonen

and to draw possible solutions, certain wonen's conferences have
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beo nooorgen A ned by women ' s study centres. Some examples could be
noted here. In 1975, SBtree Sakti Sangharsh organised a confere-ce
of working class wonen at Pune. In February, 1988 a Conference of
Women a Liberation Front was held. Thereby Indian Association of
VWnen's Studies was born. To bring the wonen academcs and wonen
activists and wonen | eaders of political parties on to a common
platform the Indian Association for Wnen's Studies has been
playing an inportant role. Wnen's associ ati ons have been trying to

exchange their views even with fem ni st organisations.39

Wmen in the Legislatures:

| n i ndependent |ndia, wonen entered the parlianent and
their participation has been extended to the | egi sl ative
del i berati ons al so. Wnen have been active participants in the
voting process. In the 1952 general el ections, women s
participation was mninal as the percentage of voting was only
37.1. But it had interestingly noved up to 58.17% in 1984, but
declined to 47.30 in 1991.

In 1952 wonen's nenbership in Lok Sabha was only 4.4
percent, but in 1984, it noved to 7.9 percent. Thus, the increase
in the percent of wonen nenbers is not significant. In 1991, wonen
menbership in the Lok Sabha is only 6.6 percent. It declined in
1989 to 5.3 percent. The situation conpelled wonen's organi sations
to agitate for the 30 percent reservation in the state |egislatures
and in parliament. This is also due to the reason that support from

40

the political parties is not encouraging. Not only in the
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parliament, even in the central cabinet, very few positions are
held by women. Ir Ms. Gndhi's cabinet only one wonan, other than
her, was a cabinet mnister during the entire period of her
| eader shi p. The absence of wonen in adequate nunbers in the cabi net
is a reflection of the strength of wonen nenbers in the

par | i ament.

In spite of limted nenbership of wonen in parlianent,
they have duly participated in its proceedings. J.K Chopra' s Study
nmakes clear that in the four decades during 1952-1989, wonen
parlianentarians introduced in all about 150 bills. Qut of these
110 were introduced in the Lok Sabha and 40 bills in the Rajya
Sabha. In the Seventh Lok Sabha, the maxi mum number of bills
i ntroduced by wonen were 35. And in the Fourth Lok Sabha, wonen

introduced only two bills. It is to be noted that wonen introduced

bills specifically concerning wonen. Ceneral issues were not taken

up by them at the bills' introduction stage.42

The prom nent wonen, who took initiative in introducing
the bills in parlianment include Raj Kumari Amritha Kour, Suchetra
Kripalini, Durga Bai, Deshnukh, Renu Chakravarthi, Indira Gandhi,
Parvathi Krishnan, Rukmini Devi Arundale, Tarakeswari Si nha,
Suseel a Nayyar, Sarojini Mhishi, Nandini Satpathy, Mirgaret Alva,
GCeeta Mukherji, Pramila Dandavathy, Sheila Kaul, Nazma Heptulla and
Mohi shi ni Ki dway. The wonen who introduced the bills, belong to the
upper strata of the society. They had political affiliations of
their famlies or association with the national movement. Mst of

themwere elected to parlianent again and again and got nuch
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experience  an parliamentarians. During the said period, they

represented on 126 par'iamentary committees of different nature.

After independence,women joined the realm of politics in
| arge nunbers. Even the younger generations started show ng keen
I nterest in politics.44 During | and Il Lok Sabhas, wonen raised in
the Lok Sabha issues nostly connected with the partition of the
country. During that period, wonen who were dynamc and Kkeen
participants in discussion were Amritha Kour, Durgabai, Deshnukh,
cuchetrs Kripalini and Farvathi Krishnan. In the |11 Lok Sabha,
wonen from South and West Bengal were nore active. In the |V Lok

Sabha, participation of wonen was very difficult due to problens of

strength of the majority party. In the V Lok Sabha, nati onal

energency had becone a setback to wonen candi dates . Agai n

popularity of wonen l|egislators gained in the VII Lok Sabha and
45

they have contributed considerably in discussions.
Wnen were under represented in the Upper House and Key positions
were rarely held by them |In each decade, a marginal nunber of Kkey
positions were occupied by wonen. After a long gap, it s
Jayalalitha, who is holding an inportant position at the state
|l evel, i1.e. Chief Ministership in Tam| Nadu. Due to her initiative
and charismatic |eadership, she continues to hold the position.
That is why, towards wonen's devel opnent, their voice is to be

I ntroduced in the |arger decision making process.46
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Women in State Legl s latin es:

Momen’s representation in the state legislatures in India

energed from 1935 onwards) By 1940 there were 80 wonen nenbers in

/ aey

the state and provincial |egislatures. Dr. Muthu Lakshmi Reddy
was identified as the first wonan to secure nomnation to Madras
Legi sl ati ve Assenbly. Kamala Devi Chotopadhyaya contested for the
Madras Legislature but |ost. Ammanna Raja was elected as Deputy
Speaker in the Madras Legislative Assenbly. She held the position
with high dignity and proved her capabilities and subsequently got
elected to Raya Sabha after independence. In 1946  Rukmini
Lakshmipathi becane not only a nenber of the legislature but was

al so inducted as minister in the Prakasham Mnistry.

After independence, wonen I|like Nandini Satpathy in
Oissa; Suseela (opalan and Gouri in Kerala; Jayalalitha in Tam|
Nadu; Roda Msthi, Sarojini Pulla Reddy, Sada Laxmi in Andhra
pradesh; Yasoda Devi, Kamala Beniwall, Qrija Was and Sumtra
Singh in Rajasthan energed as powerful wonmen in their respective

| egi sl ative assenblies.49

They proved their abilities and anong
them Jayal alitha, Suchitra Kripalini and Nandini Satpathy could
handl e the highest power and authority of Chief Mnistership at the

state | evel .

The above are sone of the exanples to suggest that
em nent wonen have been present in state |egislatures. Wnen can
contest and participate if 30 percent of reservation policy 1is

properly iropl enent ed.
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WnenlnEl ecti ons:

In India wonen domnate the election scenario, but
di sappear after elections. Wnen generally participate in election
adopting certain canpaign techniques. In the el ections for
parlianment and state assenblies, wonen mainly carry on propaganda
t hrough door to door canpaign. Election rallies are also attended
by them In India, there are sone charismatic wonen | eaders. Indira
Gandhi and Jaya Lalitha are the best exanples in this context. I n
four parliamentary el ections and assenbly elections since her entry
into politics, Indira Gandhi was |eading the election canpaign. She
used to attract the Indian masses in the public neetings. Her
chari sma and econom ¢ prograns secured for the Congress 51. 3% votes

and 441 seats in 1971 el ections.

In the general elections of 1967 the Congress party | ost
elections in nearly half of the states and returned to parlianent
with a sinple majority. To overcone the political situation, she

51 She

tried to manage the crisis by the slogan “Garibi Hatao’.
tried to delink the elections to the parlianment from those of the
state assenblies. In 1971, she had becone India's only national
personality by calling the first mdterm parlianentary elections
before the full five years of the Lok Sabha had been conpleted and

1971 el ections were conducted in the nane of plebiscite about the

single issue of who should be the Ileader. The state assenbly
el ections in 1972 provided simlar opportunities.52 It was a
success for the crisis managenent of Indira Gandhi. In 1977, Indira

Gandhi had to face the surprise defeat but for her energency
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excesses. She had utilised the nedia in 1980 and campaign process
became centralised. Usually electoral canpaign ir India have been
highly personalised affairs. During the elections, she toured
extensively on the road and gai ned 351 seats to Congress in 1980,
securing absolute majority in the parlianent. It was considered as
a Second Indira Wave, the first taking place in 1971-72 el ections.
However, in 1971 and 1977, Indira Gandhi fought the elections
adopting socialist oriented programme with the objective of “Garibi
Hat a0’ . 23 She converted the el ections and the government from 1971
to 1977 as one woman show. Al mnisters becane hench nen and cane

to the sero | evel of existence.54

But the percentage of votes for
Congress cane down in 1977 due to the failure of Ms. Indira
Gndhi's strategies and the creation of a centralised party

structure.

In Tam| Nadu, Jaya Lalitha joined A.I.A.D.M.K.in 1982
and took the <charge of election canpaign. She was nade the
propaganda secretary till 1987 and after the death of MGR she
becane the party chief. AI.ADMK- Congress (I) alliance in 1984
proved to be much nore effective that D.M.K.-Congress(I) alliance
of 1980. This marks the change in the election canpaign due to the
charismatic | eadership of Jaya Lalitha. A 1.A D MK received 18.8%
of total vote and 61% of the seats that it <contested. In that
election also, Jaya Lalitha did well in the Lok Sabha election
canpaign and proved her ability and established charismatic
| eadership. In the 1991 Assenbly Elections of Taml Nadu, Jaya
Lalitha cane to power with a thunping majority. For her charisna,

power and authority, she is called ‘Maharagni’.55 After she was

70



recognised by M.G.R. in 1982, she has been leading a key role 1in

the Tam| Nadu politics, despite facing certain problens.

The present well known rising wonen leader in Andhra
Pradesh is no one else than Lakshmi Parvathi, wfe of T.DP.
supremo N T.R Starting from Novenber 1993, Lakshrai Parvat hi
attended each T.D.P. Praja Sadassu held at Rajahrmundry, Nal gonda,
Nellore and Praja Grjana in Hyderabad. Al these political
neetings were ained at the success of T.DP. in the Assembly

S7

E ection of 1994, She attracted huge crowds at a neeting held at

Hyderabad in 1994 with Praja Garjana, a unique technique, the am

C 6

bei ng “show your strength and win the el ections. Lakshmi Parvat hi

addressed these gatherings and participated in the election
canpaign along wwth N.T.R., who used to introduce her to the
people.59 “Lakshmi Parvathi' factor was an important attraction
during 1994 elections in Andhra Pradesh. Before and after these
el ections, she has been playing a key role in selecting the party

60

candi dat es al so. Even the T.D.P. activists have realised that she

is all inportant. Added to this NT.R wused to praise her saying "I
am here because of her". Her promnence found expression in an
interview by Lalitha A lyer with himduring election tour when he
said "talk to Lakshm Parvathi, she wll answer al | your

questi ons". The above remarks give strength to a rising wonan

| eader i n Andhra Pradesh.

It inportant to note that known and unknown roles are
bei ng played by wonen in India both at the central and at the state

level s. Wnen's participation especially in the election activity
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iIs mog intensive. In Bihar they have proved their abilities in the
parliamentary elections in the 1991. But it Is obser vad that their

political identification axd political awareness are not as nuh

on

present as they were thought to be. Attitudes and skills about

politics could be devel oped through political training.

VWnen in the election process wusually adopt noral and
non-vi ol ent nmethods. In the opinion of Indiresan, who says, the
i nportant point is not how many el ections have been held, but how
well they were held. So in the election process wonen's

participation is a healthy sign.

To concl ude, wonen |eaders and wonen with the support of
"political dynasty' have played an inportant role in the Indian
elections and wonen |eaders supporting ideology, charisma and
commtnent participate in a big way for the success of elections.
But how far the elections have enpowered these wonen is a big
question. Their services are wusually better wutilised for the

success of el ections.
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CHAPTER-IV

THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF THE RESPONDENTS



Leadership constitutes an important aspect of studies
relating to political behaviour. Leadership studies imply the study
of behaviour and personality of persons hol di ng positions.
Leadership is present wherever political structures exi st,
Political parties and legislatures are the political structures,
where political |eaders could play purposeful role. So political
| eadership studies are ‘“potentially relevant’ i n Political

Science.

In |eadership studies, an understanding  of t he
soci o-economc and political background of |eaders is essential to
assess the type of |eadership. The quality of |eadership is
considerably shaped by the totality of such factors. The
soci o-economc status is largely linked with factors |ike parental
occupati on, economc status, caste, residential status and father's
education. So the socio-economc background factors can  be
considered as role determning factors of political |eadership. As
the social and denographic variables are quite visible, the social
positions can be easily measured. It is to be noted that social and

economc factors have considerable association wth attitudes,
2
behavi our, personality and beliefs.

The studies of Evans, Lovenduski, Goot and Reid (1975),
note that political behaviour of wonen differs to sone extent from
that of men. Milibrath in this context, says that the traditional

di vi sion of |abour which assigns the political role to nen rather
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than to wonen has not vanished. The opinion that nmen are nore
likely to participate in politics is substantiated by some: studies

conducted by Campbell and Cooper (1956), Lane (1959), annd Rokkan
(1962). Available literature on the participation of citizens in
politics supports this. However, there are sone exceptions.

Argentina is a very good exanple in this context.

Moder ni sati on causes changes in situations. The five
nation study of Anond and Verba in 1963, conparing the
participation rates across countries has identified the change. The
participation gap between nales and fenales in India and America is
found to be snallest conpared to other countries. This gap> between
nmales and females is likely to close further as literacy increases,
incone rises, wonen find jobs outside the house and wonen's
| i beration novenents progress.7 The study of Lovenduski shows that
the gap began to di sappear, in European countries in general and in
1979 a changing trend in the voting behaviour of wonen in Britain

| S noti ced.

The socio-economc factors of I|eaders in political
parties include personal factors, famlial factors and parental
status factors. In addition, organisational affiliation i.e.
membership in unions, parties, other partisan and non-partisan
associ ations could also be considered as inportant determnants of
i ndi vidual participation. The studies of Nie, Powell and Verba
trace the relative inportance of organisational affiliations as a

9

determning factor of wuniformty. Association of the wonen
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respondents with social group like ethnic, religious, [linguistic
and regional also need to be studied. /erba and his associates are
of the opinion that wonmen are inhibited by internilised or

externilised social constraints.

In the | ndian  soci ety t he reality  of wonen' s
soci 0- econom c condi tions have put them into the nost
di sadvant ageous and deprived community. As pointed out in one
study, the node of socialisation of girls, the very rigidly defined
roles and activities of wonen have contributed to the social

degradation of wonen in the Indian society in general.

Wiile studying the socio-economc background of the
respondents age, education, occupation, marital status, residence
before and after marriage, parental econom c status and educati onal
qualifications are taken as inportant factors. As wonen are said to
be having nore responsibilities at hone, the nunber of children and
their age are also taken into account. Limted studies are there in
| ndia which anal ysed the relationship between the socio-economc
background and the perceptions general, Research in Wnen's studies
is laying increasing focus on the socio-economc background for
assessing the behaviour of voters, roles of legislators and also

roles of wonen in professional status.12

In denocratic politics, the struggles of the political
parties are directed to wnning the alliance of the people to their

respective ideologies and programmes. |In a true denobcracy, a

79



13 In table

political minority status IS never a permanent status.
4.1 the distribution of the socio-economc e=c ores of wonen of
different parties is presented. The total scores of all the
respondents are classified into four categories as |low, nedium
high and very high. These categories are distributed party w se and
the frequencies of these categories are also calculated. As per the
socio-economic scores, the Congress and the C.P.M. respondents
secured the nmaxi num percentages of the |ower score, (51:61% and
42.30% respectively). The respondent s of T.D.P (42. 42% ,
B.J.P.(69.23%) and C P.l1. (44.44% have the nediumscores. T.D.P.,
B.J.P. and C.P.I.M.L. are having no scores at all at the very high
score category. Very limted respondents have the very high score.
Wsual |y [ow and nedi um scores of the respondents are due "to general
backwar dness of wonen in their socio-economc status. Usually the
economc position of wonen respondents is lower and so they needed
the economc support fromthe nearest relatives and noral support
from parents or husband. Due to these factors, they are holding

| ess nunber of positions in the public offices and al so | ess nunber

of leadership roles in the political parties at different |evels.

The |eadership positions of t he respondent s are
distributed party-wi se as shown in table 4.2 . The scores are given
to the different |eadership positions for different categories at
different levels. There are four categories of |eadership positions
and again each is <classified into four levels, nanely I|ocal,
district, state and national. In all +these categories, wonen

respondents holding positions in the parties in Andhra Pradesh are
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i ncluded. The four categories of |eadership are executive category,
wonen's wing, trade wunion wing and representation in State
| egi slature. The scores are given according to the hierarchical
| evel s giving more score to top positions. Anmong these categories,
executive commttees of the parties are considered as inportant
deci sion nmaking organs. The score given to the respondents are
divided into low, nediumand high. These total scores have been
distributed party-wise. It is interesting to note that the Congress
party is the only party to secure the highest score regarding
executive positions. The other parties got |esser scores. Al the
parties except the Congress secured the highest nedium percentage.
Presunably it is due to the fact that the Congress party has given
sone inportant roles to wonen at the state and national levels and

from other parties wonen have not received such encouragenent.

In table 4.3 the nean and standard deviation for the
scores of party categories are presented as the standard devi ation
is a significant statistical neasure. The standard deviation is

found to be significant.

Age:
Age of the respondents is an inportant background factor.
Age and gender are the two inportant personal factors associated

14 Narayan Pillai while conparing

with participation in politics.
the | eaders of Communist party and the Congress noted that age
plays a domnating role in political participation. As far as

seniority in his sanple is concerned, the Communists are ten years
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senior to the Congress.15

His argument is supported for political
reasons. |n the opinion of Nie, Verba and Kim also age hes | mpact
on political participation. Participation rises in early years,
peaks in m ddle ages and falls in latter years. Lfi Further, it is

noted that among young women, there was |ow voting rate.

As per the party-wise distribution of the age of the
respondents, table 4.4 makes clear that a considerable majority of
respondents are aged (41 and above) and they are equal ly
distributed in the age group of 41-50 and 51 and above. A majority
of the respondents of the B.J.P. and C.P.I.M.L. are 1in the age
group of 31-40, the percentage being 46% and 60% respectively. The
Congress and the T.D.P. respondents are in the highest percentage
in the age group of 41-50. The Congress scores 39% as its highest
percentage in this group and the T.D.P.scores 42% . The respondents
of the C.P.I. and C.P.M.secured the highest percentages in the age
group of 51 and above. The C.P.M.scores 35% as its highest score
and C.P.1. 50% . Parties like the CP.M, CP.I. and G P.I.ML.
have | ong experience in the party and they are ideologically
comm tted and due to these reasons, they continue in the party at a
| ater age also. The members of T.D.P. have got 12 years experience
as the party came into existence only 12 vyears Dbefore and a
consi derable number of the recruits are young. Hence respondents
above the age of 51 are very limted in T.D.P.. The members of the
Congress whose age is above 51 are also comparatively 1less in
number. This is due to discontinuation in active party politics and

absence of support from the party.

82



Age of Respondents and Age of Children:

It is usually understood that women  have  more
responsibilities at honme especially due to the need to take care of
children. And for this reason the age group of the respondents is
linked with the age group of children in table 4.5. It is obvious
fromthe table that the respondents belonging to the age group of
51 and above had their children in the age group of 26 years and
nore. Fromthe table, it can be noted that wonen respondents in the
age group of 41 and nore are 67%of the total nunber. Respondents
between 31 and 40 and another group that is 41 and 50 secured the
second rank and they have children in the age group of 11 and 25.
18 respondents out of 127 respondents have children below the age
group of 10 and among these, one third i.e. 33.33% have children
below 10 years. This shows that wonen in different political
parties in Andhra Pradesh are able to participate only in |esser
numbers when their age is below 30 years. The table represents no
di sparity between respondents in the age group of 31 to 40 and
41-50. The percentages of wonen in these two age groups is equal.
The wonen of these two age groups have children of 11 to 25 age
group. Their burden is relatively less and so nore participation is
presented and there is the possibility of nore wonen of these two
age groups getting into |l eadership roles in the parties. Mre over,
the wonen of these two age groups are nore fit to hold the
responsibilities outside the hone. Another point that could be
noted fromthe sane table is that the respondents in general have

nore | eadership positions in all parties fromanong the age groups
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of 31 to 50. In the opinion of Parry, married wonen wth children
are less politiza’ly involved and so the personal factor could

17 In table 4.6

appear to be deviating wonen relatively to nen.
respondents' age according to scores is classified and the standard
deviation is calculated. And the standard deviation seens to be
non-significant. This shows that the age group of respondents is
not to be considered for generalisation purposes in estimting
their activities in politics. And so in general, according to the
age group, participation of wonen may be having its own difference

and if initiation of wonmen is taken into consideration, their may

be nore participation of wonen irrespective of their age.

Pl ace of Birth:

The nean and standard deviation for the place of the
birth of all respondents of the parties under study are represented
in table 4.7. The scores were classified into different categories
and frequencies are noted. And the nean and standard devi ation were
found out in order to check the significance of standard devi ati on.
The table shows that the standard deviation is not significant.
This is due to the reason that the respondents' place of birth has
no inpact, because though they have noted their place of birth,
they may not continue to live in the sane place and so the place

birth has not been found as a determning factor.
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Educ ati on:

In the opinion of Lipset, even though education is not a
sufficient condition for any political developnent, is has its
strong association with the political participation of a person.18
But some studies note that education has no inpact on recruitnent.
In the opinion of Jorgan, the nature of participation at the | ocal
levels , that is at the County |evels not influenced by education.
In spite of not having educational gqualification and occupati onal
status, the nenbers are recruited to the parties in Arerica at the

| ocal |evel, and so education is not to be regarded as an important

factor for political participation.

Duverger is convinced that education is the nost decisive
factor for wonen's political participation. |In his opinion, the
econom ¢ i ndependence has no nore succeeded in banishing a general
mentality born out of traditional outlay.20 The above studies
indicate the relevance of education. Jennings enphasises that
rel evance of education is cunulative. And so it is not possible to

deny the fact that education is an inportant independent variable

i n support of political |eaders.

In the study of Parry and Moyser it 1is evident that
education has positive association with political participation.21
A fred DO Souza also feels that the | evel of education of wonen is
an inportant indicator for understanding the present and future

status of wonen in a country.22 The educational background of the
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respondents i shown party-wise in table 4.8. It is evident from
the table that women ) caders W th secondary educat i onal

qualification fromthe B.J.FP., CP. M., C.P.I. and CP.I.ML. are
hi ghest in nunber i.e. 62%of the B.J.P., 50%of the C.P.M. 56% of

the CP.I and 80% of the CP.I.ML.. The T.D.P. respondents show
the hi ghest percentage in respect of graduate nenbers. Again the
T.D.P. has the highest percentage of (39.39) Post G aduates,

Medi cal and Technical G aduates. In both graduation and other
hi gher professional educational qualifications, Congress scored the
second rank.i.e. 26% in the case of the graduates and 38. 7% in case
of other higher qualifications. This difference between left

parties and the other parties is due to the reason "that the
respondents in the Congress and T.D.P. are direct recruits wth
hi gher educational 1level. For the 1left parties, nor e t han
educational background, there is another signi ficant factor

i nfluencing their recruitnent. It is the political education which
has nore inportance. As G bbins opines, education wdens the
outl ook and enables a person to understand the needs of the

people‘z3

Cccupati on:

Political behaviour S very nmuch i nfl uenced by
occupation. In India during the freedom nobvenent, | awyers were
playing a domnating role and the teachers and the journalists also
were active in the novenent. In India the traditional dom nance by

| awyers in the party is declining. Their place is being taken over
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by farnmers, and agriculturists. The farners do represent the rural

I nterest more than the urban interest.24

Rajni Kothari is of the opinion that in India the
Communist parties draw nenbers overwhelmngly from trade unions,
professional politicians and journalists.25 In the opinion of
Narayan Pillai in larger societies, politicians are nore than

likely to be drawn fromthe dispensable occupations like those of

| aw and journalism Wi | e discussing the voting behaviour, Scott

QG eer points out that the above opi nion may be supported. In the
opi nion of Lipset and Stein Rokkan, class interests are politically
27
relevant in different degrees in the western democracies.” Wiile
di scussing legislative roles, scholars |like Laswell and Mc. Dougal
referred to the participation of lawers in the legislatures. In
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assenbly and also in Lok Sabha the
recent trend is the domnation of the agriculturists. Thi s stands

as evidence to the finding of Rajni Kothari.

The occupational background of the respondent s S
distributed party-wise in table 4.9. The occupations of wonen
respondents are classified into 7 <categories. Under the first
category, wonen not having any occupation are included. But they do
not have any occupation outside the hone. They are wusually called
as house wives as they are not paid job holders. Sone of the nodern
economsts are of the opinion that household work is also to be
considered as a part of the work force. Under the seventh category

certain jobs like M.D.0.s, Extension Oficers, Wnen Wlfare
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Gficers are incl uded. The remaining include teachers, | awyers,
doctors, businessmen and land owners. Uader the teachers category
all the teaching professionals from primary to post graduation

| evel are included.

It is interesting to note that the highest nunber of the
respondents from each party are from no occupational group. In the
no occupation group, fultime party workers are also included. The
fultime party workers usually do not have any other earnings. From
this group the respondents fromC.P.I.M.L. (80% scored the highest
percentage. Next come the respondents of C.P.M. and B.J.P.. From
the teaching profession T.D. P. scored the highest percentage (18%.
Fromthe lawers group again T.D.P. scored the top rank that is
12% And this finding also supports Rajni Kothari's opinion that

wonen | awers are also declining in nunber in political parties.

B.J.P., C.P.I. and CP.1.ML. do not have doctors as
representatives. And T.D P again scores the highest percentage (6%
differing with other parti es. From the  business group,
interestingly, B.J.P. scores the highest percentage (8%). Even
though B.J.P. is differing with T.D.P. and the Congress, they are
havi ng the hi ghest scores from business groups. It is interesting
to note that the Congress is the only party, which is having wonen
| eadership fromland owners' group. Land owners group is very |ess
i N nunbers because wonen are not enjoying property rights on par
wth nmen. From this study, it can be concluded that wonen

respondents are mainly from non-occupational group. Wnen of other
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prof essional groups are holding |eadership positions only with the
support of famly nenbers. 1Igbal Narain (1971) is of the opinion
t hat working worren including professionals indicate a higher degree
of awareness, but that is not necessarily reflecting in their

“

participation in political parties. In India, no particular
occupation is nore possibly associated with the | eadership of wonen
in politics. However, wealth has a positive association with the

overal | participation.30

So higher occupation and higher wealth
will result in higher political participation. In contrast, as far
as direct action is concerned, wonen from poorer sections and

wor ki ng cl asses participate in |arge nunbers.
Communi ty:

Whi | e exam ning wonen's political participation in India,
the inpact of caste has also to be noted. As per VMickey Randall's
study, it is wonen fromthe mddle tiers of the caste hierarchy who

31

participate roostY” Wnen in lower social strata, are +too busy

serving their tine and the upper strata wonen are confined to hones

32 ¢
and so mddle social strata wonen participate in politics. 'D.

Venkateswarlu in his study Ilinks the caste background to the
political participation in Andhra Pradesh.33 Atul Kohli in his book
" Denocracy and Discontent' finds caste as an inportant factor to
secure public positions in Andhra Pradesh. He deals nmainly with the
inportant role played by two castes in Quntur District, during the
elections. Robert L. Hardgrave Jr. in his book ° Government and

Politics in a Developing Nation', Rajni Kothari in “Polities |np
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India’, Mrris Jones and others find caste as an inportant factor

influencing political recruitnment and participaticu.

In table 4.10 the caste of the respondents is distributed
party-wise. It is interesting to note that except C.P.I.M.L., all
parties have representation from all castes. Therefore caste nay
not be a mgjor criteria for wonen's |eadership in political
parties. |In the sanple, Brahmns and Reddys are found to be less in
nunber in the Congress, the percentage being 6.4% anongst each.
Bank wi se, mnorities and other castes together score the highest
percentage. But the Kapu caste stands at the second place in
Congress. B.C., S.Cs, S.Ts together score the third rank. The table
shows that the affiliation of the Congress wth Kapu caste is

significant.

The T.D.P. respondents, caste w se give another picture.
B.Cs, S.Cs, S Ts together score the highest percentage in the
party's wonen | eadership. The second place is scored by Kamma caste
and the third by the mnorities and other castes. It is to be noted
that under this group, Miuslins, Christians, Kshatriyas, Visyas etc.

are i ncl uded.

In the B.J.P. sanple, both Kamma and Brahmn castes
secured the top rank, the percentage being 23% And the sane
evidences are seen in the previous studies. In B.J.P., Reddys and
Kapus scored the second rank getting 15%each. B.C., S C, ST.s

together al so secured the second rank. In the C.P.M. sanple, Kammas
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scored the. first rank, the percentage being 38% The Brahmn
secured the second rark and the last two groups mnorities, B.CGCs,
SG and S Ts scored the third rank. In the CP.1., Kapus scored
the first rank B.Cs, S.Cs and S . Ts together scored second rank and
Brhamins score the third rank. It is evident from the table that
each party has wonen all castes. But no caste is conpletely ignored
excepting in C.P.I.M.L. The findings of previous studies showed as

different picture conpared to that in the present sanple consisting

of women respondents.

Table 4.11 shows that all the forward castes conbined
t oget her showed them hi ghest percentage in each party. Anmong these
hi ghest percentages CP.I.ML. tops the rank and that is followed
by B.J.P., C.F.M., CP.1., Congress and the T.D.P. The percentage
of forward castes has been the lowest in T.D.P. conpared to the
other parties. There is no significant difference between the
Congress and the CP.I. Conpared to the percentage of forward
castes each | ower caste has got |ess percentage. In Congress, B.C
representation is not found and it is interesting to note that
S G, STs and mnorities are not having positions in B.J.P.,
CPI., CP.I.ML. In CPM mnorities are not represented in the
| eadership roles. Fromthis sanple, it is quite evident that the
T.DP. seens to be the only party which had given place to all
castes. Alnost all castes are represented in all parties which can
be said to be a positive sign. It is again interesting to note that
the B.J.P. has no representation frommnorities. Axd in the sane

way, mnorities are not having a place in the left parties. Form
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this it 1% c¢lear that no particular caste is dominating in any of
the parties as far as the 1¢adership Oof wonmen is concer ned.
Marital Status:

In table 4.12 the narital status of the respondents 1is
presented. Marital status and its significance is to be examned as
a background factor for wonen participants. It is apparent fromthe
table that a mgjority of the respondents are narried. 1In this
sanple, C.P.I.M.L. scored the first rank, B.J.P. scored the second
rank. This is followed by CP.I., T.D.F., C.F.M. and the Congress.
Except B.J.P. and CP.I.ML. the other four parties have unnarried
wonen as the |eaders. The percentage of widows is high in both
Congress and T.D.P. as there is the practice that wonen are given a
place after the death of their husbands. This practice is to show
synpathy to the famly of the departed political |eader on one hand
and to secure profit to the party on the other. The practice is
also due to respect for the heredity principle and it has becone a

part of the Indian political culture.

In table 4.13 the nean and standard deviation scores on
the narital status of the respondents of all the political parties
are presented. The standard deviation is found to be non

significant.
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Residence

In table 4.14, the resi denti al | ocati on of t he
respondents during their childhood is presented. Wth the help of
class value and frequencies, the nean and standard deviation are
cal cul ated. The standard deviation is found to be non significant.
The wonen respondents seemed to be not having any influence of the
resi dence during chil dhood. Table 4.15 denotes the party-w se
di stribution of respondents' residential |ocation before and ' after
marriage. It is clear fromthe table that wonen respondents changed
their place after marriage. Usually wonen mgrate after marri age as
they have to go to their husband's house. Usually they wll
acconpany their husbands whenever change of place due to husband's
job occurs. For the proper organization and conduct of regular
activities, a fixed place for political ©participants S a
necessity. In this aspect, wonen definitely face a set back. Table
shows that wonen's political activities are stronger in towns and

cities than in rural areas.

Al fred D.Souza observes that in the countries of
Sout h-Asia, rural-urban mgrations are predom nant. Due to marri age

35 It is

or by association, wonen mgrate along with their husbands.
obvious from the table that after marriage wonen, political |eaders
in the sanple have mgrated to towns and cities. There is also an
I ndi cati on of decreasing nunber of wonen leaders in the rural
areas. This could be due to the followi ng reasons. The parties may

have their organization at the grass roots |evel and wonen may not
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be ac tive in the rural areas. In the cities, after migration, wonen
may De nore active lue to the support fromtheir husbands. Lastly,
wonen in towns and cities may be nore active due to the support
from political parties. It is to be noted from the table that
C.P.I.M.L. respondents are nore in percentage in villages than in
towns during the early age. In the villages, the C.P.M. | eaders are
nore in percentage than in other parties. In towns, the Congress
respondents are high in percentage after narriage than the other
parties" respondents. In cities, the B.J.P. has got the highest
percentage of respondents after nmarriage conpared to other parties.
However, Veena Majundar in the report “Towards Equality' (1974),
pointed out that wurbanization cannot be identified wth high
political awareness or participation. There is no significant
difference between the participation of wonen in urban area
compared to rural area. Women in the present sanple have becone

active in cities and tows nostly due to mgration,

Eduration of fhe Nearest Relatives:

As a socio-economc background factor, respondent s’
parental educational qualifications and husband's educat i onal
qualifications and their significance are necessary to be exam ned.
The facts are shown in table 4.16 . It is interesting to note that
father's education of the B.J.P. respondents top the rank under the
category of higher education. In all the three, rel atives
educational qualification are presented in the sane table and the

qualifications are grouped as prinmary, secondary and hi gher. Under
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the hi gher qualification, the educational qualification fromthe +2
onwards are included. Respondents of T.D P. have scored the highest
percentages from the secondary education group. In the rest of the
parties, the higher percentages of respondent's fathers had only
prinmary education. From these findings it is clear that educational
background of father can be linked wth daughter's political
participation. Education of father has a correspondi ng i nfluence on
the participation of wonen in political parties. But in the left
parties, education of father is not the main criteria for

notivati ng daught ers.

In the sane table, nothers' educational levels are also
presented. Mther's education secured the highest percentage in the
prinmary category. For the respondents' political role, nother's
education is not so significant. In the case of husband' s
education, the table reveals that the B.J.P. and CP.M had the
hi ghest percentage conpared to other parties. Except the Congress
and CP.I., the husband's education is at lower ranks as far as
secondary education is concerned. Comparatively, only the CP M
respondents have shown higher percentage in the context of
husband's prinmary education. It is interesting to note that higher
the qualification of the husband, higher is the possibility of the
wonen getting recruited to leadership roles. And so wonen political
| eaders have nore political prospects due to husband's support as
the nore educated husbands are likely to be progressive in outl ook
and to encourage and to support the political participation of

Women.
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Economc Status of the Nearest Relatives:

The economic status of the respondents”™ relatives 1is
presented in table 4.17 . The respondents' relatives' economic
status is classified into high, nediumand |[ow. In the case of
medi um and hi gh groups, the ranks showed no difference. Husbands'
economic status showed the first ranks followed by father's
econom c status, respondent's econom c status and nother's economc

cones at the | ast.

Interestingly, in the low incone groups, nother's incone
tops the rank followed by respondent's incone, father's inconme and
husband's i ncone. In the case of nmedium and hi gh st at us
respondents’', husbands' economic status 1is considered as the
support factor of the respondent's political participation and in
the case of |low incone group, nother's economc status nmay be
consi dered as support factor. In the opinion of Carol C Gould
(1988), there are certain characteristic traits that have been
traditionally associated wth wonen. They are supportive and

communi cative. So it is noted that wonen's experience will be the

out come of the devel opnent of the characteristic trades of the
respondents.37 Mother's influence is sone what significant on

daughter's and husband's encouragenent also adds to it.
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Political Experience During Student Careers

VWnen respondents' political experience when they were
students, is shown in table 4.18 . It can be seen from the table
that the respondents of the T.D.P. and Congress were not involved
in political activity while being students. Sone of the women
respondents of C.P.M., C.P.1., and C.P.I.M.L. were involved in
politics as students. The C.P.I. respondents got (34.61%, and the
CP.I.ML. respondents 80% And so early political careers were
well initiated in the case of the respondents of these two parties.
The T.D.P. and Congress respondents had the active involvenent only
i n Mahila Mandals and this has influenced their recruitnent into
these parties. The B.J.P. respondents with the exception of one
have no political involvenent during the student days. The C P.M
and C.P.I. and also C. P.I.ML. party respondents have had nore
i nvol venent in the student w ngs of parties. It is <clear that a
good nunber of the wonen in the sanple have either played the role
of |leaders or have had |eadership training in their student career.
It is also to be noted that a significant proportion of wonen have
experience in Mhila WMndals which could be considered as a
stepping stone for political participation in the future. However,
fresh recruits, i.e., wonen with “no involvenent' outside their

honmes and study place are also found.

In the opinion of Robert E Lane (1972), one learns to
participate in politics, through the involvenent in politics in

early life. Experience in any field develops right attitudes and
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3R
bel i ef s. In conclusion, early experience strengthens t he

confidence anong the respondents to hold any position. So
experience in Mahila Mandals has also been wuseful to hold any

political position as Mahila Mandal s can be treated as peer groups.

Political Experience:

In the opinion of Lawson, enphasis should be given to
political background as an inportant factor. Party |eader have
groawn up in politicized honmes and have becone interested in
politics and have adopted partisan identification at an early

e.39 The party wise distribution of the respondents' political

ag
experience is presented in table 4.19 . Political experience is
calculated in nunber of years. It is quite clear from the table,
that the higher percentage of the respondents in the parties
nanely, Congress, T.D.P. and B.J.P. have political experience,
ranging from6 to 10 years. A high percentage of the CP.M and the
C.P.I. nenbers have |onger experience conpared to other parties
which is nore than 16 years. Wiereas CP.I.ML. is the only party
whi ch has the highest percentage of nenbers in the age group of 11
to 15 years experience. In the case of |left parties, once a person
Is recruited to the party, she/ he would definitely continue in the

party. That's why, in the left parties, the respondents have gai ned

nore political experience.

G the six parities under study, it is the Congress which

gave nore opportunities to wonen to becone leaders at all |evels.
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The other parties recruit themonly at the local level. A study of
the socio-economic background of the respondents revealed that a
magni tude of wonen recruited to |eadership roles are of the age
falling between 31 and 50 years. Again the B.J.P. gave nore

preference to the youngsters.

It is generally noted that wonen between the age group of
31 and 50, have less burden of the famly and they found
accessibility to the political roles. For wonen, the place of birth
is not inportant. Instead, education is the decisive factor in the
promotion of women’s roles in the political parties. After T.D P
has come into existence, educated wonen were recruited both for the
party organi zations and as party candidates. For the left parties,
political education is the significant factor. Significantly, wonen
in different occupations have shown little interest in politics and
women, not having occupation showed nore inclination to enter

politics.

VWnen form weal thy sections, have nore opportunities for
active political involvenent. Formthe social background, it 1is
noted that caste is not the main criteria - for wonen to take up
| eadership roles. Interestingly, narried wonen occupied higher
positions in the political parties than the unnmarried. Wenever,
w dows participate, they have cone to occupy their husbands'
positions. This enriched the hereditary principle. Residence of
wonen is an inportant background factor, as a high percentage of

wonen in the sanple are fromurban background. It is evident form
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these findings that mgration fromrural to the urban areas after
nmarriage, takes place and they =rv able to spend their time for
performng their political roles. Active participation and
recruitnment of wonmen in the political parties is evident, when the
father's education is high. Political experience is significantly
higher in the left parties than in the other parties, because the

respondents are commtted to ideology and as they discourage party

defections.
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TABLE 433 mean AND STANDARD DEVIATION ON PARTY CATESTtY CF WOMEN RESPONDANTS
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TABLE 4;5 AGE GROUP OF RESPONDANTS LINKED WTH THE ASE GROUP CF THEIR CHI LDREN
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TABLE 4:6 MeAN AND STANDARD DEVIATION ON ASE CF THE RESPONDANTS
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TABLE 4;3 parTYWISE DI STRIBUTION OF EDUCHETIQMNAL BACKSROUND OF RESPONDANTS.
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TABLE 4:9 PARTYH SE DI STRIBUTI ON ¢F THE OCCUPATI ONAL BACKSROUND OF THE RESPONDANTS
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TABLE 4.11 PARTY WSE DI STRIBUTION OF RESPDNDANT' S COMMUNITY.
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TABLE 4:12 PARTY w1se DISTRIBUTION CF MARITAL STATUS OF RESPONDANTS.

-

oag I DA, BLE CRM LRI CAL AL

F o F oz F Y F 1 F 1 F 1
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TABLE 4:13 HEAN STANDARD DEVIATION ON MARITAL STATUS OF REsPoNDANTS CF ALL PARTIES.

Frequency  Deviation froa Deviation

Bevidtion Squared

X X

Llass Class Yalue  Freguemey [lass Vaiue Mean Squared Freguency
, 2 i

H f £x d4{3.23) q 4

1 1 14 11 2.3 4.57 1,97
rd Z ] 1 1,23 1,51 3.82
3 3 183 387 B.23 B.23 B.15
Total 381 8.89

5.0, = 8.14

Noa Significant



TABLE 4:14 MEAN AND STANDERED DEVI ATION ON RESI DANCE DURING CH LDHOCD CF RESPONDANTS.

Frequency  Deviation from Deviation Deviation Squared

t !

Llass  Class Valye  Frequency Class Value Aeran Sguared Frequency
2 2

X § fx §i2.2351 g fd

Z 2 33 7 1.235 1,327 33.44
1 3 3 bb 2.224 0.855 1.81
4 L 5 17t 4,754 2.583 22
] T3 2 & -1, 244 289 .78
Total Iy 127 .76

5.5, = 8.8

Non Gigrificant.



TABLE #:18

PARTYNISE DISTRIBUTION QF EBUCATIDNAL BACKSRQUND QF PARENTS AND HUSBANDS OF RESPONDANTS.

Cang 1 1.0.P, B.d.". C.P.K. LRI, C.h.1. ML,

f X ¥ i F i F H F L F 4
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TABLE 4:15 PARTYWISE BISTRIBUTION OF RESIDANCE OF REGPONDAKT SEFORE ANB AFTEN WRARIASE,

Cong | T.0.P. 8.1.P. C.P.N, L.r.1. C.P.1. N.d

£ 1 F 1 ¥ I F 1 F 1 F 1

A B BEH ¢ 20,77 3 A 0% T T lb.bb 3 i3
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A 2 A4 I 4.8 | 7.8 5 1923 7 W75 - -
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plare B - - bR

térequent change of residance}

R I &5.68

Tztal h4/ 33 it 28 i8 3

3.8 = Before Marriage.
A.M. = After Marriage.



TABLE 4:17 econamic svatus OF THE RESPONDANTS ARD THEIR NEAREST raMiLy meweews.

Kinship Relationship H gh Rank Mediue Rk Lew Rk & 27
F X F I F o1
Father's sconosic Status 26 28.47 11 S 83,78 Il 2 1575 Il

tether's sconssic Status 3 236 IV 3 2.3 IV 121 9523 |
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TABLE 4:18 PARTY VISE DISTRIBUTION CF PQLITICAL EXPERIENCE OF RESPGNDANTS AS STUDENTS
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TABLE 4:10 PARTY WIE BISTRIBJT10N OF POLITICAL EXPERIENCE OF THE RESPONDANTS..

PoZitical experience
p* the respondants
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CHAPTER- V

RECRU TMENT PATTERNS



In participatory democratic systens, active participation
of the people is to be cultivated, so that participants involve
thenselves in the political process and nore inportantly 1in the
deci sion making and in the execution of decisions if denocracy is
to be meaningful. Mbdern denbcracy is understood as majority rule,
but the vitality of denocracy is found when the mnority 1is

recogni sed and the rights of mnority are guaranteed

In liberal denocracies there is nore enphasis on the
participation of citizens. # 5 States |ike Britain, United

States and India are treated as |i beral democracies. But even 1In

such societies, wonen are not still having adequate representation.
They have the |eadership positions only to a Ilimted extent.
Ctizens' potential is still to be recognised and they are to Dbe

recruited to those positions. As Sanuel Beer rightly puts its,
people have unrealised potential for self cultivation, sel f
direction, self understanding, and creativity. These potentialities
can be realised in a participatory denocracy, when people conme out

o
of isolation and participate in comunity activity

Denocracy is based on equality. Most of the nodern
| i beral denocracies guarantee the right to equality. It cannot Dbe
assured nerely by constitutional provision, but depends on
different sorts of social groups which influence governnent.
Usually the political parties are the major agents of denocratic

3
systemto influence the governnent . In order to protect the
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denocratic thene, political parties are to be organised taking the
political equality i nto account, SO t hat citizens have
opportunities to discover and to fornulate goals. To act and to

realise their goal, the political parties Ilink them and bring

i ntegration anong them

Political parties are agencies through which denocratic
activities could be carried. They Dbring together wunacquainted
i ndividuals who share comon beliefs, conmon i nterests and
aspirations. They, recruit train and send nenbers to the top
| eadership positions. In the words of Key Lawson, parties are often
a nation's inportant personnel service4. Thus the parties perform
the functions of conversion, aggregation, repression, integration,
per suasi on, representation, recruitnment and choice of |eaders,

5
deli beration, policy fornulation and control of the governnent

Party represents the interests of a given class or a
soci al group. Parties convert the demands and interests into
decision and policies and parties nobilise the individuals and of
all these functions, recruitnent is a very inportant and crucial
one. Recruitnent, in the w dest possible sense denotes training and
preparation for |eadership. Recruitnment patterns of party nenbers
and | eaders in great deal determne the characteristics of the

political systens. Therefore, political parties are the <creatures

of nodern political system.
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RECRU TMENT s

Political recruitnent is the process by which political
roles are fiIIed7. Every political system selects political and
adm nistrative office holders. Recruitnment has gained inportance in
the political process. In the opinion of WH  Mrris Jones, the
scope of recruitnent stretches from participation to |[|eadershinp.
Recruitnment clearly throws light on the style and performance of
various political institutions, viz., ©parlianent, party and

bureaucracy. In order to give inportance to specific representation

of a specific group, recruitnent pattern changes.

In denocratic systens, political and adm ni strative

positions are open to any candidate wth sufficient talent.g
Recruitnment patterns will have sone influences. If new goals are
adopt ed, recruitnment patterns wll change. Adoption of new

recruitnment patterns bring a change in the political systemand its

characteristics al so.

Again, political recruitnment depends on elite theory. The
political systenms goes on changing as and when the recruitnent and
dismssal of elites are done alternately in a critical juncture.10
So wherever recruitnent process is present, strong candidates wll

be recognised in the conpetition.

Al nrond and Powell are of the opinion that, in the United
States and Britain, political positions are open to the talented

Peopl e. Usually education and class status are inportant conditions
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for leadership recruitnment. It is also believed that recruitnent by
political parties should be directed by permtting w der
participation rather than producing defined policies and highly
qualified status nen. |f this is not present, participation crisis
arises and is often viewed as a historical sequence of denmands by
groups even |lower on the social scale than their predecessors for
admssion to legitimate participation in the political system

Wlliam E Wight discusses the concept of recruitnent nodels. The
two basic party nodels differ each other. As per the rational
efficient nodel, recruitnent is nore open and fl exi ble, because the
party leaders recruit froma diversity of groups. These are |ess
institutionalised career patterns and nore possibility of self
recruitnment in this model. Secondly as per the party denbcracy

nodel, political career patterns are highly institutionalised. I n

the party denocracy nodel, career lines are very clear. Candi dates
for public office rise wthin the organisational structures.12
Milbrath gives inportance to political participation nodel .
However, the recruitnment process is to be interpreted to contain a
w de range of vari abl es, i ncl udi ng soci al backgr ound
characteristics, patterns of political socialization, nodes of
entry into political and party activity, notivations and incentives
for political activity, political attitudes, political career
patterns and aspirations. Mst studies deal only wth selected
aspects. Herbert Jacob adds personality, comunity and political

structure variables to the usual social background variables.13
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From t he above discussions, sone inportant propositions

could be made.

1. Political | eaders and activists are wusually from higher
econom c status than party nenbers, identifiers and voters.

2. Socio-economc status of |eaders in turn increases the status
of public officers and level of the party.

3. Menbers of the right parties usually belong to a higher status
than the left party members.

4. Leaders are from the famlies, where famly nenbers are
politically active.

5. Leaders follow the foot steps of their parents and join the
parent's party.

6. Leaders develop loyalty towards a party at an early age.

7. Leaders generally have the political conpetence and political

efficacy.

8. Leaders are attracted by sone ideol ogy.

9. Both policy incentives and material incentives attract the
leaders.

10. Sone |eaders rise to the higher positions, iIf they are
not i vat ed.

11. |If conpetition is less, the mnority party tends to recruit

nore candi dates than the nmajority party.

12. In the conpetitive situation, both or all parties are Ilikely

to recruit candidates.

Wonen could play inportant roles if they are supported,

encouraged and recruited to different positions in the parties.As

is well known, various agents |like famly peer groups, school and
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political organisations give different outlook to girls and boys.
However, women |eaders also ge“ into active party politics, due to
various factors 1i.e., personal interest, political influence,
encouragenent from party |eaders and Il nspiration from the
charismatic | eadership. And due to sone special conditions also
wonen nmay get involved in politics. So different factors contribute
to womenbSentry into politics, membership and |leadership in the
party. Sone wonen start their political career W th party
menbership activity and sone wonen nay be directly recruited to the
hi gher positions after being offered the candidature for public
of fices. The respondents have been asked to nention the factors
responsi ble for their recruitnment. The nultiple responses given,

have been classified into 5 groups.
Famly :

Respondents in the first category are those whose famly
nmenbers are also party nenbers. Sone responses given by the wonen

in the sanple are the follow ng

1. M family nenbers are party nenbers and so | amalso recruited

to the party.

2. "l joined the party due to the inspiration given by ny husband".
3. "I amrecruited to this position after the death of ny husband".
4. "Though | amnot interested, | have to take wup the position,

after the death of ny husband”" . | have to conplete the duties

undone by ny husband”.
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Specially sone legislators in the past and present, are
selected after the death of the husband or any other famly head.
Wiet her the concerned candi dates have inclination to serve are not,
they are being selected by the parties. Such an opinion is
reflected in the witer's interview with Smt. M.Varalaxmi, a

14 She said, ™ though | amnot interested, | have

Congress M ni ster.
to conplete the duties undone by ny husband.” In the sane way
famly influence plays an inportant role in the case of recruitnent
to higher cadres in the party. That was expressed by Pasya Padma,

Secretary of CPI Whnen's Wing.lS

Party I deology Interest in the Party :

The second category of the respondents got into the
positions, due to earlier experience, or due to interest 1in the

| deol ogy of the party. Sone of the opinions are quoted bel ow :

1. "I aminterested in the party ideology and | wll work for

strengthening the party".

2. "After attending the youth canps of the party, | got interest
in the party".

3. "I have read party literature and decided to join the party".

4. "I worked as a nenber of student wing and so got interest in

joining the party".
The above are nostly the expressions of the wonen from
Leftist parties. For instance, Ms.Chandra Raja Kumari, the present

CGeneral Secretary at State Level of A.I.W.F. said that after
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attending the student political classes and party training classes,
she was recruited into the party and party position.16 Anot her
opinion, close to this, was that of Qjjula Sarala Devi, who
mentioned that in addition to the influence of her father and
husband, she was recruited in recognition of her experience in her
st udent Iife.17 An executive nenber of CPI M. party pointed out that
as a young person, she got attracted to the party and the party
executive position is the result of the recognition to her

services.

Experi ence & I nterest

\%

On occasions, Leaders of the party pursue wonen to get
into the party and party positions. In these cases wusually the
|l ocal leaders initiate and identify active wonen, having a bent of
mnd for |eadership. The third category of the respondents gave the

foll owi ng responses.

1. “"Because of ny higher education, status and participatory
abilities, the local |eaders askedroeto join the party and to
hold party position".

2. "I joined the party through Mahila Mandal s".

3. "The party persuaded ne to join the party, on account of ny

financial status".

Somre wonen leaders in the sanple are those who are
involved in the activities of organisations in their individual

capacity. Here their experience 1is recognised and they are
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persuaded by the party |eaders. Smt. Durga Bhakta Vatsalam the
President of Manila Congress, said that she was recruited to
several State level posts of the Congress party, in recognition of
her i ndependent organisational abilities and services to the
people.19 Eeti Vijaya Laxm, Congress Legislator, nentioned that on

account of her financial status, she was selected to the party.20

Socio~Economic Status $

The fourth category of the respondents are those from
groups having reservations. The following are the responses from

the wonen of the reserved categories

1. "I got involved in politics wwth the objective of serving ny
communi ty".
2. "The party has gender equality as one of the objectives to

realise, and so | joined the party".
3. "I joined the party as there is a need for contesting from a

reserved constituency".
4. "It is only through the political party, we can be
active"” .Ms.Padmasri, a Congress nenber of Lok Sabha said that,
she was recruited only to contest from a reserved seat.21

Mlindira stated that she was attracted by t he party

22
pProgrammes .

The fifth category of the respondents are those who
entered the party positions through the other |eaders. The

respondents have been recruited, when the party |eaders called for
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new recruits. The following are sone of the responses

;. "The high command directed the party nenbers to recruit ne

into the party".

2. "I amattracted by the schenes of Indira Gandhi, | joined the
party".
3. "As the leaders of the party gave the call for new recruits |

joined the party. Added to that | hate the other parties".
B. Vijaya Laxmi, a nenber of Pradesh Congress Committee
stressed that wonen are inspired by the stature of |Indira Gandhi,

and such an inspiration paved the way for her recruitnment into the

23
party.

The above indicates that the background factors are, to
an extent, linked to the recruitnent patterns of wonen in political

parties. It would now be useful to nention the general pattern of

recruitnent.

Sone political scientists studied the recruitnent pattern
of the nenber and leaders in general at different levels. Milbrath

deals with recruitnent in "Political Participation".

Wnen's |leadership in political parties at the state
| evel includes |eadership in decision nmaking, executive comittees
and | eadership in affiliated wings |ike Wnen's Wngs, Agricultural
Wngs, Trade Union Wngs, District Executive Commttees and
nmenbership as well as leadership in the state |egislature. Leaders

at all these levels take up key roles.
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In respect of the Congress Party, at the state level, the
Pradesh Congress Committee | ooks after the various organisational
activities of the party. P.C.C. consists of members el ected by an
el ectoral college, ex-presidents of PCC Presidents of DCC, AICC and
nmenbers elected by legislature. In the PCC and DCC 30% nenbers are
monen.24 CPI has got 3 organisations at the state el. The
Secretari at, Executive Conmittee and State Secretariat | evel
consist of 9 nenbers each but has no wonen nenbership. The
Executive Conmttee, has only one wonman representative out of 31
menbers and in the State Council, which consists of 125 nmenbers, 7

are womnen. 25

For the CPM, there are two organisations at the state
level. One is State Commttee which consists of 65 nenbers and

anmong these 2 are wonen. In the second organisation, i.e., the
2R

State Secretariat, there are no wonen members. BJP has 3 wonen
menbers out of 50, nenbers Iin the State Executive Commttee and at

the District level also 3 wonen nenbers are there out of 30
nembers.

The TDP State Executive has two wonen nenbers out of 20
to 25 nenbers. Qut of these two, one is the Vice-President of the
party and the other one represents Tel ugu Mahila.28 According to the
need sone nore wonen nenbers nmay be included in it. In the CPI M
(Denocratic) as per the strength the wonen nenbers in the party,
wonen W ll be recruited into State Executive Committee. A high
percentage of the nenbers are from downtrodden communities. The

Total nunber of nenbers of CPI M. was not reveal ed, but there is
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hi gher percentage of wonmen in the conmmttee, conpared to such

commttees of o¢uener parties.zg

Each of the parties has its own affiliating organisations
and these function as agents of various sections of the society.
These sections |ike workers, youth and wonen are socialised by the
trade wunions, youth fronts and women"s organisations of the
parties. The nmenbers of these organisations, fulfill vari ed
programmes and extend support to the parties in addition to
financial help. The political parties fill the executive commttees
recruiting fromthese organisations. These agencies are usually

called as party's mﬂngs.BO

Menbers of these organisations get representation in the
| egi sl ature al so through elections. Each party has its own trade
union wi ng. INTUC, AITUC, CNTU, TNTUC, BMS are the trade wunion
wings of the Congress, CPI, CPIM, TDP and BJP respectively.
Political parties cannot remain indifferent towards wonen who
constitute nearly 50%of the electorate. Al the parties have
wonen's organi sations to secure support. The Congress party forned
Its own wonen's wing in 1953.31 The CPI has National Federation of
| ndi an Wonen, CPIM°s wonmen wing is the All India Denocratic Wonen's
Associ ati on. Telugu  Manil a, Mahi | a Mor cha, Progressive
Organi sations for wonen are the wonmen wings of TDP, BJP & CPIML

respectively. These are nostly training grounds for members.
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A correct assessnment of the recruitnent needs to be
studied in relation t> the background of those recruited. In the
sanpl e under study, direct recruitnent is not possible in the left
parties. But the other three parties nanely Congress, TDP and BJP
directly recruit nenbers at different levels of the party and the

public offices.

The linear Miultiple Regression Analysis and Correlation
Matri x adopted in the study helped to conclude that background
factors have their influence over the recruitnent patterns of wonen
| eaders in party. For instance, education plays an inportant role

32

in the recruitment of the person into party position. As Patterson

observed, education and political background play inportant role in
the recruitnent of persons into the party. It is quite evident that
the TDP adopted this pattern, when the party canme into existence.
Many of the contestants for public office fromthis party are found

to be those in high professions.33

The other background factor is the economc status or
occupation. Eeti Vijaya Laxmi revealed that economc status is an

34

i mportant criteria for recruitnent. In spite of these factors, the

final push is needed for sone party nenbers. As Milbrath stated, a

kind of threshold nust be crossed before a person changes roles.35

Wil e the above is the general trend, the following is an
assessnent of the chief factor influencing recruitnent in various
parties. In the sanple under study, the famly influence is seen to

a considerable extend in TDP, CPI, and CPM This supports the
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argunent of Carol Wbl kowitz. In a study entitled Controlling
Wnen's Access to Politice! Power, she states that famly is not
always a site of oppression for women. A new theorization can be
done, for in many societies wonen's position in the famly gives

them access to political power. Such access makes them gl adiators

or spectators.

In connection with wonen holding public offices, Car ol
pointed that, ‘male equival ance' deserves to be investigated.
Interest in ideology nakes the respondent a nore commtted

37

activist. As per Milbrath’ s note, such recruits becone gl adi at ors.
It can be inferred that the influence of ideology has |esser

significance in the TDP and the Congress and surprisingly in the

CPI al so.

Table 5 shows that, the BIJP nenbers have significantly
responded to the call of |ocal |eaders. The BJP has scored the
highest in this context. Contrary to this, CPM nenbers got the |ast
score i.e., 7.69% This shows that commtnent to work in party 1is
the notive force. Interestingly, both the CPI and TDP nenbers
equal |y scored 33% The two parties having' contrasting ideologies
seemto adopt the sanme nethod in the recruitnent. I|If the persons to
hold public offices are to be persuaded, the activity of the

respondents may not be significant in all aspects.

Leader's charisma has served as an inportant factor in
recruitnment in the case of Congress and TDP, | nfl uenced by the
stature of Indira Gandhi, came new entrants into the Congress
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party.38 Similarly, the charisma of N.T.Rama Rao attracted some
wonen nenbers to join his party and to take various party

responsibilities. O these wonen, many are educat ed.

I n conclusion, wonen are less represented in the state
party decision making bodies i.e., State Commttees of the parties.
Congress Party's State Executive Commttee has nearly 7% wonen on
it. Each of the remmining parties have less than 5 wonen in their
Executive Commttee. CPI and CPM do not give representation to
wonren in the highest decision naking body at the state level, i.e.,
State Secretariat. Fromthis, it is possible to conclude that wonen

are not being encouraged to be in the highest party positions.

As noted, famly influence plays an inportant role, | f
the wonen are to be recruited to party positions. For instance,
Mallu Swarajyam, Moturu Udayam and Punyavathi of CPM Chandra Raja
Kumari and Gujjula Sarala Devi of CPI, Vijaya alias Lakshm and
Sandhya of CPIML are the activists, holding state executive party
positions. Their famly support and influence counted mnuch for
their continuously holding party positions. Sant ha Reddy, and
Samanthaka Reddy gave prinmary inportance to the ideology of the BJP
party, but they are being encouraged by the party and also

supported by the famly.

The services of the wonen are recognised for membership
In party ogranisation, but not equally recongised for entering the

| egi sl ature because of the weak financial position of the members.
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CHAPTER- VI

ROLE PERCEPTI ONS



Politi cal parties are very | mport ant political
institutions for the functioning of participatory denocracy. So,
their |eaders should have clear perceptions of the goals and
programmes of the party and personal tasks of the | eader. As a
| eader of the party and as a candidates for public office, the
| eader should also have a clear perception of his/ her role.

Regardi ng rol e perceptions, several theories have been developed.

The concept of role perceptions has beconme popular in
| eader shi p behavi oural research. In the opinion of Charlesworth
(1969), the behavioural approach is able to deliver reliable
knowl edge with regard to political common place. Political
knowl edge and political behaviour are inseparable. As t he

behaviour is an individual act, the process of perception springs

fromthe inner self. What is actually perceived and how it is
understood can be affected by prior socialization. So perception
Is said to be a social phenonenon. In the opinion of Gold stein,

an understanding of how people arrive at their 1inpressions of

reality requires considerations of the dinensions of the social

context.

David Easton is of the opinion that political life 1is a
system of behavi our which operates with in and responding to soci al
environrrent.3 The social behaviour has either a purpose or a
conseqguence. So the neaning of an act is what the act 'stands for'

and it represents in a perceptual space. So there is a close
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relation between action and perception.? To Udai Par eek,

perception is the source of our knowedge of the world and
perception is the process of receiving, selecting, or gani si ng,
interpreting, checking, and reacting to sensory stimuli or duty.5
As far as behavioural approach is concerned, Wualke and Eulau in
the Legislative System (1962) deal with legislators as a | eadership

study in which they analyse the role perceptions of |egislators.

Regarding the perceptions of party 1leaders, Sanuel
El dersvvel d conducted a pi oneering survey. Hs study is mainly
concerned with the perceptions of party |eaders about organization,
financial and communicative skills. The inquiry was also done
about the responsibility of decision making and about the problens
of role behaviours.7 Nilima Acharji's study, refers to the

| eadership perceptions of state politics about the trade unions in

Q

India and sone aspects of trade wunion |eadership. WIIliam
N.Chambers in his essay on parties and nation building deals wth
the | eadership, purpose and political styles of | eadershinp. He
identified the skills as inter group adjustnents and conbi nations,

compromisation, aggregation and nobi | i sati on of I nterests,

9
rationalisation of party nethods and processes.

The above thinkers* is the behvioural approach which is
mainly related to role perceptions. denn D. Paige, in his book
"Scientific Study of Political Leadership” deal s W th t he
conception of |eadership and al so about the behaviour of 1leaders.

Canpbel | (1960) while dealing with party candidates and issues
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enphasised on the behavioural relations between the |eader and the
fol | oner. Such a behaviour is f ound I n t he leadership
interactions. Mathews identified four types of |eaders concerning
| egi sl ati ve behavi our. They are the patrici ans, amat eur s,
professional politicians and agitators. Al these four categories
are classified in accordance with the role perceptions. The
patricians have the high social background, the amateurs have |[|ow
social status and the professional politicians have |ow status but
high political acconplishnents. Lastly, the agitators have |ow

status and |low political acconplishnents.

Whil e considering the role perceptions, Barber described
the legislators as l|aw makers, advertisers, spectators, and
reluctants. On the basis of role perceptions, legislators could
also be classified as persuaders, neutrals and automatic partisans.
Wial ke, Eulau and Ferguson have provided role orientations to the
representative images. They are trustees, delegates and politicos.
The kinds of roles to themare a real roles, state oriented roles,
district oriented roles and pressure group roles, under the
purposive roles, inventors, brokers and the tribunes could be
added. Under pressure group roles there are three categories of
role i.e. facilitators, resistors and neutrals. In the opinion of
El dersveld, |eaders of political parties <could be <classified as
vote nobilizers, ideological mentors and soci o-economc welfare
promoters.lo Wlson classified the party leaders as wutilitarians,
solidarity achi evers and purposive |eaders. Utilitarians give

I nportance to patronage, solidarity |leaders to social interaction
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and | eaders of purposive motive to achi evenents. Thus according to
the perceptions and also performance |eaders <could be variously

classified.

Responsibilities of the Leaders:

An exam nation of the party |eaders' responsibilities,
particularly the executive nenbers of the party on the basis of
role perceptions will be added to the present analysis. I n
accordance with the perceptions of t he respondents, t he
significance of the leadership roles and responsibilities are
I denti fi ed. According to the perceptions wonen |eaders may be
categorised as wonen welfare pronotors, party organisers and
general welfare pronotors. Wnen welfare pronotors are concerned
with the pronotion of social awareness anong wonen and to increase
wonen's nmenbership in the party. The party organisers work for the
training of |lower cadres of the party and al so devel opnent of party
organi sation and coordination of party activities. The third
category is the general welfare pronotors who are interested in
i dentification of general problens of the people and also problens
of wonmen and in solving those problems. There are sone |eaders who
are the issue nmakers and sone other who are concerned wth rural

development.

According to table 6:1, the first category of perceptions
deal with the welfare of wonen and devel opnent of wonen. So it can
be concluded that wonen are nore interested in involving thensel ves

for solving wonen's problens and wonen's issues. The second
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category of perceptions indicates the role of party organisers.
Dnder this role, the party |eaders act as ideological mentors and
party organi sers. El edersvel ed gave one nore cat egory of
| eadership according to the perceptions that is vote mobilizer’s
role. But this kind of |eadership in the present sanple 1is not
found, even though the wonen in general are nore involved in vote
nobi | i sati on. Dnder the category of wonen welfare promotors,
B.J.P. |leaders gave inportance to social awareness anong wonen.
Under the sanme category C.P.M.respondents have the perceptions of
I ncreasi ng wonen's nenbership in the parties. So C.P.M. nenbers
can be said to be nore concerned wwth the increase of the wonen's

strength in the party.

The above indicates that the perception about t he
I ncrease of wonen nenbers of the party has a correspondi ng interest
that is pronpting wonen's participation. The organisers in the
sanple nentioned three inportant responsibilities. The first one
Is training to the |lower cadres. Another function is devel opnent
of party organisation and the third is coordination. The wonen
| eaders interviewed, feel that wonen should also be involved in the
| eadership of the party in training the |ower cadres. Even though
or gani sers' role is concerned with party or gani sati on, t he
perceptions are not clear about how to organise the party and al so
regarding reform ng the organisation of the party. Under the sane
category, there is another activity nanely coordination of the
activities of the party. This perception is also not specific

about the different activities which are to be coordi nat ed.
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In the opinion of Patterson, organisers in a party
performdifferent types of roles and | eaders of the dom nant party
tend to be nore organisational oriented than the mnority party
| eaders who tend to be more canpaign oriented.12 From this an
i nference fromthe present sanple can be drawn. The wonen | eaders
who are not specific about he organisational roles and behaviours
may not be able to domnate the party and so they may be treated as
the mnority group of the party who and those are involved in
canpaign activities. This table gave the different roles played by
different political party wonen |leaders and in this aspect, 46% of
B.J.P. wonen |eaders are highly concerned wth the pronotion of
soci al awareness anong wonen. A very high percent (65% of the
C.P.M. wonen |leaders prefer to increase wonen's nenbership in the
party. 55%of C P.I., wonen |eaders have stressed on the training
of lower cadres. 57%of the T.D.P., wonen |eaders enphasised on
the developnent of party organisation. About t hese t hr ee
activities, CP.I.ML. candidates expressed cent percent support.
The C.P.I. wonen |eaders give inportance to coordination of party
activities. 37% of Congress wonen |eaders are interested in
solving wonen's probl ens. Regarding the new issues and the
I nvol venent of party |eaders, the <concern of the B.J.P. wonen
| eaders is the highest. The highest percent of the perceptions of
T.D.P. wonen |eaders are in favour of rural devel opnent. The

B.J.P. wonen |eaders expressed their concern about he pronotion of

awar eness about laws and judiciary.
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In conclusion it can be said that the wonen |eaders in
the sample feel that they should have reasonable roles in all the
functions of the parties and that they do not, in reality, are
involved in inportant functions relating to discharging executive

responsi bilities and recruitnent process.

Percepti on Regardi ng Women®*s W ngs:

Wnen wi ngs of the political parties play a key role in
the political process in Andhra Pradesh. John M.Nelson observed
that for the inprovenent in individual ©political participation,
nmenbership in unions, parties and other partisan associations are
considerably nore inportant. N e, Powell & Prewitts, reanalysing
the data in "Civic Culture' argued that nenbership 1in secondary

associations affected participation nuch nore uniformally and
13

directly than did the soci o-econom c status. So, these thinkers
stressed on the inportance of peer gr oups and secondary
associ ati ons. It can be noted from table 6:2 that 100% of
C.P.I.M.L. respondents expressed satisfaction about the functioning
of wonen's wing (PON. Qher party wonen |eaders also supported
this argunent. Wonen nenbers of all the parties with the exception
of one, are happy with the functioning of their wonen's w ngs.
Ohly the B.J.P. nenbers felt that the functioning of wonen's w ng
Is not satisfactory. This statenent is a bit deliberate than

Congress and TDP.
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In &eneral there seened to be limted awareness anong the
respondents about the inportance and functioning of wonen's w ngs.
As regards the purposes of wonen's wngs, party leaders in the
sanple stated that the nmain purpose of wonen's wng is achieving
equal st at us. In this regard, the C.P.M. scored the highest
percentage (50% . Pronotion of political awareness anong wonen s
considered to be very inportant by all the respondents. About the
pronotion of political awareness, the left party nenbers have shown
greater concern than those of the right parties. Regarding the
integrating wonen's organi sation, B.J.P. |eaders were silent, but

T.D.P. and C.P.I. stood in the first and second ranks.

The perceptions of all wonen | eaders have been very clear
about extending support to the party. As can be seemin table 6:3,
100% of C.P.1.M.L. |eaders supported this statenent. And the
respondents of the remaining parties supported this argunent, the
per cent age rangi ng between 38% and78% Regarding the propagating
of party ideol ogy, general perceptions of different political
parties are not reasonably high. In this aspect, C.P.1.ML.
nenber's concern has been the highest conpared to others. About
the propagation of patriotism 9%T.D.P., 11% C P.1., and 3% C P.M
| eaders expressed their concern. It is interesting to note that
worren's wi ng nenbers of BJP consider and want to propagate wonen as
a symbol of nother and want to propagate this idea. Pronoti on of

self confidence is not found to be anong the priority factors.
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From the above it can be <concluded that regarding the
pur pose of wonen's wing, the perceptions are not very clear. There
are simlar perceptions regarding wonen's equality pronotion of
wonen's political awareness, and wonen's support to the party. I n
spite of the fact that the respondents do not have clear Vviews
about the need for integrating wonen's w ngs, they have proved
thenselves in playing inportant roles in the Anti-Arrack Movenent

in an integrated nmanner.

Present Politics:

It is inportant to study the perceptions of t he
respondents to understand the nature of |eadershinp. Leaders with
knowl edge of and perceptions about present politics could function
as opinion leaders. Lazarfeld and Katz devel oped the concept of
opi nion | eaders. To them  opinion | eader s are important
communi cation links in the society. They pass on information to
others who are not so closely tied to the communi cati ons systen1l4
In the opinion of Milbrath and Goel, the opinion |eaders have sone
characteristics | i ke hi gher soci 0- econom c st at us, hi gher
i ntegration into social group, higher gregariousness, nore activity
in group, greater interest in a subject, greater exposure to nedia,

and they personify certain values.15

To the question about present politics, mul tiple

responses are received and there are presented party wse in table

8: 4 The first response is that violence and corruption are rampant
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during elections. A considerable percentage (65%) of +the |eft
party members feel that these are present, and not an insignificant
percentage of the TDP and Congress members have expressed similar
views. The reason for a majority of the TDP and the Congress
menbers not openly saying that corruption and violence are rampant
could be that these are the only parties that have had the ~chance
to form government and that it is difficult for a ruling party to
accept that the admnistration is defective. Further T.D.P. and

Congress are the only parties which have chances of winning power.

Women respondents in general felt that corruption is
curtailing the development process. More over, women seem to be
more moralistic than men. Vicky Randall noted several instances of
women being moralistic in England. Women have also been depicted
as more plutoniec. That is why, women are more concerned with
reformng the system.1fi In the background of these views, the
women respondents from C.P.M supported the argument against
violence and corruption. C.P.M scored 65% compared to the |[east
percent of Congress respondents (25%). Women respondents also
expressed concern over bureaucratic corruption. In this aspect
C.P.I.M.L. stood at the highest compared to C.P.M  which scored

only 4%

Thirdly, the respondents have been asked to say whether
India is frequently facing capitalistic intervention or not. As
Maitreyi Krishnaraj pointed out, due to the new ecomomic policy

several changing consequences are to be faced by the people.
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Deval uati on nmakes inports costlier. The chances of increase in
exports may be bright. Such new changes were experienced by many
third world countries. They are facing so nmany difficulties in
annual repaynent of debts. |In view of such consequences anybody
wll have doubts about the present economc situation which is
having its own changi ng trends.18 In this aspect the respondents
under study have also expressed their own doubts. 20% of
C.P.I.M.L., 15% of C.P.M., 5% of C.P.I. and 3% of T.D.P.
respondents supported the statenent that the new economic policy is
likely to adversely effect wonen. The economc¢ situation 1is said
to be understood by all parties according to their ideologies. Al
the three left parties have doubts about the new economc policy.
Interestingly, party respondents either supported the policy or

kept sil ence.

The view that 'the common man is in danger' is supported

by a higher nunber of C.P.I.M.L. respondents followed by the other

two communi st parties. I n support of the statenent that wonen's
problens are not being solved, C.P.I.ML. scored highest in
percent, and the Congress lowest. 20%of the C P.lI. respondents,

and 19% of C. P.M respondents agreed that ’democracy is in danger*.
The Congress has got only 6% A high percentage of the women the
sanple have felt that opportunists are domnating the politics.
But only 34% of the Congress supported the statenent. However

this is not a negligible percentage.
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While reacting to the present politics a mgjority of the
respondents stressed that norality is lacking in Indian politics.
In support of this argument, T.D.P. and leftist party respondents
scored the highest percentage conpared to B.J.P. and Congress
nmenbers. However in these tw parties also, a mnimum of 30% of
the respondents supported it. In conclusion it can be said that a
majority of the respondents from each party are against violence

and corruption and they favoured noral values to be pronoted during

the el ecti ons.

Qualities of Party Leaders:

The | eaders of the party are usually considered as heads
of the party. But at different levels, the party |eaders dom nate
the followers or the nenbers. Different political thinkers
narrated the qualities of the Ieader.18 Roth is of the opinion
that effective |leadership is perhaps depends on the |eaders'
personal traits and skills. More over socio-econom ¢ background,

personality, political ideology, skill and political styles have

their influence on Ieadership.19

As far as skills of the |eader are concerned, political
style of the leader is an inportant characteristic feature. An
I ndividual who is ideologically conmmtted will have nore notivation
to participate in decision naking, because she/he wants to give
I nportance to ideology. An inportant source of |eadership is the

ability to command respect. The |eader should have an 1innovative
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m nd. He/ she should cooperative with others and have the ability

to perceive the needs and denmands of the people.

It can be observed fromtable 6:5 that there are 9 skills
or characteristics of the |eaders. \Wen the respondents have been
asked to tell the characteristics of the |eader, they gave multiple
answers which are identified. Organi sational capability was
perceived as an inportant characteristic feature of the |eader.
This view is supported by nore than 40% of +the respondents from
each party. But only 20% of C.P.I.M.L. respondents supported it.
Sone respondents have felt that |eadership at the district level is
necessary for clinbing to higher levels of | eadership. This is
agai n supported by 60% of C.P.I.ML. nenbers followed by nenbers of
other left parties and the |lowest percent of T.D P. menber s

supported this. So in the case of T.D.P,.leadership pronmotion is

not found to be hierarchical.

The third perception is about the need to have skill i n
tackling situations. Menbers of alnost all the parties expressed
support to this idea and the percentage ranges between 30% to 80%.
Anot her inportant characteristic of the |eader, which can be noted
fromthe table is understanding and supporting party ideol ogy. As
far as party ideology is concerned, nenbers of |eft parties gave
nore support to this trait than those of other three parties.
Party Jloyalty has also been consi dered as an | npor t ant
characteristic feature. It is clear fromthe table that 60% of the

respondents from C P.I.ML. supported it followed by T.D. P and

165



C.P.¢1. members. The other three parties secured less than 23%
support of its nmenbers. As for ideology, the <two Ileft parties
showed nore concern for loyalty and when T.D. P. respondent s’

perception is noted, loyalty to the leader is found to be nore

important.

Social and economc status is considered as an important

trait for |eadership. As far as recruitnent to public offices is

concerned, economc status is given much inportance. About the
charisma of the leader, it is one T.D. P. nenber that responded
positively. And sane is the case with caste. However, if a person

has to lead a party or acquire |eadership, interest and initiative
are considered inportant . In this aspect there 1is significant
difference between different parties regarding perceptions. I n
conclusion it can be said that the respondents have laid nore
stress on capabilities and support for ideology as the inportant

features for acquiring |eadership of the party at the state level.

Single Leadership €vs> Col |l ective Leadership:

The respondents have been asked to nention the kind of
| eadership they prefer. Wth the purpose of know ng whether
denocratic principle is recognised by the concerned nenber and

party. It is an open ended question, and for that three types of

answers have been gi ven.
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Those statenents are given bel ow :

1. Collective leadership is always better, as it protects

democracy .

2. Col l ective leadership is better, as it avoids the gap in the

| eader shi p ranks.

3. Collective leadership is preferable as it acts against

the tyranny of a single person.

Basi ng upon these answers sone respondents are recogni sed

as supporting collective |eadership.

2. The second group answers i s given bel ow :

1. Single leadership should go hand in hand with the

collective leadership in the party.

2. Single | eadership should be supported by collective
deci si on naki ng.
3. Single | eadership should be at the apex, but balance

should be naintained with the setting up of collective

advi sory body.

These answers reveal that sone  nenbers preferred
conbi nation of single and collective |eadership The respondents
here suggested that for the inplenentation of the policies, single
| eader ship should be there, and for the decision naking, collective
| eadership i s necessary.

3. The third category of answers are given bel ow :

1. Single leadership is a better kind of |eadership.
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2. For the uniformity of action, single Ileadership is
needed.

3. Single |l eadership is a source of strength, and it
avoi ds cl eavages.
These answers reveal that single |eadership is preferred

for facilitating uniformty and strengthening of the party.

Al'l these above perceptions of the |eaders under study
are grouped into three categories and distributed between the six
parti es. It is now apt to refer to Laswell who says "playing a
role in politics does not have the sane neaning to different

20 Thus perceptions differ from one respondent to

per sons”.
another. On the basis of different perceptions, role preferences
could be identified. Whalke and Eulau gave different imges as per
the perceptive role orientation. These roles are “trustee role,
del egate role and politico role'. A trustee is a person, who acts
according to the responsibilities entrusted to him A delegate 1is

Interested to participate in the deliberations and a politico is an

opportuni st.

As per the above categories, a trustee supports single
| eadership, a delegate collective |eadership and a politico both
the types of |eadership or a conbination of these tw kinds of
| eader shi p. In the trustee's view, non denocratic perception 1is
present and in a delegate's view, denocratic perception and in the

view of politico, there is a balanced view.
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It 1s obvious from table 6:6 that all the C.P. I.M.L.

respondents supported collective | eadership and nore than 65% of

the respondents of all parties supported it. But fromT.D. P. only
42% of the respondents supported it. Single leadership is
preferred by the highest nunber of T.D. P, respondents. The

hi ghest percentage of B.J.P.members supported a conbination of two
kinds of |eadership. |In the case of TDP, the charismatic single
| eadership of N.T.Rama Rao, the party had to carry on its

functions. So there is less possibility of denocratic principle in

the party.

Activity of Interest:

The respondents of dl parties have been asked to tell the
activity of their interest. it is an open ended question and five
answers are mainly identified. The first is that "I am interested
in participating in the legislature'. This gives the inpressions
of a law nmaker's role of the respondents. It is clear from table
6:7 that 22% of the respondents from Congress del i berately
expressed this opinion. Surprisingly, the respondents from other
parties are hesitant int his regard. It is clear that the Congress

and the T.D.P. give nore chances to wonen to enter the |egislature

than the renmaini ng parties.

The second statenent is that "I aminterested in dealing
with public issues concerning wonmen'. Mostly wonen are interested

In and react to wonen's issues. Than to the general i ssues. I n
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this regard the C.P.M. a the T.D.P. members supported with a high
percentage, with a narrow difference between them The remaining
parties supported this argunent only for nanes sake. The third
reply was that 'l amready to do any activity and | have no
particular interest' . The wonen nenbers with this view are not

having a clear idea about their prospects. A high majority of the

nmenbers of T.D.P. followed by B.J.P. supported this statenent. So
it can be said that the respondents in the Ilimted percentage of
the CP.M menbers have held this view " e nmenbers of C.P.M.party
have joined the party as commtted workers. Wnen | eaders of
T.D.P. have not freely expressed their views. In the case of BJP,
wonen | eaders at the state |level and not those at the local Ievels
have cl ear perceptions about their prospects. Further, fresh

nmembers do not have clear views about their roles.

The fourth statement is "My objective is econom c justice

and to achieve the objective, | work wth the people towards
| i berating people'. This supports the activity concerning the
upliftment of downtrodden. Respondents wth this view can Dbe
recognised as |iberators. In this <context, the nenbers of

C.P.I.M.L. secured the highest score and the CP.M got the | owest
percentage. Wile stating this, the nenbers seened to have been
greatly influenced by ideol ogy. The fifth statenent is "I am
interested to work with wonen's organisations to achieve social
justice and to train wonen party workers'. This statenent reveals
the interests of wonmen working only with wonen and working for

wonen. This idea is mainly expressed by wonen working in wonen's
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wings of the parties. They are found to have been satisfied wth
the positions they hold and are not found to be showing interest in
getting higher positions in the party hierarchy. This view seens
to have been influenced by the fact that wonen do not have

encouragement to hol d hi gher positions in "the party hierarchy.

t he above statenents reveals that wonen are not given
hi gher positions and have given |less opportunity to contest for

elections. So nost of the wonen are seen to have conpromsed wth

the positions they have held.

Kind of Party Leadership Vs Age:

Respondent's perceptions about the type of |eadership of
the party may be differing according to age. Attitudinal patterns
and commonalties of interest as per the age wll provide for a
nmeani ngf ul anal ysi s. It is apparent fromtable 6:8 that there is
no possibility of change in the attitude of wonen |eaders after the
age of 41. Sone percentage of wonen nenbers of the two age groups
nanely 41 to 50 and 51 and above stated that there should be
collective | eadership, where as in the age group of 31 and 40,
there is a difference in the opinion about the type of |[|eadership.
18% of the wonen in this age group have laid stress on collective
| eader shi p. 8% in the same age group supported single |eadershinp.

So it is clear that a mpjority of the respondents opted for

denocracy with in the party.
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Perception-Political Parties:

In this section, an attenpt is nade to conpare the nean
scores of the parties and the significance is noted as per the
T.test. In this chapter, two types of analysis have been done.
They are nultivariate regression analysis and univariate analysis.
For conparison, party's neans and standard deviation have been
tested and the significance of T-values are noted as 5% For the
test of perceptions of different political parties, nmeans, standard
deviation and positive values of different political parties are
conparatively dispersed on table 6:09. The perceptions of each of
the party nenbers are conpared with those of the other parties

starting wth Congress.

It is obvious fromthe table that the nean score on
perceptions of Congress party are less than the scores of CPM CPI,
TDP & CPIM.. But the nean score of BJP is less than that of
Congr ess. But as per the T-test the difference between Congress
verses TDP, CPM & CPIM. tends to be significant. But the
di fference between Congress with the nean score of BJP and CPI

tends to be non-significant as per the T-test at 5%

The perceptions of TDP nenbers are conpared wth the
remai ning parties excluding Congress. It is found that the nean
score of CPM & CPIM. are higher than those of TDP, where as the
nean score of CPl & BJP is less than the that of TDP. As per the

T-test, difference between the nean scores of TDP & CPI IS non
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significant and other conparisons tend to be significant.

The nmean scores of BJP are | ess than those of CPM CPI ,
and CPIML. But the differences between BJP with CPM & CPIML are
significant as per the T-test where as the difference between BJP

and CPI is non significant.

The nean scores of CPM are conpared to those of CPlI  and
CPI M. It is obvious fromthe table that difference between the
PM and CPl is significant and difference between CPM & CPIM. is

non-significant.

Lastly the difference between the nean scores of CPI &
CPM are significant. From this it can be concluded that the
perceptions of CPM CPIM. & TDP are generally highly significant
and the perceptions of the respondents of the Congress of the
respondents of CPI and BJP are not higher as per the performance of
party activity. it mght be due to the lack of political training
to the respondents of those parties. It may al so be due to | ack of
interest to serve the people. They seemto be nore interested in

roles for power than roles for service.

Perception and Performance~-Tested:

Chi Square Test has helped to find the significance of
the influence of variables on two functions nanely perception and

Performance. The influence of the followng facts is checked.
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Percepti on and Performances

Association with father's educati on.
Associ ation with mother s educati on.
Associ ation wth husband's educati on.
Association with political experience

Association with political influence.

o oA W N R

Association wth place of birth of respondent

Father®s Educati on:

It is apparent from the table, that the association
between the independent variable (father's education) and the
dependent variable 1i.e. perception and per f or mance of t he
C.P.I.M.L. party nenbers, the Chi Square value is 0.3957 which is
less than the table value and hence it is non-significant between

t he vari abl es.

The study indicates that father's education of the
CP.I.ML. party wonen workers has no inpact on the perception and
per f or mance. Therefore, the i ndependent vari abl e (father's
education) has no direct bearing on the dependent vari able.
(perception and performance). The reason for non-significance
mght be due to the fact that nost of the wonen nenbers are narried
where the influence of husband would have significant bearing
rather than the father's education. As the political activity wll
be significant after 30s, husband's influence gets nore significant

on the perception and performance of wonen | eaders.
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Mot her's Educati on-Percepti on and Performance:

The association between the nother's education and
perception and performance of the C.P.I.M.L. wonen nenbers 1is

presented in the table.

It is interesting to observe that the associ ati on between
the above variables is significant at the 0.50 |evel of probability
where the Chi Square Value (6.5401) is higher than the table val ue
(5.348). This finding is contrary to the previous situation.

Though parents education is the prerequisite for the human resource

*

management of the wonen folk, nother's education had a direct
bearing on the wonen party workers in terns of their perception

follonwed by performance.

Husband's Educati on- Percepti on and Performance:

It is apparent fromtable 6:13 that the association of
the husband's education with the perception and performance of the
CPI.HL wonen workers is significant at 0.99 probability, where

t he X? value 1.17 is higher than the table val ue.

The table indicates that high | npact of husband's
education over the respondent's perception and performance is
significant. It is nothing but the influence of patriarchy where
husbands play a dom nant role. Hi gher education of husbands has

its inpact on role perceptions and participation levels of the
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spouses. Here Chi Square Values are higher than that of table

valx= and so it shows a balance between the perceyption and

perfornmance of the respondents of CPlI M.

Political Experience- Perception and Perfornance:

It is evident from table 6:14 that the political
experi ence of the respondent had its inpact on the perceptions and
performance. The associ ation of political experience on
respondents' perceptions and perfornmance is tested and Chi Sguare
Value is 2.27, which is strongly significant at 0.090 probability
at the table value of 2.204. This indicates that the perceptions
of respondents are influenced by political experience and this has
positive results on performance. It is significant that experience
woul d influence the perception, right attitude and perfornance.
H gher perceptions and hi gher performance would be inplicitly and
explicitly influenced by higher political experience. There is no
denying the fact that CPl M. respondents’ perceptions and

per f ormance have high scores and are significant too.

Political Influence- Perception and Performance:

Political influence over the respondents' perceptions and
performance are tested. The Chi Square Test has shown that even
t hough sone of the relatives are |eaders, their influence on the
members Of C.P.I.M.L. is not significant as far as perceptions and

performance are concerned. These wonen needed nore support from
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relatives rather than Just influence. It may be wuseful to form
opi ni on. But without initiation and support of relstives who are
| eaders, it may not be possible for the wonen respondents to

participate in the political parties.

It is evident from Lawson's study that political
experience devel ops self confidence and confirned opinion among the
activists of the party. Lawson is <clear in enphasising the
associ ation of political experience in the party leaders to their

perceptions.
Place of Birth of Respondents- Perceptions and Performance:

Significance of the influence of place of birth on
perception and performance is tested. The table shows <the i npact
of place of birth on the perceptions and performance of respondents
of CPIML. The val ue of x2 Is 1.048, which is strongly significant
at 0.99 probability. Fromthis an inference can be drawn that the
| npact of place of birth tends to be strong over the perception and

performance and so higher perception and perfornmance rates are

shown.

In conclusion, it can be said that, wonen |eaders felt
that they do not have inportant executive functions and that the
roles assigned to them ore reasonably good. Wnen respondents of
all political parties felt that integration of wonen wngs of all

Political parties is not possible. On the one hand ideol ogically,
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they have different orientations and on the other conflicting views
about | eader shi p. Despite these, they worked with solidarity and
integrity during the Anti-Arrack Movenent. For the conduct of
el ections, respondents felt that in the place of violence and

corruption, norality is to be uplifted.

To acquire |eadership of the party, respondents have laid
nore stress on capabilities and support for ideology as the
Inportant factors for acquiring |eadershinp. Wnen of different
parties got satisfied to work in the wonen's wings, as they are not
usually offered higher position in the party. They are given
limted chances to contest the elections. VWnen |eaders have
stressed on the need for denocracy within the political party and
they are nostly against single |eadership in the party. For party
| eaders usually long careers are needed . I n addi tion to
| deol ogical commtnent, considerable, parental influence, | ong
resi dence during childhood to the present in the sane place and
continuity of service fetch nore opportunities for wonen in the

political parties.
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TABLE 6:! RESPONSIBILITIES CF THE LEADER - PERCEIVED BY THE RESPONDENTS.

Cong | T.D.P.  B8.3.P. L.PA CP.I. CPI ®.L.
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TABLE 5:2 PERCEPTION ON THE FUNCTIONS OF WOMEN'S WING - PARTYMISE DISTRIBUTION

Famctioning of wing
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%ot satistactory
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EURET
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4s sulliple snewers are presented, total percentages are not noted.
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TABLE 6:3 PERCEPTIONS {N IMPORTANCE OF NOMEN'S BINS - PARTYWISE DISTRIBUTION
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I~tegrating wosen‘s
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As =sultipie anssers ars presented, total percentages are not noted.

Figures in parenthesis indicate percentage.
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TABLE 6:4 PRESENT POLITICS - PERCEPTIONS DISTRIBUTED PARTY WISE.
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TABLE 6:3 PERCEPTION ON GUALIFICATIONS OF STATE EXECUTIVE MEMBERS -

groanisational capabilities
Leager at the digtrict level
Nastie situations

Suppart party idealegy
opelty to the party
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Charishaa

Basic interest imitiation
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. . A . 5
As multiple znssers z-p pressnie®, total percentages are not noted.

figures in garezathesis indicate percentage.
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TABLE 6:6 DISTRIBUTION PARTY WISE PERCEPTION OF LEASRS ON THE TYFE OF LEABERSHIP
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TABLE 6:7 AREA OF |NTEREST - PERCEPTI ON PARTY WISE.
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TABLE 4:8 PERCEPTIEN AN TYPE DF PARTY LEADERSHIP - LINKED TO AGE

Below 38 Years 31 =~ M Yesrs 41~ 58 Years HRbave 5I Years

8 23 24 i)

Hective Jeadership {87.87) {1811} {22441 {22,804}
- 1 5 3

Siagle leadership and { - (57,70 (§3.93) (82,34}
coilective docisions - Z i g H

Singie isder - uniferaity - 181,59 180,64} {87.88! {#5.51)

Figures in parenthesis inficate percentage. N = 127,
fz zcitipie answers are presenied, fotal perceniages are not ncled.
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TAE 6219 ABSTRACT OF X TESTS {C.P,I.K.L.PARTY}

i

§.L. Mssociation of Independent § Sependent X Value sigpificant or
¥z, Varizhles Non significant
!, #ssotiation of Fathers education on
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TABLE 4:11

ASSOCTATION OF FATHMER'S EDUCATION ON PERCEPTION & PERFORNANCE

i M) Perception Perforsance Tatal
Respondents Father's

efacation ~ Secondary

o Higher 135 WL} 18
Father's education -

SriRary L3 £ 2B5
Tetal & 78 118 355

T
-

1= §.3957 is value of ron signifizant.
TABLE 5:17

GELATIDNCHIP OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION ON PERCEPTION & PERFORMAMCE

o L Perception Perforaance Total

Yatker's agucation
frinary 129 1434 217

Wt - . + 1
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Terrdnry i%3 b2 e

Titgl 282 158 412
2 |
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TABU 4:13

ASSOCIATION OF HUSBAND'S EDUCATION OK PERCEPTION & PERFURMANCE

£F LKL, Perception Ferforsante Total

Seskand's Edutation

iSeceadary} 8 129 187

Hushand’s Education

4igher) , 53 154 214

Brta 121 288 181
2 4 |

X Value = 1,17
Zignificant at ¢ .39 Probabilities,

TRRLE hsid

ASEILIATION OF POUITICDAL EYPERIENCE ON PERCEFYIOR & PERFORMANCE
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s1iytirz] sezerienze in
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1]
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TABLE b2:135

JROUIATION OF POLITICAL INFLUEMCE OF RELATION ON PERCEPTION AXD
PERFORMANCE

oL, Percention Performance Total

Pslitirel influence of
aearast relatives {Hight 1= 85 228

e=iitiral influgnce of
aparest reiztives (Lol 128 57 185
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¥} ¥3lue = @.@754412
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CHAPTER-VII

PERFORMANCE OF WOMEN POLITICAL LEADERS



Performance is the role played by the role incumbeats or
carrying out the functions associated with the role. The function
of the political parties include attaining goals, choosing and
presenting candidates, initiating policies, educating the public,
canpaigning during elections, raising party funds, contribution to

the people of the <constituency or district or the needy and

execution of party ideology and progranmmes . In the opimion of
Sirsikar and Fernandes, t hese functions al so I ncl ude goal
att ai nnent, environnental adj ustnents, | nt er est articul ation,
I nterest aggregation and political nobilisation. Such activities

of the respondents are to be examned to judge the role patterns.

For the present analysis, sone activities are identified
to examne the role performance of the respondents . These
activities are concerned with 1).election, 2).executive committee
neetings, 3.)decision making, 4).ideology formulation, 5). party
progranmmes, 6.)fund raising, 7). visiting |ocal ar eas, 8) .
expenditure and 89.other contributions. Here expenditure refers toO
identifying financial resources to carry out party activities.

Qher contributions relate to the other agtivities.

The role patterns are examned taking into account the
relati on between independent and dependent variables. Respondents’
social and personal background factors are grouped as i ndependent
variables and the activities of respondents as dependent variables.
The 28 i ndependent variables are categorized into 4 groups, such as

personal factors, kinship relations, famly attributes and
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political attributes. From | ndependent vari ables place of birth,
age, caste, education, ocr-z2pation, marital status, nunber of
children are grouped as personal factors. For kinship relations,
father's education, father's economc status, nother's education
and nother's econom c status, nunber of Dbrothers, sisters and
resi dence before marriage are included under Famly attributes,
famly type, famly's consent, husband's education and econonic
status and residence after nmarriage are included. In political
attributes, which is the fourth group, political experience as
student, political influence fromrelatives, previous nenbership in
other parties, previous political experience, political experience
within the party, party position and party |eadership position are

i ncl uded.

Performance in the Political Parties

In this chapter an attenpt is made to study t he
associ ation of 28 independent variables relating to background wth
9 dependent vari abl es concerning performance. Tables 7:1 to 7:4
represent the regression coefficient, followed by standard error
and "t" values for assessing the associ ati on bet ween t he
| ndependent vari abl es and dependent vari abl es on performance.

The place of birth of the respondents has a negative
association with the contribution to the religious institutions and
it is significant as 0.05 level of probability where the "t* val ue

(1.98 at 0.05) is greater than the table value (1.97).
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Age has positive association with comitnent to party
I deol ogy since the "t" value (2.32) is higher than the table value

(1.97 at 0.05 level).

Cccupation has a strong negative bearing on the two
factors nanely «collection of party f unds and sour ces of
expenditure, as the "t” values 2.44 and 2.70, respectively are

higher than the table value at 0.05 and 0.01 levels of probability.

Per sonal Factors :

Association is seen between the marital status with that
of performance during executive neetings which 1is evident from
table 7:1. The "t" values is 2.15 at 0.05 level. There 1is also
strong associ ation between the nunber of children corresponding
wth the collection of party fund, as the "t" value 1.9 is higher
than the table value (2.61). Age of children has a strong positive
association with contribution to religious institutions. The "t"
value is 3.13 at 0.01 level, the table value being 2.61. There is a

strong positive association at the probability.

Ki nship Rel ati ons:

It is apparent fromtable 7:2 that nother's education has
direct positive influence on the performance during executive
neetings and on visits to local areas, the values being 2.67 and
2.55 at 0.01 and 0.05 probability Ilevels respectively. It is

interesting to observe that the nunber of sisters and brother has
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got influence over the same variable i.e. collection of party fund.
The values are 2.40 and 2.31 at the 0.05 level of probability
respectively. Resi dence before nmarriage has positive association
wth contribution to religious institutions. The "t" value is 2.31

at the 0.05 level probability.

Family Attri butes

Table 7:3 presents the Regression Coefficient, St andard
Error and "t" val ues between the family attributes of all the wonen
respondents with the performance vari abl es. Except that strong
association ((t value 2.89) appeared between the husband's economc
status with election perfornmance, all other independent and
dependent vari abl es have no significant relationship as the "t~
values are less than the table values. (1.97 and 2.61). Husbands
being the heads of the famlies, their support Is persistent
specially and economcally towards the performance in previous

st udi es.

Political Attri butes:

Contrary to association of famly attributes wth the
ni ne dependent variables it is obvious from table 7:4 that four
pPolitical factors are to be having found direct bearing wth the

dependent variables as foll ows

Significant positive association I S f ound bet ween

Political experience status with that of sources of expenditure as
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the "t" value (2.81) is higher than the table value at 0.01 |evel
of probability (2.61). Positive significance is found between
political influence fromrelatives with the election performance of
wonen respondents. The "t wvalue is 2.13 at 0.05 Ilevel of
probability. Simlarly, positive significant association is found
between the political experience within the party, wth that of
performance during decision making as the "t" value is 2.49 at 0.05
| evel of probability. Strong positive association is found between
political experience wthin the party wth that of requl ar
political activity as the "t" value (3.26) is higher than the table
value (2.61 at 0.01 probability). Party |eadership position had
direct bearing on commitment to party ideology and contribution to
religious institutions, "“t"values are 2.73 and 2.16 at 0.01 and

0.05 levels probability respectively.

Robert H.Blank is of the opinion, that age is an
important factor in relation to party affiliations and stronger
identification with the party is developed as the age increases.
The person's political experience is gained due to the older age.
In the sanple table also, the age is found to be associated wth

the ideology of the party.

Cccupation as an inportant background factor is noted in
the British social attitudes' Sur vey (1986).3 Success I n
collection of party fund and sources of expenditure has a strong
i nfl uence on occupation on the basis of with economc status can be
determned and this definitely influences the activity of the

leaders.
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Marital status is supposed to be having its inpact on any
political activity of wonen respondents. In the |Indian context and
in the present study, the influence of nmarital status stabilised
the political positions of wonen leaders in the party. Againit s
Iinteresting to note that collection of party fund is found to be
associ ated with the nunber of children. It can be understood that
devotion of tinme for such an activity depends upon the relative

| ei sure that menbers have.

Through nultiple regression analysis, i nfl uence of
mother“s education is noted. It is the nother who can shape the
character and thought and nould the personality of children and the
girl child in particular. So, educate nothers wll put forth
efforts for the progress and developnent of daughters also.
Another inportant finding is that brothers and sisters of the
respondents also are a source of strength and influence in the
party duties like collection of fund. The secular outlook of wonen
respondents is indirectly influenced by the place of residence
during childhood i.e before marriage. Not only perception of the
respondents, the performance of the respondents is also very nuch

I nfl uenced by the parents.

Famly attributes have their inpact on the political
activities of wonen |eaders. Under this, husband's econom c status
is said to be the only inportant influencing factor on the
participation of wonen | eaders. There is possibility for them to
hold public office, if there is financial support. Wnen |eaders

get the financial support, if the economc status of husband’s jg
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hi gh. It shows that financial position plays a domnating role in

political participation.

Political | eadership of women in parties is highly
I nfluenced by the political attributes. The identified political
attributes are political experience as student, political influence
of parents and relatives, experience as nenber in any other party,
nunber of years of political experience, the party position and
| eadership position in the party. It is noted that wonen party
workers in general, have not changed their previous political
affiliations, and changing the party 1is not prevalent. Al the
other political attributes have a high bearing on the perfornmance
of the wonen respondents. For instance, as a student, t he
respondent gets the basic idea on political participation and if
the close relations are political activists, she would have chance
to identify herself with the party and get involved in the party
activities. Her nmenbership in political party wll have a
consi derable bearing in shaping her capabilities to participate in
decision making at different levels of the party organisations and

to provide benefits to different sections of society.

Party Policy Decision:

Participation in the party policy decision S an
I ndicator of the efficiency of |eadership. Wen the respondents are
asked about their participation in party policy fornulations,

multiple responses are noted. They are the following:
"W are concerned with the inplenentation of policies and
programmes Of the party. Towards inplenmentation political classes

are conducted’.
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"There is a scope for policy fornmulation as womem | eaders

at the state level neetings express their opinion".

"Suggestions are given by the |leaders to rectify faults
In policy decision".

"Participation is not possible".

Wi | e expressing the above views, the respondents are not
found to be hesitant. It should be noted that only one third of the

respondents have participated at the inplenentation stage..

As regards those who participated in policy formulations,
the C.P.I.M.L. respondents stood first and only less than 27% of
the respondents from other parties have such partici pation.
Regarding the rectification of policy decision, both B.J.P and
C.P.M members are on the sane |ines. Under st andably,, a good
percentage (30.76% of the B.J.P. wonen |eaders said that
participation in policy making is not possible. This is because of
the centralisation of policy nmaking. O the |eaders at the
districts and the state level, only a limted nunber have attended

the party's executive neetings.

Performance as Leader of the Party :

Wonen | eaders of different parties in the samsple are
mainly from wonen wings of the parties. As noted, womsen gave
Primary inportance to wonen's problens. The percentage of wonen

I nvol ved in solving wonen's problens ranged between 15 to €5. Wnen
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wel fare programes are taken over by the party wonen | eaders. They
are nore concerned these days about the | egal counselling
activities. In this aspect C.P.M. respondents have scored the

hi ghest percentage i.e.65%.

Wnen | eaders have shown concern in neeting the |ocal
necessities of the people in general. Their services in this
respect made them the activists of the party. The |ocal probl ens
which are to be solved by the party I|leaders may be called the
problens of the constituents. Mnbers of the legislature in the
sanple have shown concern for constituency service. S t he
political power is held by the |egislators, people appeal to the
| egislators to get services. In serving the people C.P.I.M.L.’s
performance is found to be the highest. As far as the general
performance is concerned, the respondents of all the parties scored
either or nore than 60% support of the people. As far as the
general |ocal problens are concer ned, t he Congr ess party
participants are found to be having |ess performance. In respect of
constituency service only the T.D.P. and the Congress pamrty | eaders

have solved the general problems.

In the context of general political activities, the wonen
members of the parties are mainly concerned with the fwnction of
either organising Manila Mandals or nmaintaining contacts with the
| ocal Mandals. This activity seens to be a source of wonen's
strength of the party and Manila Mandal s are chosen as ageacies to

establish contacts with the people. In this kind of performance the
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C.P.M. respondents scored 46% and the second hi ghest score is that

of the T.D.P. (36.3% respondents.

"Inmparting political education" is an inportant function
of the political parties. In this, the B.J.P. scored the highest
I.e. 46% and the Congress scored the |owest percentage i.e. 12%
Regarding day to day activities, wonen nenbers other than the
Congress wonen seem to be having nore links wth the people.
Towards pronoting links with the people, it is quite surprising to
note that mass worships and traditional custons are being observed
and in this connection, there is no response fromthe left parties
and the performance of B.J.P. respondents S conspi cuousl y
significant as they have 15% score conpared to 3% score of the

Congr ess.

To conclude wonen |eaders are generally active 1in the
party perfornance. Their performance is mainly concerned wth
wonen's activities. They maintain regular contacts with the people
and try to integrate thenselves with the people. The C.P.I.M.L.
respondents say that they are nore concerned with the strengthening

the party in rural areas.

Collection of Funds:

Fund collection is an activity of political party for its
survival. About the collection of funds to the party, five types of
answer are drawn from the respondents. "W are not concerned %¥ith

Party fund collection"™ IS the feeling of a high mjority of the
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Congress respondents. That fund collection is not the concern of
the | eaders is the opinion of some TDP, BJP and CPI nenbers.
Anot her statenent is that, party fund is collected through new
nmenbership canpaign. In this respect, the CPI |eaders got the
hi ghest score (33.33%, and the BJP the lowest. the CPIML and CFM
nmenbers are found to be active in collecting funds from different
prof essionals. They say that the party depends on the people. It is
obvious fromthe table that, the respondents are also engaged in
collecting funds from people as well as professionals. It is
interesting to note that the Congress Party is the only party to
state that, collection of party fund is the concern of the "H gh
Command". To conclude, the Congress is found to be having an
approach different from that of other political parties regarding

the collection of funds.

Perfornmance of the Respondents Qutside Native Area :

To neasure the extent of this kind of involvenent, the
| eaders have been asked to state whether they visit areas other
than their native areas. Al the wonen |eaders tend to devote good
anmount of time to visit places outside their native places. For
maintaining rapport wth people, the CPl |eaders spend nuch tine
and for attending to the problens of |ocal people, the highest
percentage was scored by the CPIM | eaders. It seens significant
that while solving the problens of the people, the CPIM. wonen
| eaders also got involved in police cases. Alnmost all wonen
| eaders reported that they would visit places during calamities. |

this aspect, interestingly, the highest percentage is scored by the
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TDP wonen | eaders and the | owest by CPIML | eaders. In respect of
conducting visits to study people's problens, the BJP nenbers stand
first. The CPM nenbers also adopted this nethod for working wth
people. In attending neetings at the district level, the CPIM. and
BJP nenbers are found to be nore interested. In respect of

attendi ng public neetings, the Congress |eaders scored the highest

percentage.

From t he above, certain inferences could be drawn. The
left parties are nore interested in regular neetings wth the
people in and outside their |ocal areas and the Congress and TDP
and BJP wonen | eaders visit places outside their native areas for

attending party responsibilities.

Source of Expenditure:

The sources of expenditure for various activities is to

be examned to estimate the status of the respondents and the

party's status. Alan Ware pointed that of all the aspects of

parties, one of the |east known is that how they finance thensel ves
4

and what they spend from their incone. | n many cases, parties do

not wi sh sone of their transactions to becone public know edge,
either because they would be the subject of extensively public
debate or because they are illegal. Consequently, generalizations

about trends in party finance remains a highly specul ative matter.

As far as expenditure on various party activities is

concerned, the left parties are nore open in saying that the party
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weing spent by the party leaders, and that the nenbers
.- es cannot bear the expenditure. Usually the left »arty
e 1. rz are nostly full time workers of the party and they do not

Lave iy earnings outside the party activity.

It 1s also clear fromthe table that, about 91% of the

8k, 57% of the Congress and 84% of the BJP |eaders responded

€
: - =
<t , o

:ng that they spend fromtheir own purses for party activity.
-ight be because, they are of high economc status or they
«ir own fund raising or they may be depending on party funds

;= hesitating to reveal the financial position of the party. In

~ ntries, |ike the Scandi navian, there is state funding of

Sone nenbers said that expenditure is net by |ocal party

. This may be due to organisation of any activity by |ocal
;eople. However in this respect also, it is not possible to
v the exact source of expenditure of the activity. I n
- sar, the regional parties in Andhra Pradesh accunul ate party
fromthe fee for application for party candi dature, which is
<rce of incone to the party. Moreover as Alan Ware pointed

v*e¢ regional parties are the supplenentary sources of funds as

=~ expendi ture.
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Performance - |In the event of clash between Party |deology and

National Integration: -

Performance is likely to be negatively affected, when
there arises a clash between ideology and national integration. The
party | eaders have been asked to express their reaction to this.
The respondents seened to be sonme what hesitant to answer this
question. A good nunber of the CPM and CPI respondents feel that
there is no scope for clash between party ideology and national
I ntegration. It is interesting to note that the BJP and the CPIML
respondents have kept silent. The highest percentage of the BJP
nenbers expressed that no such situation has been faced by them as
national integration 1is recoghised as their party | deol ogy.
Support to party ideology is seen anong a very high magjority of the

CPIM. (80%, TDP (33% and BJP (31% | eaders.

In conclusion it can be said that +the respondents in
general see to be giving preference to 1ideology and national
integration, while ideology is given nore preference by the left

party members.
Activity Vs Religion:

To exam ne the secular outlook of the wonen |eaders of all
Parties, their responses about this noral and material support to
the religious institutions are noted. It nmay be nentioned that the

Babri Masjid problem was very crucial during the tinme of
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i nterviews. Except the CPIML respondents, all the others are never
hesitant in giving contribution to religious purposes. Again it is
the C.P.I. and C.P.M. nenbers, who declared that they have no
religious belief. A neagre percentage of the respondents from ot her
parties stressed on the need for secular outlook. Mire than one
third of TDP and left party nenbers are not ready even to give
nonetary contributions. Interestingly, it is only the TDP | eaders,
who openly expressed support to contribute to both H ndus and
religious minorities. the left parties by not supporting and giving
contributions to specific religious organisations, have shown
secul ar outlook. The left parties keep on ideological confession,

by not contributing to religious purposes.
El ection Activity:

One of the very inportant activities of political |eaders

Is involvenent in elections. Alan Ware deals with the performance
7

of party activists during electoral competitions. Valen and Katz

also deal with the election activities of the |eaders. The el ection

canpai gn activity i ncl udes pl anni ng of public Meet i ngs,
distribution of election material, coordi nation of campaigns,
talking to people, defining canpaigning, | eadership role during

campaigning, appeals to organi sations, designing canpaign methods,

o

and open neetings. In their nmultiple answers, only sone important
activities are nentioned by the respondents. The following are the

election activities, the respondents are involved in
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Door to door campaign.

Smal | group di scussions and neeti ngs.

Speeches in big gatherings.

Propagating party performance and sel ecting party candi dates.
Propagating party nmanifesto.

Dealing with various activities.

N o kB w bdhdoR

Canpaigning fromvillage to village.

Wnen | eaders of different parties have been asked to
define their role and performance during the election preparation
work, and el ection canpaign activity. Mst of the |eaders seened to
be a bit confused in estimating their activities. Their area of

activity seened to be limted.

Door to Door canpaign has tended to be an inportant
activity of the |leaders. This activity pronotes rapport wth the
people and the |eaders can inpress and convince voters. The
personal capabilities also can be utilised in adopting this nethod.
Interestingly, nore than 60% of the respondents favoured and are
involved in this activity. Anmong these who reported that they had
involved in this activity, the TDP nenbers constitute the highest

percentage i.e. 87.87% and the CPIML nenbers |lowest i.e.60%.

G oup discussion is another method adopted by wonen
| eaders of the parties. Goup discussions are nainly adopted by the
TDP and left party nenbers. Al the four remaining parties scored
more than 30% It seens only 9% of Congress |eaders participated in

group di scussi ons.
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The third method adopted by the party |eaders during
elections is giving speeches in big gatherings. This activity has

the resenbl ance of open neetings with speeches noted in Valen and
Q

Katz. This activity gives opportunities to the wonen |eaders to
Interpret various general issues before the public. These features
give an insight into the problens of the people and new issues
before them Regarding this activity Congress respondents scored

50% foll owed by TDP, CPM, CPI, CPIML and the BJP nenbers.

For the fourth, fifth and sixth cat egori es, t he
respondents expressed views about the party perfornmance, party
mani festo and various issues. These aspects of the party activity
are not understood by the respondents. None of the parties scored
nore than 40% because wonen mainly involved thenselves in door to
door canpai gn and group discussions rather than in participating
through public platform The last activity is village to village
canpaign. Mostly, this canpaign was adopted by CPIM. followed by
Congress and TDP nenbers. In India there are several other
political canpaign nethods |ike, canpaigning through, Radi o, D.D.
Programmes, and el ection videos. But they are not nentioned by the
respondents. they mght not be having opportunity i N such
programes. Therefore, the Indian wonen's political participation
i n general and Andhra Pradesh wonen party leaders in particular are
confined to limted election activities. They are nore involved in
door to door canpaign. Wnen |eaders having higher educational
qualifications and initiation, participate in other el ection

activities.
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Perfornmance - Political Parties

In this chapter performance of the respondents S
anal ysed according to nultiple regression |inear analysis and
correlation. A conparative analysis of the respondents' perfornmance
between parties is nade wth the help of univariate analysis
without linking the different variables. The significance of all
the variables is neasured according to the conputed value of
multiple regression analysis. The statistical neasure T. test is
used for conparing the nean and standard deviation of the nenbers
of six political parties wunder study. The nean and standard
deviation for all party scores are calculated to "T" value which is

calculated for its significance 5%

Parties' nean and standard deviation are presented in
table 7:13 to display the significance of the value of the parties.
The table has five divisions. The Congress was conpared wth all
the other four parties i.e. TDP, BJP,CPM, CPI. The nean values of
each party are conpared to those of every other party. It is noted
that the neans of Congress party wth TDP and CPIML are
significant. But the difference between the neans of Congress and

BJP and CPI parties are not significant at 5%

The mean score of the TDP respondents is 46.45. \Wen
conpared to the nean score of the other parties excluding Congress,
the difference between the TDP and BJP is not significant. PBut as

Per the T-test of the neans, the difference between TDP nean ard

211



other parties neans are found to be significant. The performance of

other parties respondents seems to be significant.

The nmean difference between BJP and CPM and CPIM. is
found to be significant as per the T-test at 5% Here nean
difference between BJP and CPI respondents seem to be non
significant. Not only in T-test, in the Chi-Square test also, the
associ ati on between perception and performance of CPIM. proved to
be significant. There is consistency between perceptions and

perfornmance among the respondents of the CPIM. and CPM

It is apparent fromthe table that the perfornmance as per
nean score of CPMis significant over CPl. SSmlarly, the nean
score of the CPIM. seened to be significant over the nean score of

CPM

VWnen's Participation in Andhra Pradesh State Legislature

In a parlianentary denocr acy, | egi sl ature S a
significant institution, where political |eadership S wel |
recognised. The skills and abilities of the legislator can be
adequately expressed and well wutilised in the |egislature. But
Huntington says that institutions |like legislatures and political

parties are more elusive and where in recurring patterns of

behavi ours are prevalent.10 The distinctive role of institutions
will have its effect on the political system and role of nenbers
or representatives will have its effect on the institutions.
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One of the wvery inportant defects 1in representative
denocracies is that wonen are disproportionately represented in the
| egi sl ative bodies. Wnen ought to play roles in |egislatures, but
they are not encouraged to contest. Wthout giving opportunities,
wonmen can not be judged as inconpetent for holding certain
positions.

The general political environnent in the country and in
the state of Andhra Pradesh is such that |eadership positions are
given only to a limted extent to wonen. Sone parties never (give
opportunity to wonen to occupy positions in the party executives.
This point has been, interestingly, admtted by national |eaders

| i ke Venkayya Nai du of BJP.12

But the point is, as Hamid Hussain, a
wonman activist of Bangl adesh pointed out at the tine of interview
by the witer , Indian wonen are nore active than Bangl adeshi wonen

13

In and outside political parties. Wnen |eaders in parties in

| ndia have proved their capacities in |ooking up wonen's issues and

14

in working for wonen and the public. Hence given the opportunity,

worren can shape thenselves as active |egislators.

Rajyam Sinha an activist and journalist says wonen are
not recognised as fit for holding the public office and within the

limts of reservation, wonen are selected for sone positions. But

t hey have enough talents.15

Participation in the legislature IS an | nport ant
political activity. Veena Majumdar says that, the process of
acquisition and exercise of power are part of political

Partici pation.®
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Wonens' representation in the nat i onal and strte
| egi sl atures should be understood in the background of the absence
of encouragenment by political parties to field them as candidates,
in addition to several other constrains. Thus wonen are seen nore
or less as vote-getters. There have been occasions when aspiring
wonen failing to get party tickets, <contested as independent
candi dates and when sone wonen have contested wth the chief

purpose of giving political education to people.

G ven the above situation, wonen's representation in the
| egi sl ative bodies, in respect of nunbers has al ways been | ess. I N
the state legislatures in India, wonens' representation has been
less than 6% even when the strength is the highest. During
1970-72, in all the state assenblies put together, the number of
wonen was 161, while that of nen was 3103. This indicates that only
5% of the state legislators then were wonen. During 1979-80, when
wonens' strength in the state legislatures was considered to be
significant, there were only 112 wonen | egislators conpared to 2478

17 Hence wonen | egislators constituted 4.3%

mal e | egi sl ators.

Studies relating to the background and role of wonen in
the legislatures of the state of Andhra Pradesh, conducted by
K.Lakshmi, V.Prabhavathi, Rohini and T.Padmaja, found out that the
quantitative presence of wonen legislators is limited. But
qualitatively their presence is reasonably good and in sane cases,
exceptional. Anong the first wonen |legislators, nention should be

made Of Ammanna Raja who had |egislative experience since 1937.
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The strength oi wonen in the |egislature has not been constant. | t
ranged between 3 and 28, which was the highest in 1972.18 The tot al
number Oof wonmen who served in the A.P. legislature is l|ess than
150. The situation in States like Rajasthan and Olissa is still
worse. For instance during 1952-91, only 48 wonen entered the state

19

|l egislatures and 14 in the Parliament. It should be pointed out

that 67 wonen constested in the elections of 1989 but the figure
has cone down to 54 in 1994. Another discouraging trend is that
while 25.37% of the wonen contesting the elections cane out
successful in 1989, only 8 wonen (14.81% of those who ran for the
el ections succeeded in 1994. The successful wonen candidates are
fromthe Congress and Telugu Desam Parties. i .e., 11 and 5
respectively. In the elections of 1984, of the eight the wonen who
entered the legislature 6 are from TDP and one each from the
Congress and the CPM. It should be pointed out that on behalf of
the CPM only one wonman Pathundaka Bhar at hi cont est ed and
succeeded. It is also to be noted that the success of candi dates
from TDP and failure of candidates of other parties are due to the
TDP wave. The Congress, BJP, BSP, TDP, CPI(ML) and CPM fi el ded 18,
16, 12, 7, 4 wonen respectively. Interestingly 1/5 i.e., 4 out of
20 CPI(M.)"'s candi dates are wonen. Surprisingly, the senior wonen
| eaders were denied seats by TDP and the Congress. For instance,

Kuthuhalamma of Congress, who served as Congress |egislator,
earlier for several years contested as an independent candi date, as

she was not fielded by the C‘ongress.20
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Wth the above in the background, the role of wonen
| egislators in the sanple could be studied. Their participation in
question hour, zero hour, |aw naking process and budget discussion
are sone of the aspects detailed below. The follow ng amalysis is
based on a study of debates of A.P.Legislative Assenbly during 1989

to 1991 and on the interviews held with wonren |egislators in the

sample.

During the Question Hour, which S an important
I nstrunment t hrough whi ch executive responsibility to t he
| egislature is ensured, wonen nenbers participation is reasonably
good. Sone exanples could now be given. Smt. Prathibha Bharathi
and E. Seetha Ramamma, both from the TDP, have been active in
raising starred questions and probing through suppl enentari es. Smt

Padala Aruna through her question on 26.9.1991, relating to

sanction of moratorium to agriculturists, has shown considerable

21

interest in the welfare of farners. Dr.Jayamma on 25.4.1990,

raised a question and enphasised on the need for Dbroadening
national highways and on the desirability of solving traffic
probl ens caused by road side hotels. The questionner’'s, attenpt was

successful because the Mnister's reaction was positive.22

The nenber of Short Notice Questions raised by wonen
menmbers are very limted. To give an exanple D .G.Kuthuhalamma
through a Short Notice Question, brought to the notice of the
House, how serious is the drinking water problem in Chittoor
District. The Mnister for Panchayat Raj answering the question,

assured to take necessary action.?® Kuthuhalamma's jnterest during
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the Question Hour could also be noted, when she raised question
relating to regul arisation of jobs of doctors and social welfare.
Smt. Amritha Kumari of Congress, brought to the light of the House,
a case of embezzlement and the need for providing adequate water to
the Steel Plant in Visakhapatnam. Snt. Eevuri Sitharamamma has
shown concern for wonen's wel fare, devel opnent of agriculture and

irrigation and for neeting the needs of her constituency.

VWnmen mnisters |ike Prathi bha Bharathi, Semantha Kumari,
and Kuthuhalamma tried to give answers to the satisfaction of the

members of the House.

ZERO HOUR

During the zero hour, wonen nenbers tried to bring

certain cases of violence, rape and the like to light.

_~Smt .Prathibha Bharathi on 28.8.1991, brought to the
notice of the House a rape case of a wonen by 12 nen at
Sat yanarayanapuram village in Vijayawada on 25.8.1991. She was
extrenely agitated by the incident and her concern, sympathy and
her stress on immedi ate action are clear, when she questioned the
governnment, weather it has closed it's eyes. 24 The Honme M nister

replied in the positive assuring that he would intervene in the

hmatter.

Disturbed by the floods of the river Nagavali and

Probl ens of the people of Palakonda, P.T.Amritha Kumari wanted *t
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concerned Mnister to take steps for providing relief nmeasures in

her constituency Palakonda.25

An incident of nurder causing problems to law and order
maintenance have Dbeen pointed out by My Ravindranath and
Vangaveeti Ratna Kumari during the Zero Hour. 26 Thus it is clear
that wonmen |egislators showed concern towards public issues as well

as wonens' | ssues.

DI SCUSSI ONS UNDER RULE 304 :

During discussions under Rule 3@4, which facilitates
consi derations of matters of urgent inportance, wonen |egislators
have successfully highlighted the realities in public problens and
made practical suggestions. Mary Ravindranath, K.Lakshmi Devi,
Sitharamamma, P.Arunamma, Eeti Vijaya Lakshmi, Uma Venkatrami
Reddy, N. Rupa Kumari are found to be active in the discussions
under this Rule/ The incidence of corruption in the Minicipal
Corporation of Hyderabad, inhuman treatnent towards wonen bel onging
t o weaker sections, drought and drinking water problens, atrocities
agai nst wonen are sone of the issues about which wonen members have

N
rai sed di scussion under Rule 304.27

SHORT DISCUSSIONS .

The Assenbly Rules 60, 61, 62 provide scope tor short
di scussions on matters of urgent public importance. On a few
occasi ons, wonen nenbers have invoked these rules for discussion on

matters relating to atrocities agai nst women, education a»@ other
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atters. ( On 19th April 1990, K Prathibha Bhar at hi initiated
liscussions on atrocities against wonen. She rejected the notion
that womren form part of weaker sections of the society and felt
that it is nen who are weaker by commtting atrocities against
wonen.  Continui ng her argunment, she pointed out that | egislators,
who are supposed to stop the wevil practice of dowy, real ly
encouraged it. She questioned the governnent's I rresponsi bl e
behaviour in dealing with cases involving rape, dowy and ot her
evils and blaned the police departnment for not being commtted.
The suggestions that cane during discussion included enactnent of
law for rooting out these atrocities, provision for punishing the
cul prits; increase in the nunber of wonen |udges; sel ection of
wonen legislator as Honme Mnisters and strengthening of wonen
protection cells. The point is, several nale Ilegislators were
absent during discussions showing their disinterest in matters
relating to wonen. However the di scussi ons concl uded with
assurances by the concerned ninister.28 During short discussions,

wonen | egi slator have also showed their concern towards popul ation

control.i

LEG SLATI ON AND CONSTITUTIONAL ANMENDMENTS

Sone of the legislators in the sanple |like N.Raja Kumari,
B.Seetharamamma, Prathi bha Bharathi and G.Kuthuhalamma parti ci pated
I n di scussi ons rel ating to | egi sl ative proceedi ngs on
constitutional anendnents. Sitharamamma, speaking on the Andhra
Pradesh Cooperative Societies Act 1991, opposed an amendment

Providing for nom nation of wonen members and said that they should
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be election instead of nomination.zg N.Raja Kumari speaking on
appropriation Bill 7, 1991, applauded Congress Party's services and
attributed the continuous devel opnent only to the Congress Party.30
Reacting to Bill No.5 of 1990 she said that the treasuring is
enptied by the Telugu Desam Governnent and it has becone inpossible
for the Congress Party to repair the roads affected by floods. She

enphasi sed on the need for financial assistance from the central

government and Wrld Bank.31

Wien the 62 Constitutional Amendnent Bill of 1989 was
nmoved in the Assenbly for discussion, Prathibha Bharathi of TDP and
Kutuhalamma of Congress participated extending their support.
Prat hi bha Bharathi, defending the Bill, reiterated the need for
reservations towards achievenent of self sufficiency. Proceeding
with her argunent in support of the Bill, she quoted the views of
Anbedkar, who said "a nation over other nations or nationality over
t he ot her Nationalities shoul d not exerci se aut hority".
Kuthuhalamma said that social security is to be ensured to the
downtrodden and felt that the anmendnent would give to the Schedul ed

Castes conpl ete freedom *

BUDGET DI SCUSSI ON s

Only a few wonen |egislators are vocal during budget
discussion. Oh 2nd April 1990, Prathibha Bharathi expressed
di ssati sfaction over the budget and pointed out that allocations
for social welfare activities are not satisfactory. It should be

noted here that, she was very bold enough to oppose the allocations
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on behalf of the TDP. She gave valuable practical suggestions for
the situation. These suggestions were openl y support ed by

Kuthuhalamma of the Congress Party. /

Mary Favi ndr anat h, a Congr ess | egi sl at or ext ended
whol ehearted support to the Budget of 1891-92. E.Sitharamamma
opposed the demands for social welfare and G.Arunamma supported the
alloclation. G Geetha Reddy, Mnister for Social Welfare assured
that the questions raised and suggestions given would be given due
consideration.33 :

It is clear that wonen |egislators are active when
demands relating to social welfare and wonen and child welfare are
di scussed. Male legislators seened to have less interest when such

demands are put to discussion. It is to be noted that women in the

| egi sl ature have noved a little away from party considerations when

~34
women s | ssues are discussed.T

A few wonen have participated during the discussion of
Governors' address and condol ence resolutions. It should have been
proper if senior wonen |egislators are given opportunities in such
di scussi ons because the practice of senior legislators taking part

In these discussions is present.

In the present context, the opinion of K.Seshadri needs
mention. He says, "conpositions of our legislature and FParliament

Is becoming less representation of public grievances ot general

> \Wile this is the general trend associated

take

know edge of affairs.?

with the legislators, male and female, it 1is necessary to
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neasures for increasing the standard of participation of the
| egi sl ators, especially wonen legislators who are in Ilimted

numbers.

ANTI ARRACK MOVEMENT :

The Anti Arrack novenent that started in a village
Dubagunta, in Nellore District in Andhra Pradesh is of the
sensational novenents in which wonen participated on a nass scale.
The role of wonen in the novenent during 1992-93 is a very

I nportant exanple to show that wonen are endowed wth excellent

abilities to influence public opinion as well as public ©policy.
The novenent acquired uni que pl ace i N its pur pose and
participation.

To assess the nature of the novenent and to study its
obj ectives, process and results, data is collected fromtw groups

of respondents. The first group forns part of this sanple itself.

The second group which can be <called controlled group

consists of both nen and wonen who are concerned wth the cause of

wonen the supporters and activists in the novenent, academcs and
nmenbers of organisations |ike Jana Vignana Samithi which has
indirectly shaped the novenent through its programmes, |deas and

operational details.

Wth the chief objectives of inproving family health

among the poorer sections; bringing social change and Promoting
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social and political awareness; facilitating coordination between
various wonen's organi sations and bringing about change in policy,

t he movement was conduct ed.

Wwnen nenbers of political parties, on | nport ant
occasi ons have becone active in dealing with wonen's issues. These
I ncl ude social issues, wonen's struggles, and health i ssues. I N
these struggles, wonen participated in large nunbers transcendi ng
party, caste, class and other considerations.

BEGA NNI NG :

Most of the respondents interviewed have accepted that
the literary programe called "Akshara Jyothi" which is intended to
bring social awareness anong the village people, was responsible
for planting new i deas anong wonen. For instance, itens |ike Mana
Badi and "Mahammari Sarai" are referred to as thought provoking
dialecticséTV%y children stop going to school? Are they joining
work force for livelihood? Such thought provoking questions are
there in each and every bookl et produced by Jana Vignana Vedi ka. It
Is interesting to note that wwthin the 30 paged book relating to
the programme there are nore than 60 questions of such nature. This
attenpt gave a new outlook relating to the social and economc life
and awareness anong the people. These new ideas inculcated anobng
the villagers, a readiness for the new programme. This new

technique has been useful for +the starting the Anti Arrack

Movenent .
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THE ACTI ON PROGRAMME t

When the villagers of Nellore district got inspiration on
attending this programe, Jana Vignana Vedika gave an action
programme to be adopted by the villagers. In this context a slogan
"Maa Vuriki Saara Vaddu"” (Qur Village should not have Arrack) was
the first expression of the villagers and wth this slogan, the
villagers started opposing the <comng in of arrack to their
village. Dr.Vijayakumar, the convener of the Anti Arrack Movenent,
was of the opinion that this experinment was exclusively directed by
Jana Vignana Samithi and the District Mahila Sangham of Nellore. As
a second step in the programme, two |akh seventy five thousand
signature have been collected from eight hundred villagers in
Nellore district, and a menorandum was submtted to the District

Collector with the above slogan form ng the nain thene.

In 1992, when the Anti Arrack Movenent was ranpant, wonen
were ready to strengthen the novenent because of their sad
experiences. Through the literacy progranmme, the village people
could understand the governnent's policies and reacted even agai nst
the governnent. For instance arrack was locally called as “Varuni
Vahini" through which the governnent's incone increased from
Rs.150.5 «crores in 1981-82 to Rs.630.27 crores in 1991- 92.
Moreover, there was no law prohibiting consunption of arrack.
Arrack was distributed through government Arrack shops. The
partici pants and supporters of the novenent contended that i nstead
of inproving the health and economic conditions of poor people,

governnment was supporting the Arrack auction at the people's cost.
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That was why, the reaction was severe and people properly
understood the real socio-econonic dangers and reacted in a right
way. The fuel was added to the fire when the people received
coupons for Arrack instead of paying agricultural wages. That was

the precipitating cause of the Anti Arrack Myvenent.

As far as literacy programme in the Nellore district was
concerned, a post literacy canpaign was started. Another slogan "If
wonen are united" (Aadavalle Ekamaithe) was given as a second step
under "Akshara Jyothi". This brought inspiration anong wonen and
they have courageously cone out. They started resisting the supply
of Arrack into the villages. In this programme they had to attack
the contractors on one hand and on the other they had to resist the
police. For reacting against these contractors, villagers were
inspired by the story called "Sithamma Katha" that was another

story "Ee Chavuku Karakulevvaru” (who 1is responsible for this

deat h?) which gave further inspiration to them.

In all the literary books, the above reaction of the
peopl e of Dubagunta village was printed and distributed to all t he
literacy centres. That is how, the Dubagunta story was spread to
other interior villages also and the whole of Andhra Pradesh was
inspired by the experiences in Dubagunta. Towards propagati ng
volunteers were specially given training at Sullurupeta by Jana
Vi gnana Vedi ka. Another inportant contribution was from a Telugu
Dai |y, Eenaadu, which propagated the novenent devoting a special
col um. In the literacy centres the day to day success stories of

the Anti Arrack Movenent were spread out. Each day a new nethod was
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adopted by the villagers taking the load by those stories. That is
how the Anti Arrack Myvenent starting from Dubagunta spread through
out the Nellore district, and wonen with united effort continued to
participate in the novenent. Not only wonen of villages but various
associ ations and party wonen w ngs joined hands and worked 1in the
direction of realising the objectives. The pressure given by
vill age wonen and wonen | eaders was so strong that the government
was conpelled to stop the auction of Arrack in Andhra Pradesh and

even to abolish its consunption.

VWnen in other parts of India got involved wearlier in
conbating sone social evils in a manner simlar to the against the
sale and consunption of Arrack in Andhra Pradesh. The Naga Wnen's
Associ ation fought against the social evils |I|ike alcoholism and

drug addi ction. Students and youth joined that novenent under the

Presidentship of Ms.L. Haralu in 1984, Towards conducting the
novenent , students, youth and wonen propogated agai nst t he
potential dangers of drug addi cti on. Sever al rallies and

processions were held to achieve the objectives. The agitations
erected several check posts at every entry point to confiscate and
destroy al coholic beverages. Ms. Haralu said that several student
bodi es, Church organi sations and Naga Mdther's Association joined
together in punishing the offenders. This novenent was led to

uphol d womanhood, human val ues and rights.

In the opinion of
Vandana Siva the Chi pcho novenent is also to be considered as a
peopl e's novenent, in which people living in and around the forests
of U.P. participated in it. So people usually have to solve their

own problens. In the opinion of Paul Feyeraband "In a free society,
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intellectuals are able to find out the problens and the people

b2
concerned have to solve the problens".

TECHNI QUES :

During the process of the Anti Arrack Myvenent, the
techni ques followed by wonen were to close Arrack shops, to destroy
Arrack packets and to resist the pressures from Arrack contractors,
police personnel and officials. Even though at the beginning, only
village women started the novenent subsequent |y yout h and
associ ations of downtrodden extended their solidarity. To
coordi nate various organisations, a Coordination Commttee for the
Anti Arrack Movenent was formed. Wnen wngs of the political
parties also joined the novenent. As noted earlier Dubagunta was
the starting point of the novenent, it was extended to Sai Peta,
J.J.Peta and other places. This trial of Akshara Jyothi Mvenent
was a conplete success in notivating the illiterate people and
eradicating the social evil and such programme was previously

I npl enented by Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad also.

It is obvious fromtable 7:14 that there is a marginal
di fference between the observations of the <controlled respondents
and those of the respondents in the main sanple. Wnen |eaders of
different political parties (85.71%) stated that wonen of all
parties participated in the Anti Arrack Movenent. The respondents

of the controlled group also expressed simlar opinion.
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Even though, at the beginning village wonen initiated the
novenent, political parties also extended their support later. All
the wonen of opposition parties got involved in the novenent. Wnen
| eaders of the ruling party expressed their noral support to the

movement through they were not active participants.

It is again evident fromthe table that 91.42% of the
respondents stated that the Anti Arrack Myvenent was the outconme of
the literacy canpaign. This statenent was supported by 88% of the
females and 80% of nmmles of the controlled group. The opponents of
this statenent were of the opinion that it was not fully the
outcone of literacy canpaign but it was the result of sufferings of
wonen which made them |aunch the anenEntfqubmever both the
conditions are to be considered as inportant aspects of the

movement.

It can be noted from the table that 62.85% of wonen
respondents expressed that the Anti Arrack Mywvenent was a nmss
wonen's novenent in Andhra Pradesh since independence. The
feelings of wonen respondents were supported by 100% of the
controlled respondents. In the opinion of Mturi Udayam a prom nent
member of CPM in Andhra Pradesh, the Anti Arrack Mouvenent is to be
consi dered as anot her independence novenent. She stated that it is
not possible to stop this novenent wi t hout achi evi ng its
objectives. Wile attending a rally she stated that sore than
thirty thousand wonen from different parts of Andhra Pradesh
participated in that rally on Septenber 28, 1992 at Hyderabad. Even

though it was considered as wonmen's movement, it was supported b¥
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people of all sections of the society either directly or
indirectly. 71.42% of the wonen respondents said that I n
organi sing the novenent, at different |evels, nen extended support
it. "If the social evil is to be eradicated both nen and wonen
should join and work for the objective", said Jana Vignana Vedika,
convener of the movenent in Nellore District- He was the nmain

spirit behind the novenent.

The wonman respondents stated (100% that, though the
middle class wonen did not participate in the Anti Arrack Moyvenent,
because of the constraints to cone out, they are not free from
these sufferings. The opinions of the other two groups were close
to this. ,80%and 88% of the other two groups expressed the sane
opinion and so it is quite evident that mddle class wonen could
not participate in large nunbers. In the opinion of Rama Malkote,
an academic and a femnist activist, even though [|ower classes
wonen also joined the novenent, it can be called a people's
novenent. M ddl e class wonen al so has face so nmany problens, but

they are in the chains of social custons, she said".

Results :

It is evident fromthe table T7:14, that soci al awar eness
anong women IS an outcone of the novenent. Wnen gained self
confidence and proved their capabilities. Unity and integrity of

wonen were established.

The table also gives an idea of the respondents'

observations about the enpowernent of wonen. They said that new a
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| eadership is the outcone of this novenent. Though not all of them
were supported by political parties, only a few of the new | eaders
were recogni sed by the various state |level organisations. In the
opinion of Dr.Bala Gopal, Secretary of the Andhra Pradesh GCvil
Liberties Commttee, Wnen's enpowernent has becone possible as a
result of the Anti Arrack Moyvenent, but not all the new | eaders of
the novenent were recognised by the institutions. Mre over usually
wonen |eaders rise to the fulfillnment of certain goals and
di scontinue their active participation later . The G vil
Li berties Association in the State recogni sed two wonen | eaders and
recruited theminto the organisationsfb Punyavat hi, Secretary of
the Mahila Wng of CPM, also stated that the Mrxist party
recognised the new wonen |eadership at the rural | evel and
expressed its preparedness to recruit new wonen |eaders into the
party. In her opinion, wonen during the Anti Arrack Movenent were
active and successfully participated to realise the objective. But,

if a newrole is to be taken, they need further notivation and

initiation. But they require support fromthe famly.

The Anti Arrack Movenent continued till the conplete
prohibition was declared, and in fact the activists who bent upon
it. For instance, Surya devara Rajyalaxmi and activist and freedom
fighter, while giving an interview to a Telugu daily, stressed on
the need of Jlaunching the conplete prohibition movement. She
enphasi sed that wonen should continue their novenent for achieving
conplete prohibition and should not be merely satisfied wth the
success of Anti Arrack Mvenent. This has cone true wth the

launching Of Conplete Prohibition Mvenment in 1994. Consequent | y.
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nost of the parties included a conplete prohibition as the goal in
their election Manifestoes and the TDP successfully declared the
prohibition imediately after wnning the election in 1994. This is
a far reaching achi evenent, but inplenentation needs | ot of care
and comm t ment .

Wnen's participation in the Anti Arrack Movenent, which
took place on a mass scale, has produced new wonen's | eadership.
Women's organisations have cone t oget her form ng a j ol nt
coordination council. Wnen's organi sations gai ned confidence and
started conplete prohibition novenent, which gained fruitful
results in the declaration of conplete prohibition by t he

gover nnent of Andhra Pradesh.
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TABLE 7:9 EXPENDITURE FOR THE TOURS - PARTY NISE BISTRIBUTION.
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TAME 7:11 PERFORWANCE TOWARDS RELIGIOUS PURPOSES - PARTY WISE BISTRISOTION.
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TABLE 7:12 PARTICIPATION IN THE ELECTION WORK - PARTY WISE DISTRIBUTIOR
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CHAPTER-VIII

LINEAR MULTIPLE REORESSIONAL ANALYSIS



This chapter is intended to assess the relationship
between the background of the wonen leaders and their perception
and performance as the background factors are the independent
variables and those of the perception and perfornmance are
dependent. In other words, an attenpt is mnade to establish the
rel ati onshi p between the independent and dependent variables. For
this the technique of Ilinear nmultiple regression analysis is
followed. To assess the relative inportance of a series of
| ndependent vari ables, standardized regression coefficients are
also calculated. The statistical significance of a controlled
relationship with independent variables could also be derived from
multiple regression equation. Regression coefficients, standard
errors, and the results of I|inear multiple regression analysis
values are also noted. They are regression coefficient, standard
errors and °“t° values. Miltiple regression is the preferred
technique in political science for observing multivariate
rel ationships. As for the value, "t° value is to.be tested at 120O

DF and at 0.01 level and 0.05 | evel.

As per the results of multiple regression analysis, two
sets of relations are noted. (One type is between the independent
variables and the dependent variables of perception of t he
respondents and the other relationship is between independent

variables and the dependent variabl es of performance.

As regards perceptions, 4 tables are forned. The

| ndependent variables are divided into personal factors, kinship
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factors, famly factors and political attributes. Al t he
| ndependent variables are used for association with the dependent
variables on perceptions. Al the independent variables did not

gi ve hi gher wei ghts.

Personal Attri butes:

In the first table 81 high loads are found in case of
age and present politics and the “t° value is 2.17 at 0.05 |evel
(table value). The association is positively and highly
significant. The associ ation between, occupation and interested
activity is significant. The "t wvalue is 2.36 at 0.05 |Ievel
(table value 1.97) Associ ation of age  of children and
responsibility as executive nenbers is highly |oaded. The "t° val ue
is 2.40 at 0.05 (table value 1.97). Associ ation between age and the
status of wonen is |oaded highly, the “t° value being 7.98 at 0.05
level (table value 1.97). Association of education and agricultural
| abour is highly loaded and the “t° value is 2.45 at 0.01 |evel
(table value 2.61). Association of the nunber of children and S.C.

and ST. is highly loaded at 2.01 at 0.05 level (table value 1.97).

Age:

It is apparent fromtable 8.1 and Ia , that the age of
respondents has its bearing on the perception and perceptions on
present politics. Age is an inportant factor for the fluctuations
in the perceptions of the respondents. The respondents of the
younger age are nore commtted to the ideology of the party and the
old aged are usually conservative and pragnatic and so their age

fci ght have refl ecti on on percepti ons.



According to Narayan Pillai“s findings, age played a
dowinating role in the activities of different parties in India.
Hs finding al so shows that communists are 10 years younger than
the Congress in playing inportant roles. So age is an inportant
factor associated wth participation. Participation rises in
early years and peaks in mddle ages and falls in later years.
This also supports the fact that age has its inpact on both
political participation and perceptive role of +the respondents
Fromthis it nmay be said that participation displays a rising and
falling patterns with the age. Ader the age, longer is the
experience of the participant and the participant mght play an

| nportant role.

Nunber of Children:

It is interesting to note that the nunber of children of
the respondents which is an independent variable, had its negative
i nfl uence on the perceptions of respondents on the variable 1i.e.
about status of SC's and S T.'s. The "t value of 2.01 at 0.05
| evel (table value 1.97). Mst of the respondents are positively
inclined towards reservation policy but are not satisfied with the
manner in which it is inplenmented. Mstly respondents are

particul ar about reservation for SSGCG and S Ts.

Age of the Children:

It is apparent from table 81 and Ia that, age of
children has a negative influence on the independent variable of

the respondent. that is the responsibility of executive nmenbers of



the party or the responsibility of the party |eaders. 12 the age
of children is low, a woman |eader cannot fully devote herself in
rearing children. Simlarly, if the age of children is considerably
hi gh, she can bear nore responsibilities as a | eader of the party.

Age of children has a special influence on wonen | eaders.

Mrital Status:

As far as the dependent variables of perception are
concerned there is no indication of the influence of narital status
even though narried wonen are nore in nunber in the present study.
There is direct or indirect inpact of marital status on party

| eaders and not on the role perceptions of party's wonen | eaders.

Education:

Education also had positive bearing on the role
perceptions of wonmen party |eaders about agricultural |abour.

L.Milbrath and M.Goel found that political participation frequently
2

has positive association with education. Usually  general
political participation can be differentiated W th wonen's
participation in party |leadership position. This study stand in
support of Milbraths opinion as perception on agricultural |[|abour '
IS positive. Nilima Acharji's findings also are very near to those
of this study. It is found that, instead formal education,

Know edge of the |eader has nore wei ght on perceptions.
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Cast e:

It is interesting to note that caste has no bearinz on
wonen's role perceptions and political participation in t he
| eadership positions. But the wearlier studies of political
participation had shown the inpact of caste on political parties in
| ndia. Studies of Hardgrave, Rajani Kothari and Morris Jones, point
out that castes has its inpact on participation through parties or
on the social system Again social stratification had no bearing on
the political participation of wonen respondents of the parties.
This may be due to the fact that wonen's participation in general
is less in politics and that wonmen supported by their famlies and

| eaders of the parties have entered politics.

Qccupation has a negative bearing on the activity of
interest of the respondents. For the association of occupation wth

the activity of interest, the "t° value is 2.36 at 0.01%

The opinion of Narayan Pillai, occupation has an
inportant role to play in the perceptive roles of t he
respondent.4To him politicians in the larger society, are nore
likely to be drawn formthe dispensable occupations |ike those of
law and journalism Geraint Parry said that wealth also has
generally positive association wth the overall participation.
Even then, it was noted that in contrast to those in certain
activities, the poor participate more.On the one hand wealth is
acquired and on the other hand is inherited. Acquiring wealth 1is
associated With certain occupations. So, occupation is directly or

indirectly associated wth role perceptions.
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Kinshi p Relations:

It is obvious from tables 8:2 and 2a, association between
nother's education and perceptions of +the respondents towards
present politics is highly loaded, the "t° value being 3.49 at 0.01
level (table value 2.61). Association of father's economc status
wth influence of caste conventions is highly | oaded. The *t- val ue
is 2.25 at 0.05 level (table value 1.97). Association of the nunber
of brothers and perception towards mnorities is highly | oaded. The
"t value is 2.31 at 0.05 level (table value 1.97). Association of
the nunber of brothers with caste conventions is highly [ oaded.
The "t value i1s2.22 at 0.05 level (table value 1.97). Association
of sisters and attitudes towards minorities is also highly | oaded,

the "t° value being 2.74 at 0.05 |level (table value 1.97).

Resi dence Before Marri age:

It is evident fromtables 82 and 2a that there is no
associ ation of the respondents' residence before nmarriage wth
perceptions. It is usually noted that during the teen age, famly,
peer groups and parties nmay be said to be the influencing factors

but this study shows no evi dence of such associ ation.

Father's Fam |y Count:

Father's famly count had no bearing on the respondents’
Perception in general, where as the nunbers of bothers of the

respondent had its influence on two factors of the perceptions of



the respondent. Number of brothers has a negatively significant
associations with perceptions on minorities and also on caste
conventions. Caste conventions have became very frequent in the
present political situation and in the same way mnorities"
position need support. On these issues, perceptions mght be forned

by the respondents w th kinship support.

The nunber of sisters has bearing on perceptions
towards mnorities and their positions. Sisters' and brothers'
support and engorgenent has the explicit and inplicit influence on

the perceptions of the respondents.

Mother®s Educati on and Econom c Status:

As noted, nother's education is strongly significant on
the perceptions of the respondents on present politics. Mther's
education has an indication of source of know edge of t he
respondent. Usually, nother's education nay be considered as the
val uabl e background for the devel opnment of <child in general and
daughters devel opnent and progress in particular. Usually, the
daughters have a closer association wth the nothers and the broad
out | ook due to education of nother would have its own bearing on
the progress of the girl child and for the sanme reason nother's
education had its strong significance for the same perception of

t he respondent.

The economc status of the nother had al so I ts

significance on the perception of respondents on the influence of



caste convention on parties. In the present politics in Andhra
Pradesh, there is a frequency of caste conventions. |Irstead of
caste indirectly supporting a particular party. As noted by
Har dgarave, and Rajni Kothari, caste conventions have becone the
pressure groups and in this context all party |eaders nay have
their attitudes. Even though caste is said to be a subject of
detailed study in the state politics, as G.Ram.Reddy and Igbal
Narayan pointed out, it would be superficial to say that the caste
alone matters in the state politics. It is not the caste or caste
conventions which play inportant role regarding the influence on
the participation of wonen, but it is the parental influence which
had a bearing and particularly, nother's influence which, can be
estimated as an | mport ant i nfluencing factor in wonen's

participation in politics.

Father’s Econom c St at us:

Father's economc status has association wth all t he
dependent variables with the exception of the perception about
i ndustrial workers. Know edge of respondents on various aspects of
the issues and sections of society are to be tested to know the
purposive role perceptions. As far as the ideological perceptions
of the respondents are concerned, father's econom c background mnay
be having the right orientation about the industrial workers. In
the present circunstances all the political participants in general
and party leaders in particular may be having the right orientation

about industrial workers. As they strive to solve their problems in
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an organi zed way, 1i.e., through trade wunions. Their organized
behavi ours m ght be rightly perceived by the women respondents of

the present st udy.

Table 8. 2a explains the association of variables of
Kinship rel ationship and the perceptions of the respondents. Under
Kinship relations education of parents, economc status of the
parents, nunber of brothers and sisters of the respondent and
residence and famly count of father have been taken for assessing
the correlation with sone of the perceptions of the respondents. A
wonan respondent may be having the association of the above said
characteristics over her perceptions, because it was hypothesized
t hat wonmen shoul d have support from the kith and kin if she had to

reach the | eadership positions.

Father ® S Education:

It is evident fromtable "B° that father's education has
no weight over the perceptions of the respondents. Al the
seventeen perceptions tested, have no association with the father's

educat i on.

Famly Attributes

It is apparent fromtable 83 and 3a, wunder the famly
attributes, the association between type of the famly and
Qualities oOf executive position is highly loaded. The “t° value is

2.55 level (table value 1.97). The famly count and present
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politics is highly loaded. The "t- value 2.22 at 0.05 level (table
value 1.97). Association between responsibilities of executive
nenbers and residence after marriage are highly l|oaded. The -¢-
value is 2.24 at 0.05 level (table value 1.97). Association of
husband' s education with the type of |leadership is |oaded highly.
The “t” value is 2.03 at 0.05 level (table value is 1.97).

It is apparent from table 8.3a that sone of t he
| ndependent variable as famly attribute as conputed and the |inear
multiple regression analysis adopted to know their correlation with
perception of the respondents. The type of famly, famly count
husband's education and economc status and residence after
marriage of the respondents are considered as the background

factors for the anal ysis.

It is evident fromthe table that the type of the famly
over the qualities of executive positions has a positively

significant association at 2.55 “t° val ue.

Resi dence after Marri age:

Resi dence after narriage has a negative association wth
responsibility of executive nenbers. Wnen in Indian social
structure wusually mgrate from their parental resi dence to
husband' s resi dence. This change of places has an influence in the
behavi our patterns of wonen. They |earn new social condition on the
one hand and also may adopt new political behaviours. And so

pPerceptions have the influence of mgration of wonen after

marriage.
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The perceptions of the respondents in the sample are
forned i ndependently and the residence after marriage and living in

a new envi ronnment have no bearing on perceptions.
Husband' s Econom c St at us:

Husband's economc status is taken to be an inportant
| ndependent variable, hoping this would influence the perceptions
and participation of wonen. According to this analysis all the
vari abl es of perceptions are independent of husband's economc

status. Hs economc status has no bearing on the perceptions of

the respondents.
Husband®*s Educati on:

It is apparent from tables 83 and 8a that an independent
variable, i.e., education of the husband has a positive association
with the type of |eadership. There is a possibility that higher the
education qualifications, higher the |eadership position held by
wonen respondents. H gher the education gives broader out | ook and
so it has its association with perceptions.. The support of husband
Is said to be domnating factor as far as the |eadership patterns
of wonen in the party structures are concerned. Wenever, nen have
hi gher education, there is a possibilities of confirmng their
support for a particular political ideology and that itself has an
inplicit association with the encouragenent given by them to the
Women . Mal e spouses due to higher education nmay be |ess

conservative or give nore support and encouragenent to the wonen
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respondents. So wWomen keep on holding |eadership positions in the

party organi zati ons.

Famly Count :

It can be noted fromthe table that famly count, an
i ndependent variable has its association with the dependent
vari abl e perceptions present politics. It is apparent that it 1is
negatively significant because, if famly  count | ncr eases,
perceptions on the present politics decreases and in the sane way

if the famly count decreases perception of respondents increases.

Political Attributes:

Under political attributes association between political
experience as student and industrial developnent is highly | oaded.
The "t" value is 2.63 at 0.05 level (table value 1.97). Association
of political influence fromrelations has negative indication over
qualities of executive position. The “t” value is -2.53 at 0.05
| evel (table value 1.97). The political experience is associated
wth the responsibility of executive nmenber, present politics and
qualities of executive position and industrial devel opnent, Tt
val ues being 2.65, 2.36, 2.20 and 2.73 respectively at 0.05 |evel
(table wvalue 1.97). Again party leadership and qualities of
executive are strongly associated. The "t value is 2.45 at 0.05
| evel (table value 1.97). Association of political experience as a
student with associated with S G and S Ts is highly 1loaded. The

"t- value is significant at 1.99 at 0.05 level (table value 1.97).
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The associ ation between previous political experience and B.Cs is
highly | oaded. The "t° value is 2.37 at 0.05 level (table value
1.97). The association of party position on S G and S Ts

perception is highly |oaded, the “t° value being 2.00 at 0.05 |evel
(tabl e value 1.97).

Table "D is mainly concerned with tw types of
variables. On the one side, political attributes of the respondent
as i ndependent characteristics and on the other side perception of
the respondent are noted. Al the observations have been conputed

and Regression, Coefficient, Standard Errors and “t° values are

obtained.

Political experience as a student is said to be an
i mportant characteristics features of the respondents. Political
experience gives scope to have insights into various issues of the
society and al so about the range of econom c devel opnent in |ndia,
the new policies of the governnent and its inpact on various

communities and ot her factors.

|f a person enters politics as a student, he / she nmay
acqui re know edge of party ideology and develop vision about the
social, political and economc structure of the country. Political
experience has association wth the perception on industrial
developnrent and on the S G and S Ts. Early politi cal
socialisation provides opportunity for quick understanding of
social situations and this wll give to individuals specific

identity and recognition.
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Previ ous Membership in other Party:

Menbership in social organi zation enriches the behavi oral
qualities and experience in political parties facilitates
capabilities required for noving upwards into the |eadership
| eader. So previous nenbership in any party had its influence over
perceptions and especially on the type of |eadership. There is also

the possibility of attaining perfection.

Political Influence Of Rel atives:

Perception of the respondents are likely to be clear by
observing the relatives' political activities. |In the absence of
this, perceptions about required qualifications and functions of
the executive nenbers of the parties may not be devel oped because
opportunities for close observations are absent. Fromtable 8:4 and
4a it can be noted that relatives' political influence has a
negative association with the perceptions regarding qualities of

executive nenbers of the party.

Political Experience within the Party:

Political experience wthin party enables the party
| eader to understand ideology, policies, the way dealing wth
various issues in addition to capabilities. In the sample,
experience within party has positive association wth perceptions
relating to the responsibility of executive nenber in present

Politics, qualities of the executive position, I ndustri al
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devel opnent. Political experience within the party has a negative

association if the perceptions regardi ng B. Cs.

Long political experience would lead to an increase the
understanding of responsibilities of executive nenbers, present
politics, qualities needed for |eader and awareness about the
development Of the nation in general. Political experience also
gives w de know edge about the nation, and consequently the
position held. If perceptions on these natters are clear, it could
be said that there is real Iink between these two types of
variables. Political experience of the respondents had a negative
associ ation on the perception about B.Cs. During the present study
several caste people involved in direct action to achieve their
goal of including their caste in the B.C.s. This situation nay be
one of +the reasons for negative relation between these two

variables.

Party position of the respondent has its bearing on the
dependent variable, i.e., perception of about S G and S Ts
Leaders in the highest position at the state and district Ilevels
have to be aware of the stand of SG and. S Ts and also should
understand their position and policies relating to them |In [Indian
polities, parties, and personnel are nore interested to protect
the S G and S Ts and they do not want |oose the support of these
sections. The objectives nmay be on the one side protection of party

Position and on the other side safeguarding of the S G and S Ts.
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It is obvious fromtable 8:4 that the party |eadership
which is an imporiant characteristic of +the respondent had an
association with the qualities required for a leader to recruited.
From this relationship, it may be inferred that if a person wants
to continue as |eader, she should have cl ear perceptions about the
qualities required and in the same way, if the necessary qualities

are acquired, one can hold the | eadership position.

Correl ati on Matrix=Socio-Economic and Political Factors:

Correlation matrix is the neasure for the study of relation
between two variables and the correlation commonly used i n
statistics is called the coefficient correlation and the quantity
is denoted by the synbol "r°. The correlation coefficient like the
mean value and the standard deviation is a nunerical character of
the popul ation and is estimated from a sanple of the bipartite
popul ation. A case of particular inportance in testing the
significance of deviation of the estinmates of correlation form the
hypot heti cal val ue zero. (Onhce the coefficient has been cal cul at ed,
it can be checked against the appropriate table to determne if it
Is above or belowthe criteria level of statistical significance.
So statistical significance is known at 0.05 level and 0.01 |evel.
In the present study, correlation analysis is used to denote the
strength of the relationship anmong 29 different variables of
soci o-econom c and political background factors. So correlation
matrix shows the relationship between variables. As the correl ation
can be present in 10 factors. the matrix is shown in 3 parts about

the i ndependent variables of 29 nunbers.
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To  exam ne t he interrelationship  of I ndependent
variables. Correlation coefficients were conputed. The determ ned
paraneters are personal factors, famlial factors, par ent al

influence factors and political factors were represented.

The correlation matrix is presented in tables 8:5, 8:5a
and 8:5b which shows associ ati on anong | ndependent | . e.
soci o-econom c variables. Anong the 29 independent variables in the
study only nine variables exhibited correlations within them The
party position possessed strong relationship with the three
variables- narital status, residence after nmarriage and nunber of
children of the respondents as the “r° values 0.483, @.376 and
0.358 respectively are higher than the table values at 0.01

probability.

The nmarital status of the wonen respondents exhibited
relationship with the residence after marriage and strong
relationship with the nunber of children. SSmlarly occupation
showed direct relationship with the nunber of bothers, father's
education and father's economc status. Husband's education shows

close relationship with husband's econom c status.

It is obvious from tables 8:5  85a and 8.5b that the
background factors nanely nmarital status and residence after
marriage had correlation with the nunber of children.

The following are the “r- values of these vari abl es.
i. Correlation between marital status and residence after

marriage has the "r- value 0.337 at 0.01 Ilevel (TV
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0. 273).
2. The nmarital status has a strong correlation with the
number. of children and its "r- values is 0.376 at 0.01

| evel (TV 0. 345).

These above correlation are inportant factors which have
influence on the activity of the wonen respondents and these
factors seened to be strongly and positively significant and so
wonen | eaders with such background can hold | eadership positions in
the party. The |eadership position needs regular involvenent in

the political activities starting from campaigning to participation

in solving public issues. However, canpaign activity only will not
give any long term chance of getting into political |[|eadership
roles.

The occupation of the respondents has 1its correlation
wth the variable, i.e., nunber of bothers. The “r° value of this
correlation is 0.014 at 0.01 probability (Tv.@.354). Such a
correlation is not found in the previous studies. An interesting
finding is that the nunber of brothers has a bearing on occupation
i nfluencing the economc status. And the economc status in turn

i nfl uences the political participation of wonen,

The nunber of bothers of the respondent may be having a
bearing on occupation in terns of support and encouragenent.
Moreover, the nunber of brothers nay be regarded as the support
variable not only in respect of |eadership position but also

kembership in the party.
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Another interesting finding is that father's education
has an association with his economc status. The "r- value of these
two variable is 0.54G at 0.01 level (TV 0.354). Usually, in the
case of positive correlation the increase of one variable wll be
corresponding influencing the other. So the economc status of the
father has an association with education and vice versa. As per
this finding the economc status and education of father wll
definitely have an indirect influence on the respondents' political
position. The people belonging to high economc status wll have
nore opportunities for political involvenent. In such case the

wonen respondents may not be having hurdles to get |eadership

position.

Husband' s education and husband's economc status are
| oaded higher and their correlation is positively and highly strong
and significant. The "r” value is 0.654 at 0.01 level (TV 0.35).
Qut of all the correlation coefficients, this value is having the
hi ghest | oading. This is because husband's education and economc
status have a strong influence on wonen's | eadership position. As
per the table higher the economc status higher is the education of
the husband. This is an interesting finding because nost of the
respondents are narried wonen and so nmarried wonen seem to be
getting more opportunities in party politics. H gher education of
the husband nay be hel pful to the wife as there is the possibility
of encouragenent from her husband. Mreover, his economc status is
likely to contribute favorably to participation in the politics.
Therefore, this correlation has an indirect favour for t he

Pronotion of political activity of wonen.
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Correlation Matrix- Perception Linked wth Performance:

One of the ainmse of this study is to determne the
interrelationships of different behavioural patterns of t he
respondents. For this purpose correl ation coefficients are
conputed. Tables 8:5c, 8:5d and 8:5e show the correlation between
perceptions and performance of the 127 respondents belonging to six
parties under study which wer e conput ed for quantitative
me. .urement. There are seventeen vari ables of perception and nine
vari abl es of perfornmance. The correlation coefficients can be
identified as “r~ values. Correlation matrix shows the degree of
associ ati on between two factors and |oading give both positive and
negative correlation between two factors. The positive loading is
to be neasured at table values 0.273 at 0.05 level and 0.354 at

0.01 level. If the table value is 0.273, association is strong and

if it is (table value) 0.354, association is significantly strong.

Qut of nine variables of performance, three variables are
highly loaded |eaving six variables. Those six variables are
neither significant nor in-significant. Tnere is no relationship
bet ween those six variables. These three highly |oaded variables
are related to the activities of respondents' visits to the |[ocal
areas. Visits to local areas have a significant correlation wth
sources of expenditure. It has a negatively strong association
with the sources of expenditure as the "r” value is 0.540 at 0.01
| evel (table value 0.354). As the association is negatively strong
the, increase of one is followed by a decrease of the other.

Visits to |ocal areas by the respondents nay significantly depend
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upon expected sources of finances. There is an indirect relation

between these two vari abl es.

Fromthe matrix correlation table, it can be seen that
only nine findings are highly loaded after computation for
correlation matrix of independent variables of which, two findings
are seen anong vari abl es of perfornmance, one between the perception
and performance, and the remaining six findings show the

rel ati onship anong the vari abl es of perceptions.

Anot her interesting observation is the rel ati onship
between the responsibility of executive nenber, i.e., leader and
the contribution to religious institutions. Here the "r° value is
shown as 0.441 at the table value 0.01 which is strongly
significant. Even though it is not a material contribution, the
| eader is supposed to be secular. So here the perception on secul ar

outl ook seened to correl ate.

Wth the responsibility of executive nenbership as it has
positive association, increase in one variable 1is correspondingly
relative to another. Secular outlook of the leader is indirectly
suggested. The leader may gain power due to the support of
different groups. He/she should devel op secul ar approach and the
propose is the welfare of the all religious sections and in turn,
he/ she gets the support of the mnorities. So these two variables
are interrelated. In view of the special approach towards the
minorities and their problens in India, the correlation between

these two variables is highly | oaded. Mreover, the |eader as per
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his/her responsibilities may be nanmed as " Gener al Vel fare
Promoter . It is interesting to note that there is strong positive
rel ati onship between perception about the B.Cs and perception
about present politics. This relationship is neasured by “r°~ value
of 0.359 at the table value of 0.01 probability. Any policy on
B.CG and only decision regarding on B.Cs and their devel opnent is
linked to present politics. That is why it is to be considered as
an inportant observation, because the perceptions about t he
present politics nmay have their influence on the devel opnent of
B.Cs. Since the setting up of the Mandal Comm ssion, there is a
raising urge anong the people of sone caste that they should be
included in the B.C group. In July 1994 dharanas Dby a Kapu
community | eader, achieved success to a very limted extent for the
benefit of their caste. The situation is to be tackled by the
| eaders of all parties. As far as the perception of the respondents
are concerned, there seens to be sone confusion and between B.Cs
and S.Ts. However, B.C's issues added a new dinension to the

problens of the present politics.

Mnorities are to be protected and mnorities devel opnent
is again based on the policy decisions of the |eaders. The | eader
nust be a better communi cator than ordinary nenbers and citizens in
solving several problens and tackling them And sane is the case
wth S.C.s and S. T.s. The S.C. & S T. comunities have been
guaranteed reservation and special schenmes for their devel opnent
have been drawn. For the realisation of these, harnony between
political | eaders and the comunity is very much needed. In India

especially with the diversified comunities, a |eader should
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mai ntain bal ance in dealing, leading. communicating, protecting and

supporting these varied communities. Such a relation is said to be:

The perceptions, i.e., regarding qualities of executive
position has three inportant correlation links with the perception
about industrial devel opnment and developnent of mnorities and
SC, STs. Correlation of these are shown as “r° val ues of 0.379,
0.403 and 0.480 respectively at the table values of 0.01
probability. Al the three association are negatively strongly
significant. The qualities of party |eader particularly have their
influence directly on the above three variables. The leader is
supposed to have perception on these subjects and it is a negative
indication, if |eaders cannot decide about policies and do not have
ri ght perceptions about contenporary situations and issues. As far
as industrial devel opnment is concerned, the present economc policy

of India has a strong influence over it.

It is evident from the table that the relationship

bet ween perceptions regarding agricul tural devel opnent and
industrial developnent in India have positive [|inkage. The
relationship between agricultural devel oprent and | ndustri al

devel opnent is shown as the table value of 0.05 probability. It 1is
a positively significant finding. This is an interesting finding
because industrial devel opnent and agricultural devel opnent should
go hand in hand. These variables have correlation. |f agricultural
devel opnent is given priority, industrial devel opnent also is to be
given priority and vice versa. The know edge of the respondents

about the present Indian econony seens to be positive. They could
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estinate the nature of the present transitional econony influenced
by liberalization. It can be said that correct per ceptions

definitely lead to correct .activities of the respondent.

Another link is between the industrial developnent and
the position of agricultural l[abour. This is shown as a negative
association as ‘r° value is -0.306 at the table value 0.05
probability. This neans industrial developnent is Ilikely to have
its inpact on the future of agricultural devel opnent. In accordance
wth the present liberalisation policies of the central governnent
and GATT agreenents, the future of agricultural |abour seens to be
negatively perceived. The increase in industrial developnent wll
definitely show a decreasing trend in agricultural devel opnent and
wll lead to a decline in the status of agricultural Iabour. The
unorgani zed and rural based agricultural |aborers suffer from

unequal wages, negligence and insecurity.

Anot her interesting observation on the perception side is
the relationship between mnorities and the SCand ST. s. It is
positively strong, having "r° value of 0.628 at table value of 0.01
probability. This is because the position of both mnorities and
S.C, S.Ts is considered as an inportant area of interest for the
upliftment purpose. Those groups are being paid special attention.
No political perception has negative bearing on these variables

anong the respondents under study.

There is strong associ ati on between caste conventions and

| nfl uence of caste conventions, as its value is ©.89%94 at the table
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value of ©-91 probability. The perception of women |e€aders are very
clear as far as the <conduct of caste conventions and their

i nfl uence on political parties.

In conclusion, it is to be noted that, difference of
perceptions are there between young and old aged respondents.
Marital status has its direct or indirect inpact on the party
| eaders. Political know edge instead of primary education has its
i npact on the perception of the wonen |eaders. Educated nay not
have the required political know edge. Industrial support and
famly support play an inportant role on the perception of the
| eaders. It is interesting to note that caste has no bearing on
wonen's role perceptions, and participation. It is the wealth,
which is the supporting factor for participation in the political

field.

Several activities in the political field can be carried
on without hesitation, if support is given fromkith and kin. Wnen
are mainly influenced by the nothers in particular and by father in

general.

As per as nolding the personality, encouragenent and
noral and material support of relations highly influence wonen to
reach | eadership positions. Support and encouragenent from husband
is highly needed, if wonen have to occupy higher positions. Mstly
nen having higher educational qual i fications nay be | ess
conservation and support their wonmen to hold | eadership positions.

If the famly 1is big in size, wonen |eader can share their
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househol d responsibilities viath the other members of the famly.

Dependi ng on the availability of funds, wonen | eader scan
visit the local areas or constituencies. As per the correlation
between the | eader and the contribution to religious institutions,
the leader is supposed to have secular outlook. As far as qualities
of the |eader are concerned, she should have perceptions on the
contenporary situations and issues. This is why, an association of
the quality of leader is <closely significant wth perceptions
relating to developnent of the agriculture, devel opnent of
mnorities, S G and S Ts. It is to be noted that know edge of the
respondent about the present Indian econony seens to be positive.
The respondents in general have shown interest in the upliftment of
the mnorities, B.Cs, S G and S. Ts. Towards the upliftnment of the

downt rodden, no political perception is negative.

There is a close relationship between the nunber of
brothers and occupation. Here two inportant factors nanely noney
and support from brothers are distinctly related to hol di ng hi gher
positions. Support of kith and kin is very inportant. Fathers
support also is needed for holding higher positions, and husband' s
education and econom c status have a strong bearing on |eadership

Positions.
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TABLE 8:1  ASSOCI ATION BETVEEN | NDEPENDENT VARI ABLES (28}
AND PERCEPTI ON OF WOKEN RESPOMDENTS (DEPENDENT VAR ABLE

Responsibility Functions laportance Present Interseted finalities of  Bevelopsent
of executive  of womens Of wosen$ politics activity  executive  Africa- Indus

sesbers. Ki ng. Ki ng. positions,  taral. tries.
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factors 1, 2, 3. ' s. & 1. 8.
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TRALE B:la ASSOCIATION BETMEEN IMDEPEWDENT VARIAGLES ¢y ~~ ~ ~~—~ ~— — ==~ =
AND PERCEPTIMSOF WOMEN RESPONDENYS (DEPENDENP-VARBLED. '} FPrein'  Inlerese® &sLliss  Bevels

e o el e - . e e s e ke A A A e e ek g -l o e T e o e il

N T A S TR L 7T 3 ..
Perception §5.C B.C Agri Indus- Status Caste Indiuence ?mni bit Mgri  inems

e
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TABLE 8.2 ASSOCTATION BETWEEN INDEPENDENT VAR ABLES (28)
AND PERCEPTI ON CF WOMEN RESPONDENTS ( DEPENDENT VARI ABLES)

Responsi- Functions Inport- Present  Intereset Qualities  Development

bilty of of womens ance of politics. activity, of execu-  Agri | ndus
executive wing. women tives cultral tries,
members. W ng. posi tions.

Kinship

Felation 1, 2. 3, 4. N &. 7. 3.
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TABLE 8.2a ASSOC! ATI QN BETVEEN | NDEPENDENT var1BLES (28)
ANC PERCEPTI ON OF WOMEN RESPONDENTS (DEPENDENT ARIBLES)
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aeebers, n18g. wing. positipns, tutral strial
Faaily
Attributes 1. z. 1, r's £ 5. 7. =
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Huehand's (&) R.9% ~§. 24 1,084 -2, 46 -¢. 78 -2.4E g.8: -B.8E
education 48 188 4 1,2% 1.12 g.73% 1,82 2% BB
iTF B.S3 1.1B 1} 2.22¢ 1,22 £.3 B.24 2.22
Hushands  (RD) 8,17 -g. 17 g.i! g.3: §.42 1,25 .17 8.
ecsnamic 5B} 1LB7 g.22 1,2 f.12 S {43 g4 8,85
statps T g.1e g.53 g8 et .= g.83 .65 R4
Recidenre (RD)- 1,43 -1.i% 8,1 - g.28 §.34 B.58 -2.27 -8.13
after {8E; @.72 B.14 8.83 B.78 k.58 {2 g.17 B.cB
Karriage R T ) 11 §.78 B.i{g 8.3 £.LE il f.27 .21
1
t = 17 0.F &t B.80 = Z.&148
g.0% = L.97
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TABLE §:3a ASSOCI ATION BETWEEN FAMLY ATTRIBUTES I NDEPENDENT VAR ABLES)
WITH THE PERCEPTION CF WOMEN RESFONDENTS(DEPENDENT VARIABLE!

Perception SC B.L  Agri Indus-  Status Caste Influence Type =

en fe cultural trial of conven-zf caste  leader
pincrities, ST Labour. workers. wozen. tions. conventien. Ship
Fasily
fttributes 1, 7. 3. 4, 5. b. 7. 8, 9.
(RC} B.16 ° -1.35 -1.3% R.47 2.28 857 g9 0% -§.1%
Fanily {CEY B.94 .5 1.4 LR .75 g.8! 247 B4 .23
type i1 f.2¢  1.47 R.9% B.43 .37 BT B BB L
(R0 &4 g.48 1Bl -2t -g.28  -B.bE g2 R_I7 2.2
Family {8EY 867 .73 1.5 Q.BL 2.48 L85 B3R .34 £.27
rount (T B7S f.40 1.3 1.4 3T 1,84 BB 188 1.
{FL) B.i4 £.Bc -2, g.2: g.84 B.gc -B.RL 4,32 .27
Hushand's  {SE} B.89 B.1& 2.5 B.1! g.85  B.BF 2.5 M B.E2
Eduration ) 1.3 .59 §7 B3 p.52 B.5& §.27 £.4% N 3 |
Hishzind s (R0 ~1.18 .11 B2 -RVS -1,18 B33 YA P g.87
Ecosepic {SE) B.08 2,72 .15 L.Bf pi8 28F  £38 8. .27
Status (Ty 477 B % 2.9! £,95  B.67 £.45 L3 .12
Readente &0 a8 9.0 -2.48 -0.59 . -e.48 8.7 .24 RN .29
sfipr IGEy P.bn B.3F B.7E B.58 B4t f.44 8.8 .17 g.te
Marriage Ty B9 e 4,1 L1 488 Ly RS2 L14 1.66
a
=17 O.F st .01 = Z.8i00
e.25 = 1,978,



TABLE §:4  ASBOCIATION BETWEEN POLITICAL ATIRIBUTES 1JXDEPENDEX? VARIABLES)
NITH THE PERCEPTION OF Jﬂ.'IEI IE‘E NIENTS (DEPENDENT VARIABLEL

A il o R e iy e e e s, 2o gt il - J i

Responsibility Fun:tinni Inportance Present Inhmtld ﬂut}itus DEVEL DPAEXT
of exscutive of woaens of wonen’s politics activity wrecutive Mgri  Imdus

asbers, wing. King. pesitions. rxltral trial
Political
pttributes 1. 2, 3. L - b. [ i
Potitical {RC) .37 LM 8.29 .17 LIS 4 LB 133
Experience (SE) 0.24 i.n 528 .25 L1& .34 &5 .2
{as student) (1] 1.0R 1. a.98 L. .28 13 283
Political {RC) B.83 .2 2.0 B.88 -B.B4 4.4 LB L
influpnce from {S€) B.84 g.02 8.0 3.8 LR L85 LU LB
relatives (1 B.8Y 8.73 827 B.14 1.5 2,538 LT L2
Previous eeaber (RC} -E.81 B84 -0.41 4.8 4,37 1.9 -h12  -4LS
sezbership frow (SE) 3.83 .49 4.18 3.81 2.58 5.6 &8 ez
pther party {1} B22 1.1 £.18 1,28 1.7% .38 L% 1.5
Previgus {RL: 2.84 8.1E -1.23 2.8 4.7 ~3.88 -4 5.4}
anlitical (82) Z.1B E.42 2.42 2.2 1.4 2.92 L3 1.7%
&XEDEFRALE {7} 8.42 8.54 e.52 1.83 [ 1.22 LN .27
Palitical {RCY 1,58 -0.18 8.9 f.48 N4 1.3 .28 1.28
experience with-(SE) 8.5 e.ls B3 £.59 238 L7E I3 W
in the party (1) 2.45t 1.54 1.87 2,368 837 L Ly AN
Party {RC; -2.38 a.88 -&.34 -8.84 £.11 0.15 -L.1 .13
gesition {SE) 8.15 h.22 §.17 &6 LIS a1 LB L2

{1} 2.0 2.26 1.9 2% 1.43 .77 145 1.1
Party [RC1 2.2 (A H B.27 1.2 3.24 7Y L3 L2
Leadership {5E) B.2% B84 .73 §.22 513 1.3 .85 :.13

'.T} i.?ﬁ l-:ﬁ 1-:.' 'a‘i l!i“ 2-‘5‘ l-n I-S'
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TABLE 8.4a ASSOCIATIOM BE.NEEN POLITI CAL ATTRIBUTES (I NDEPENDENT VARI ABLES) KITH
THE PERCEPTI ON CF VOVEN RESPONDENTS (DEPENDENT VARI ABLE)

Perception S.C BC Agri Indus-  Status Caste Influence Type of

on & cultural trial of  CGwen- of caste  leader-
iincrities. ST Labour. workers. women. tions. conventiss. Ship.
Ppiitical
Attributes 1. . L 4, 5. b, 1. g, g,

7 g e R B —_— . —————

Folitical (RE} -R.8%  0.38 -B.22 -¢.04 g.8c -2.92 -R.iE g5 -2
experience (5B} 9.13 0.3 0.B7 ¢.17 §.12  &.13 0.%7 B.2: .85
{as student!. (T} Q.68 1.9 9.94 0.23 .17 Rib g.24 2.72 g.76

Political  {RD) -R.B!  -B.8% 2,88 o.i¢ e.p2 2.8 g.0 . Bl e.0e
influnce from{St} Q.82 @82 B.84 8.03 p.22  RE B.1¢ e.2! g.i!
relativis, i1 BB6 137 8.1 1.8 g.2: BB §.13 1,83 B.i5
2,11

Frevigus iREY -p.B% -8 LB 1.48  -B.§7 8.87 2.3 2.78
serbershiz  (5E) 2.3 2.5 .87 L.47 .05 I .23 1,15 R.32
% other (T BB BB4 R.50  1.ET e.? 8. % 2,42 g, 42 2,35t

party.

Frevipus BT 1,31 1,32 -&.8% -1,68 -R.4  £.5% HE B .7k

pelitical {SE} £33 14 2 1.8 1.16 {22 £.7Y €, 4k £.5
1.84 8.57

exwperience, (T} B,%% 8.1 837 .99 B33 LY . 1.6%
Politiral  (RD) -B.BS 0.5 -1.46 B.4% Y -g.1E -BAE R.90 8.23  -2.17
experience {55 B.IT B.39 B.E1 .43 2.3t B34 B.E9 .18 .14
within dhe 4T3 RIS 142 ,IM L .3 1.4 i.98 t.2% 1.24
party,

(RC: B -B.27 8.87 -B.18  -ELM 2.4 -3.E! 2.483 827
Party (56} E.8% B.1E £.16 B.12  g.B2 &B9 BB 2.24 E.B:
zneition, (T 1,71 2,861 041 o084 8.5 L& B3 6.8 8.3

Party RC) B -2.7 017 BB R -8R BB g -2 e:
Leafership, {55! .13 B.05 B0 B37 g2 833 BT 6.8 §.8¢
7Y OBAE LS RTT BT R fle A £.77 0.78
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TABLE 8.! CO«ELATION MARIX ON SOO O ECONCH C FACTORS (I NDEPENDENT VARI ABLES).

Party Party Place Mrital Residence Residence Marriage Nusber
position |eadership Age of status hefore after  caste type of
posi tion birth garriage sarriage children
1. 2. 3 4 B, 6. 1. 8. 9. 18.
1, Party L.oBE  0.235 B.173 1,172 0.48308 €877 B.3768¢ 8,240 0.is6  R.3%EQ
pesition
2, Party 1,008 0.229 #.215 0.212  9.185 §. 22! £.975 1.8l B.178
leaders®in nasitine
3. hge 1LO00 .17 B.I18 B.065 8035 B3 eI RSP
¢, Place of Birth 1.08¢ 0.1e8 -g.2z% B.I25  @,i65 B2 B.B3!
5. Marital statas 1,488 @.268 B.337%  &.242 ¢.197 B.I7&88
6. Residence before marriage 1,082 £.298  R.18%  E.BE £.222
7. Residence after marriage .80 B3 LISS #.23¢
§. Easte 1.80¢  B.214 f.138
5. Marriage type i.0e2 e.887
-2.144

12. Nugher af {hildern

oS of roreiatien  D.F.55. £.273 (E.25 levelil
Table value @.354 (8.8! levelllt



TARLE 8.5a CORELATION MATRIX ON SOCI10-ECOMOMIC FACTORS £IHDEP£H5EHT VARIBLES!
Age of Educ  Occu- Number Nusber Father Father's Fithir s Type Family
¢hild ation pa  of bro of sis educa econosic farily of coent
ren drsi tion thers ters tion  statys  rount fanily

o e o e L e e e e

1. 12 3. . 15, 1., 17, 18, t9. .

- i i ke

11. Age of 1.0b8 -0.1)04 -8.855 8,158 -8.117 ~2.082 -0.B52 -8. E?ﬁ -2.14% -, 185
thiidren.

12. Education, t.822 0,237 0.1EE @.177 0.307 8.865 -B.836  -R.A17 -P.0M4
4]
13, Occupation, 1082 8,414 9,221 90.197 0129 0838 -2.BAB £.284
i%. Nusher of brothers, 1,888 ©.88C -0.265 -8.138 -R.B3F  -R.EXC .8
15, Nukter of sisters. 1,088 0.19: 0.238 -0.807 £.17¢ 8.125
it. Father's edocatisn. 1,002 E.E#:I-E,EEQ §.092 B.147
17, Father's econoe statss. {.06E -2.250  B.139 0.847
ig, Father’'s fasily coumi i.882  -%.B27 -6.Qe2
19, Type of fasily, - - 1,028 4,242
2§, Faeily count. 100t

-

-
. - e e P A e e e - P e e i S

coe of corelation 0.F.55. B.Z73 {B.BS ievelll
Table value &.354 (B.Bf levellld




toe of corelation

21,

23.
24,
25,
26.
21,
28.
29.
30,

D.F. 0.273 (0.05 Level)*

Hishand Hushand Mother Mother's

edu economic eduy

cation status cation status

21. 2. 23. 24,
Hisband's 1.000  0.654#%0.230 0.011
education
Hushand' s 1.000 0.125 0.048

econom ¢ status
Mother' s educati on 1.000 0.043
Mother's economic status 1.000
Political Influence

Political Experience

Previous membership in other party
Previous political experience

Political experinece as student

Performance during el ection

Political Pre  Pre
ence ience ship
5. 26. 27. 28

0.022 0.044 -p,030 0.039

0.047 -0.044 -0.023 0.085

0.029 0.09% 0.131 -0.16
0.144 -p.024 0.054 0.070
1000 0.033 0.041 0.021
1.000 0.044 -0.030

1.000 -0,055

1.000

Tabl e Value 0.354 (0.01 Level ) **

TABLE 8.5b  CORELATI ON HATRI X ON Soc10-EconomMiC FACTORS (| NDEPENDENT VA<IABLES)

Political Performance
economic influ exper member poli experience during
ticalas student Election

29.

-0.005

-0.1%

0. 139

0.109

-0.113

0.135

-0.053

-0.055

1'm

30.

-0.202

0.012

-0.151

0.022

-0.020

-0.120

0.038

-0.053

.Olm



TABLE B.5c  CORELATION MATRIX AVONG THE DEPENDENT VAR ABLE (PERCEPTION & PERFORVANCE)

Perforeance Deci- Party Party Colle- Visits Sources Contribution Respans  Functions
of the mesbers sions ldeoc- acti- ctioneplocal of eex toreligious ipilites of wosens
in the executive logy vity funds areas enditure institutes  of ex see i
3. i, 3.8, k- TR T 1 38. 8. .
H, Perioreance  |.900 B.24b6  £.195 B.851 E.15E -B.12 -D.829 £.097 .0 g.212

of the members
in the exerutive.

i Decisions, 1.B0E  B.B45 R.195 6010 BB -R.123  -0.829 997 8.
S Party ideslogy t.282 -8.tht R.8%% -2.19 B.1S ¢.812 g8 -2.184
H. “arty activity 1.808 #8.27% B.1% B.137 -2.817 -3.872 £.829
%o Deltection of funds. L.eet B B2 IR b7 . B.BED
%, Visits to local ereas. 1.88 -B.5521 .87 §.222 B.258
. Sources of expenditures. f.ee2  -B.A7E LY -1.08 -B.0E
¥. Contridution to religioes institutes. L.eae basle BN
o . W B
Furction of women's wing. 1.00¢

_________________

toe of corelatior B §.55, 8,273 {8.85 jevellt Table valee €.354 (B.0. level)tl



TABLE B.5d CORELATION MATRIX ANDNS THE DEPENDENT YARIAELES {PERCEFTION § PERFORNANCE)

s o e A g e N e -
e e it Tl L T S
- —— W ol

Inportance Present Aoty of Olty of  Agricul Infus  sinp 5.0 Rgricul
of wosens  politics interest executive twral  trial  rities ¢  B.0°S tursl
wing. position  develop dewelcp 5.1'8 1abour,

sent. sent,

- L e -~

L} 42, 43, 4, 4. 4t &7, 48, ¥, Sk

— e v e e B N e g e ol e ol g B B e W e

J— PR — ——
P — - - o o e e

S e . e e g e A —

AL, Ieportance of 1080 -R.250 BBk 6200 Ea7A 0.850 B35 BN -0 015
woaens wiRg.

2. $resent poiitics, 1,880 B.227 P 2T2 -2.844 2407 -R.M R.BE7  B.1EMME 8132
8. Artivity of irterest, 1.0 g.154 -.23%  -B.RIE B.B2E 1,149 R.BA RIS
113
4. Gualities of exerutives. 1 = <2595 277918 -R,32% -B.4ERYE BRI 0,835
49, Aoricultural developrent. 1,008 B.ITOE  B.@5% E.18 RIS -0.117
%, lndustria! gevelopsent. 1082 B.256 R.2EE B.BLG B IB&S
V. Nincrities. 1,888 €.6288% 2,151 0.1
€. 5.0, + 5.1'¢ 1.082  2.028  €.9%9
4. B.0'S 188 2.3
a8, Agrirultural labgur, R

L T PE————————e— AR Y YR D L B AR A R
T R A P e W ke e
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TABLE 8.5 CORELATION NATAIZ ANONG THE DEPENDENT WARTABLES
{FERCEPTION & PERFORMANCE}

workers  Status Ciste Influesce’ type of -
in of conve of caste  leader
industry  womms ation conveotion ship

ol 52. B 5.

5i. Workers 1,888 8157 A6 021 .87
in
industry,

52. Status of wosen. 1.8 -5.13% -0.135 .05

53. Caste conventions. 1.0 B.5%55t  &.i71
54, Influence of tasie convertions. i.00 §.12%
55, Type of leadership, 1,688

=

toe pé Corelation D.F.533. L.273H0.EE lgvllll
Tabie value B,354(0.81 levellt
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CHAPTER-IX

HINDRANCES TO WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP



Women in general are insignificant in politics and only a
limted number of public offices are filled and limted roles are
held by wonen in the party |eadership positions too. Wnen's
representation in nunbers is much lower than their participation.
In the opinion of Usha Mehta and Usha Thakkar, 'VWnen are
discrirainated against in the selection of party candidates', (1)
“Subordination i ssue of wonen's role is to be enquired ' says Veen
Magumdar.(2) In the opinion of Susam J.Carrol, Wwnen are being
recruited in low prestige position and not in high prestige

offices. (3)

Vicky Randall in 'wonen In Politics”, states that wonen
assune | eadership roles only when nen folk are too denoralised. (4)
what ever be the area of study about wonen, participation of wonen
s discouraging and the sane is true in the party positions in
general and party |eadership positions in Andhra Pradesh too . Sone
questions that deserve consideration about the study are why wonen
are not able to hold | eadership positions? Wy wonen are few in
the party positions? What are the constraints for these wonen?
Vicky Pandall, referring to wonen politicians, points out that
socialisation is the nmain constraint. The problens confronting
wonen in politics have been attributed chiefly to tension ascribed
and achieved status created by fenale socialiation. G thens and
Prestige referring to Arerican wonen in politics have pointed out

that wonen politicians adopt amateur rather than professional

political styles. (5)
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In the opinion of Pai and Arun Sud, wonen are statistical
rarities and their status can be expl ai ned I n terns of
specialisation that assigns household chores to them A snall
nunber of wonen of exceptional ability do find their way into
active politics, though their entry in this field is fairly a
recent phenomenon.(6) Nona d azer states that the fate of wonen

has al ways been tied to the organisation of the famly.(7)

The above views reveal that wonen in general have
soci ol ogical constraint to political participation and to hold
political |eadership positions. Consequently, wonmen participate
less in politics. In the present study, the respondents were asked
to nention the constraints to wonen's |eadership in political
parties and nultiple responses are not ed. The followng are the
details : 1) As per table 9.1, the first constraint is the negative
I nfluence of traditional society. Usually traditions are forned
fromreligious and social custons. It is obvious fromthe table 9.1
that 50% of the respondents of C.P.M and 33% of T.D.P wonen noted
this constraint. In this respect interestingly Thara Reddy of
C.P.I. and N.F.I.W says that even the political parties are
organised with in the fold of Indian social systemand the result
Is the lack of institutional support. This is specially enphasized
by Chandra Rajeswara Rao |l eader of C P.|I al so. Prem Pavani and

Ravi Bharat hi have thought on the sane |ines. (8)
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The second constraint is patriarchal domnation. Wnen
are nade subord’‘nates as they are nade to think that they need the
permssion of male nenbers of the famly and that wth out the
cooperation of male nenbers wonen cannot cone out and hold
| eadership positions. The table shows that 100% of the CP.I.ML.
respondents supported this statenent and nore than 50% of each of
the other parties under study favoured the statenent. |n support of
the argunent Sandhya Rani of C P.I.ML says that patriarchy 1is a
hurdle to the devel opnment of wonen. This obstacle is also observed
by Thara Reddy of National Federation of Indian wonen. Y. Seetha
Devi of T.D. P Justice Gopal Rao Ekbot and Chandra Rajeswara Rao the

| eader of C.P.I°.(89) The third constraint is |low econonm c status,

Pasya Padma, secretary wonen's wing of CP.I states that wonen's
economc status is considered as a nyth'. The property right
approved on the floor of Assenbly and granted to wonen of Andhra
Pradesh is confined to a large extent, only to paper. A good nunber
of wonen enpl oyees do not have independence to spend their own
earnings. This situation may be attri buted to t he mal e
chauvinism (10) It is also obvious fromthe table 9.1 that 80% of
the respondents of CP.I.ML stated that this constraint is really
one of the major. A large nunber of the C P.I respondents also held
simlar views. |In support of these views ,Balgopal, The secretary
of A.P.civil liberties commttee, says that |ack of economic
status to wonen is a predicanent to their leadership.(11) Avula
Jaya Prada an activist and Sugunamani forner secretary of Andhra
mahila sabha al so enphasised on this. In the words of Sugunamani

"wormen cannot carry on in politics, which is shaped by noney"(12)
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Putting it in a different way Juluri Jamuna says financial

stability is needed lor political |eadership. (13)

Anot her practical constraint isS ‘non-cooperation fromthe
famly nenbers'. This statenent is supported by 38%to 73% of the
respondents fromall parties Chandra Rajeswara Rao, forner general
secretary of CP.1 states that wonen in politics are not supported
by other nenbers of the famly and also by the party, reluctance of
party nmenbers to recruit wonen in to party |eadership positions is
itself a big predicanent.(14) Responsibility of rearing children

also cones in the way of assumng |eadership positions by wonen

especially young wonen. In the opinion of fem ni sts, t he
responsibility is to be shared by both nen and wonen . From the
table 9.1 , it is interesting to note that less than 31% of wonen
in the sanples stated this as a constraint. A general conplaint

from the respondents is that character assassination is an

i nmportant hurdle to wonen politicians. Eeti Vijaya Laxmi says that

"we  wonen | egislators face the pr obl em of char act er
assassination”. \Wnen show political apathy due to this constraint
says Rajyamu Simha an activist. Indira Naidu of B.J.P and Dr.

Jayamma of T.D.P hold the sane opinion and 25% of the respondents
of Congress and 30% of T.D P expressed strong resentnent in this
regard. It is interesting to note that this constraint is stated
only by the non communi st respondents in sanple. Lack of self
assertion is noted as an obstacle T.Savitri of A.P Manila Samakhya
and Rajyam S nha expressed about it.(16) Besides the above

constraints, role conflict is also coomon. In the opinion of Joni
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Lovenduski, donestic roles inhibit women from seeking political

prom nence. (17) In the present study, role conflicts of respondents
as a restraint is examined. It is obvious fromtable 9.2 & 9.3 that
80%of C.P.I.M.L wonen do not feel role conflicts and interestingly
donestic work is shared both by nale and female nenbers of the
party. Added to that <children's responsibility is not taken by
them as the nearest relatives take up that responsibility. To
avoid role conflict the respondents say that they adjust the work
at home. About 72% of Congress respondents expressed that, they
have to adjust the work at home. Above all lack of adequate
education is a prominent hurdle for wonen politicians. [|If wonen
have to take greater role in politics, initiative and courage are
considered as inportant traits. Veena Majumdar is of the opinion
that wonen are not having proportionate |eadership positions and
it is noted that wonen are treated only as instrunments of canpaign.

The respondents have given several useful suggestions for inproving
the status of wonen in politics in general and political parties in
particular. The following are the details of suggestions for
strengt hening wonen's wings and political parties. B.V.Vijya Laxmi
convnor of A.P.W.W.A of A.I.T.0.C says, wonen |leadershipis to be
increased for the inprovenent of wonen's political st at us
quantitatively and qualitatively. Mny respondents stressed that39%
reservation is good because it gives |eadership to a certain
extent. Anong the respondents, who supported reservations include,
Dr Kal pana Devi ex M.P, M.V. Prabhavathy of Congress, Aruna Jothi

of B.J.P and Chandra Rajeswara Rao, Leader of C P.I.
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Political parties support 1is essential fact or for
| nproving wonen's | eadership. Political parties should allot nore
| eadership position. Hargopal, an academc and an activist of
A P.CL C suggests the need for reorganisation of political
parties. Sone respondents suggested that inportant portfolios are
to be given to wonen. Sahana Pradhan, a nenber of communist party
in Nepal at the tinme of interview by the witer at mysore stressed
that inportant portfolios are to be assigned to wonen, as power
and position strengthens wonen's | eadership. Rama Rao,General
secretary of B.J.Pis of the opinion that several social and
political institutions' support and encouragenent are needed to
| nprove women’s | eadership. Venkayya Nadiu B.J.P is very confident
of wonen's participation in political parties and says that it 1is

only encouragenent which is very nuch needed'.

Peopl es organi sation and peoples novenents would give

forth wonen's enpowernent and increase of wonen's | eadership, says

Bal agopal of A P.C L.C

P.Aruna of C.I.T.U opines that wonen's wngs should
intensify wonen's novenent to achieve particular objectives and
general inprovenent of |eadership anong wonen. V. Sandhya Rani of

C.P.1.M.L and Suguna man of Andhra Manila Sabha also support this

view.

Volga, a fanous femnist points out that all wonen's
organi sations should work together for solving wonen's probl ens and

| ook after wonen devel opnent in various ways.
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A women’'s awareness generation s very essential for
preparing worren to involve thenselves in politics, Ravi Bharathi,
says awareness generation is concern of political parties. putting
it indifferent way. P.Santha Reddy, B.J.P says , self awareness is

the need of the day and interestingly Sumathi Reddy of T.D P also

suggests on the sane |ines.

Stressing the initiation as the part of wonen, Thalluri
Suguna, convener of Lakshm Pavaravati Fans Associ ation, says that

wonen should cone out of their shells to take up and positions.

Asi ya Khattoon of Congress suggests that wonen should

acqui re econom ¢ i ndependence as a foundation for their political

stand and | eader shi p.

Vimala Farooqui of C P.I enphasises on a change of out
| ook and adds nen should tolerate and not to humliate wonen.
Mani konda Suryavathi of C.P.M also stress on the need for

bpsychological change on the part of nen and wonen for wonen's

| eader shi p.
Rajyam Sinha an activist suggest s t hat wonen' s

potentialities are to be recogni sed.

“Women s education would bring a change in the position

of wonen in polities”~ says M.Padma Sri of C.I.T.U.
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Jupudl Hymavathi of B.J.P, stresses on the need for self
discipline for wonen to get pronotion to |eadership positions.

T.N.Sadalaxmi al SO expresses same Opi hi on.

‘Democratic consciousness on the part of wonen I S
essential for getting opportunities in the politics” says

Hargopal(A.P.C.L.C).

An optimstic view is expressed by KRaroa of P.O.W,To her
wonen woul d definitely bring social change. “If opportunities are
given, they prove their capabilities' says Venkayya Nadiu, Renuka

Choudari is also of the sane opinion.

Nanduri Prasad Rao of C.P.M. says 'wonen's nenbership and
worren's activity through wonen's wings of the political parties

woul d pronote wonen's | eadership'.

Dr.chiranjeevini kumari A.P.Mahila Samakhyya says 'the
activities of wonen's wi ngs are not autononous and their activities
being curtailed resulting in wonen occupying |ess |eadership

posi tions'.

"Roll conflict could be overcone by, shorting donestic
responsibility and that would result in wonen's |eadership', says

Chandra Rajeswara Rao of C P. 1.
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These above constraints to wonen's |leadership and the
suggesti ons made by (the opinions of) the respondents relating to
the status of women in politics, help one to identify the inportant
suggestions which are as follows: Firstly wonen wings of Political
parties are to be organised as the training grounds. Al the
parties have their wonen's wings either enphasizing its ideol ogy or
as for getting support, pronotion of Public relations, denocratic
consciousness and self discipline. Secondly wonen's | eadership can
be increased providing reservation. Thirdly political parties
should allot nore party positions, in spite demand and pressure
fromthe others. It is nmainly through political parties and support
frompolitical parties. VWnen | eadership can be pronoted. Fourthly,
generation of awareness and self awareness is wuseful to pronote
initiation as the part of women to conpete for | eader shi p
positions. Fifthly, wonen's novenent on the one hand and |inking of
wonen's organisations on the other is wuseful to facilitate
enpower nent and to work for the achi evenent of common cause. Lastly
emphasising wonen's education to broaden their vision and to carry
out certain activities on the call of +the hour. So political
parties should understand it to recongnise the parties on the new
lines. Wrking for the integration of wonen in each and every
aspect of party activity and encouraging themto occupy | eadership

positions shoul d be anongst the objectives of political parties.
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TABLE 9:1 CONSTRAINTS TO THE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION - PARTYNISE DISTRIBGTION
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TABLE 912 ROLE CONFILICT ~ OPINIONS BISTRISUTED PARTWISE,
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TABLE 9:3 RESPONSIBILITIES AT HOME - OPINIONS DISTRIBUTED PARTWISE.
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Summi ng Wp:

Soci o- econom ¢ background factors have inpact an wonen's
| eaders in the state of A.P. The general background of wonen
| eaders has shown either nedium or 1lcw scores. S0  general
backwar dness in the soci o-economc background of wonen |eaders is
the cause of less nunber of wonen in the party's |eadership
positions. Anong the different parties, the Congress party has nore
wonen | eaders at the state level party's executive body. Wnen
| eaders are nore active in the age group of 31 an 50 Place of birth
is not a determning factor for wonen's |leadership in general. It
is very obvious that left parties gave inportance to political
education and TDP gives nor e | nportance to educat i onal
qualifications. There is no evidence of occupation as a determ ning
factor. Mst women |eaders do not have specific occupation. The
Kamma caste occupies a significant place in respect of the
nunerical strength of [|eadership positions including those of
wonen. However, as regards wonen's | eadership, caste considerations
have | ess significance in assigning roles. Marital status is the
significant factor for sustaining wonen's |eadership. It ' obvious
fromthe study that wonen w th urban background are nore in hol ding
political | eadership positions. Husband's higher education has
greater inpact an wonen |eaders than parents' education. Marital
status is an influencing factor. H gher economc status of husband
al so becones another factor of influence for wonen's political
| eadership. Wnen I|eaders of left parties got mcre political

experience than those of Congress, TDP and BIJP- Buat |eadership
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positions to women are nore in TDP, Congress and BJP. The influence
of background, traditions and culture are marginal in the
recruitnent of some women | eaders who got into their roles due to
chance or opportunity. Wnen |eaders with clear perception are not
getting higher party positions. Despite their cl ear rol e
perceptions, they seemto have contended to work wth inplicit
interest in higher |eadership positions. Thus assignnent of roles
Is not guided by this factors. It is found that early socialisation
has its inplicit value in perception and the present social
position has its association wth the political | eader shi p
positions of wonen. Political experience is a strong guiding factor
for both perceptions and perfornance of wonen, but the same factor
has not contributed to promction of wonen to higher political
cadres. Though they occupy | ower |evel |eadership positions, their
presence is conspicuous in constituency activities, dealing wth
wonens' problens and in election canpaigns. Wnen are explicitly
active in case of wonen's issues both inside and outside the
| egislatures. Their roles are insignificant in key party roles and
women | eaders condemn corruption and criminalisation of —olitics. A

majority of the wonen |eaders are found to be secular in ¢ | ook.
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SCHEDULE

0l. NAME
02. Party Age: Below 30 31-40
41-50 51 or above
03. Place of Birth Vill age Town Aty Renot e
04. Marital Status Unnarri ed Marri ed
W dow Separ at ed

04. Place of residence during chil dhood

06. Pl ace of residence after narriage

@7. Caste :

08. No. of children: 1 23 4 5
Age groups of children :

09. Education :

Secondary + LLB +
Degree + VBBS +
P.G + B.E. +
Doctorate + CA +
10. Primary Cccupation : (Present)
Teacher Doct or
Lect urer Busi ness
Lawyer Landl ord
House-wi f e Any ot her

11. Previous Qccupation, if any

12. Famly Details :

No.of Brothers: No.of Sisters

Father s Education: Occupation:

Mot her' s Educati on: Occupation:
(b) O Famly Joi nt/ Nucl ear

No.of Menbers in the Famly



13.

14.

15.

16.

Husband's Education : Cccupati on:
Pl ease tell about the political involvement of your parents
and other relatives?
a) Father’'s
b) Mother's
c) Father-in-law s
d) Husband's
e) Paternal or Maternal Uncles'
f) Brother's or Sons'
How | ong have you been a nenber of the party
1-5 years 6-10 years | 1 -15years l6years & nore

Experi ence :

Pl ease detail about the political activities you were involved
in your teen age and 28°s and also the social service

activities?

You are an active |leader at the state level of vyour party or
Mahila Wng. Before being elected to state |evel |eadership,
you must have held party position at different levels. How |ong

have you held each position?

Party Mahi | a W ng

Position Position
Village
Mandal / Di vi si on
District
State

National



1%.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Being a nenber of the executive of the party and Mahila W ng,
you nust have been involved in election work. How did vyou

participate in election preparation process ?

Servi ce

Are you elected to any of the following ? If yea, what

position did you occupy ?
Local Bodi es

State Legislature

Par | i ament

Any O her

How often you neet your constituents or people of your area?
a) Once in a Month b) Once in 6 nonths

c) Once in a Year d) 5-10 tines in a year

In the last 5 years

a) How did the party nenbers react in t he executives

comm ttees?
b) How did you react at the tinme of party policy formation ?

c) How did you react when the issues of national I nt egration

are in clash with party ideology ?
What will be your activities between el ections.

What will you do for fund raising ?



23. How often have vyou travellad in the state outside your

constituencies and your native areas ?

a) Once in a nonth b) Once in a year

c) Once in five years d) Twice or nore tines in five

years

24. Gven the limted funds available to the party, how do you go

to various areas to education and nobilise people ?

25. What is your contribution as a Mnister ?

(Policy formulation, cabinet discussions, constituency service

etc.)

26. As one who is interested in pronoting the cause of wonen, you
must have done sone service (as a student, as a synpathiser
etc.) even before your taking up party activities. My | know
sonet hi ng about this ?

27. | would like to know your responsibilities as a nenber of State

Executive of the party/ State Wmnmen's Wng/ city Secretary/

| egi sl at or.
28. Are you satisfied the way in which the Wnen's Wng of your
party is functioning ? Wiat is the importance of Whnen's Wng ?

29. Please tell your inpressions about present day politics (eg.

gover nnent performance, parties, bureaucracy)

el ecti ons,
I nterest for

know the activities of your

30. | would like to
(mobilising the people)

pronoting the cause of your party

canmpai gn, nedi ation anong nenbers and in the legislature etc.)



31. Wiat qualifications you feel are needed for a nenber of the

state executive of the party/State Wonen's Wng ?

32. | would Iike to know your views on industrial and agricultural

devel opnment in our State.

33. Please tell about your contribution to the follow ng
1. Mbsque devel opnent
2. Christian Conventions

3. Hi ndu Conventions

4. Any other

34.Please tell your opinion on the follow ng sections and probl ens?

a) Mnorities

b) SC & ST's

c) BCs

d) Agricultural Labour
e) Workers in Industry

f) Wnen's Status

35. Caste has becone an inportant factor for party nobilisation and
activities these days.
a) What is your reaction to caste conventi ons.
b) Wiat is the influence of these conventions on party activities
36. Leadership is very inportant to parties. What kind of

Leadership do you think is good ?
a) Single b) G oup c) Collective

37. What are the constraints to Women’s Leadership ?

38. Party activity as you are aware, requires spending a lot of
your tine.



a) Then how do you manage to attend to your responsibilities at
home ?

b) Do you face any role-conflict ?
39. Do you think that the strength of wonmen in the party is
satisfactory ?

If yes, Wy ?
If no, Wy ?

40. \Wat programmes and plans you have in your mnd to increase

wonen's strength in the party ?
41. Any other information which you would like to give.

42. According to you what are the factors that enable you to get

yourself recruited in to party/Mahila W ng.
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Petaily of the vespondents of the main and the contr

olled sampje,

ame Fosition Flace of Date of
CONGRESS FPARTY-MEMEERS s lnterview
1. K.FADMASKI M.F .
2. FPL.RODAVART ERI State Mahila Congress Eié;igiad ?gi?éi;i
4. Mrs. ASIYA EKHATOON Mahila Congress Hyderabad 16!13!?5
j. S. QMﬁ VENEAT RAM REDDY M.L.A Hyderabad 24/18/93
I S. ﬁﬁﬂﬁ ?;UI X Mahila Congrecss Hyderabad 18/05/97
ks l. RHNMHHRQMHEI 1 . Buntur 14/@5/972
7. EETI VIJAYA LAKSHMI Ml & Hyderabsac R7/16/95
B. M. VERA LAKEHMI MINISTER Hyderabad @7/0%/73
2. Fluri BESHUMAMER Mahila Congress V.Fatriam DTI/RESTT
i@, VANGARVEETI RATHNA HUMARI M.L.A Vijayawada 16,85/9%
11. S4AMTA BOVINDA RAJU I.N.T.ULC. Hyderabad  18/1€/97
12, F. SAMANTAKA MaNI ML A Hyderabad 15/@1/53
i3. JULURI JAMUNA Ex. M.F Hyderabad  17/@1/97
14, B.VIJAYA LAKSHMI P.C.O Hyderabad  24/12/67%
15. NANNAPANEMI RAJGEUMARI  M.L.A (Chief Whip) Hyderabad Z1/08/94
&. BADHAM E&MaLA DEVI L.0.0, V.F, E.B.DIST ¥akinada ZB/DL/GT
17. FOTHR&IU RaJvYs LaKSHMI FP.C.C Hyderabad izZ/1Q/5"
18, M.LAKSHMI DEVI Ex. Minicter Hyderatad  12/18/67
17. M.V, FRABHAVATHI F.C.C Hyderabad LI/VE/IT
20. MARY RAVINDERNATH M.L.R Hyderabad  15/1@/97
21. F. DURGA BHAKTYATSALAM Fresident M.Congress Hyderabad 20/04/57
22, ¥.SAVITRI DEYI Ex, M.L.C Eakinada 16/ 05/91
3. MADDALA VENEST RATNAM  Dist M.Congreses Y, Fatnam 2/ Der ST
P4, ELI VARA LAKSHMI Ev. M.L.A T.F.Gudem  L1I/BS/GL
25, GALLA ARUNS KLMARI MJL . A Hyderahad Z/B1/50
Z&. Dr. B. EUTHUHALAMMA Ex.Minister Hyderabad  17/85/97
27 . AFUTHOTA RADHAMMA M.Congress Hyderabad 1?{@5{9;
ZB. E. SARIONI PULLA REDDY Ex.Minister Hyderabad :gxmq;::
25, Dr. HOLA RAJYS LAESHMI Ex President M.Cong. Hyderabad — 12/10/%
ZB. VEENA PASHA V.President m.Cong. Hyderabad 1576757
31. KARREDDULA KAMAL DEVI PP Hyderabac 17718053
=T, CHRISTINE LAZERUS rolo Indian Nomination Hyderabad — 14-10/%.
TELUBY DESAM PARTY-MEMEERS:
33. SRINGINEED SARAEWATHI  Telugu Mahila £l ;g;EE}QT
=4, DAYANA SATYAVATHI Telugu Mahila Elury o e G
S5, PRATHI MANEMMA V.F. Ex.Minister Fenugunca 1. pesst
3&£. MOTHE TRIFUA SUNDGRI Ex.M,Chair Ferson Elury P
%7. CHETTY WABA RAJU Dist. T.Mahila Eluru SSIRE/ ST
%@, TALLURI SUBUNA State T.Mahbila VA ai/@=/9T
39. M. FADMA RANGA State T.Mahila grgegzzé 1780/ F7
4¢. Dr. E. JAYAMMA M.L.A e T Pl
41. K. PRATHIBHA EHARATHI  M.L.A Y nas  Zz/8s/9T
52, RAJANA RAMANI Ex.M.L.A  erapad 25712792
4%. NIRMALA SUMATHID REDDY V.President Hy &er
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M, IMNDIRA Ex Ml LA

FEVURY SEETHA RAMAMMA M.L.A

FADGL A ARUNA M.L..A

CHADUVULA JANAE T BAT Dist. T.Mahkila
SHETE MuMTAT BEGUM Dist. T.Mahila

5. RENURA CHOWDARY M.F

C.V.o LAXMI MADHVA REDDY Sec try, T.Mahila
SAMAEHAT BEGRUM T.N.T.U.C

E. GEETHA VIZDWANATH L.F.Chairman,D.E.C
CHANDRA DAFSHAYINI V., Dist. Exegutive
FooMLBAT LAKSHMI T.Mahila

UFUNUTHAL A FEATNAMALA
T.N. SADA LAESHEMI
G DURGH FRASUNGMEA
YL SANTHA HOUMAR]
VLR EUDHEA

VRS IiHEDDT EASI RATHNAM
GalRaEs FALMS NACGAMGNI
YERNDKD BEETHA DEVI
Lr. T.EALAFANA DEVI
E. RAMI

MACHERLA FADRMATJA

P ey
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FODURLD SANTHA REDDY
YEREARAIY VIJAYALARKEHMI
BRUNA SYOTEI

CHAMARUERT INLIRA NADIU
MUDDANA SARDIINI NAIDU
JUFUDI HYMAVARTHI

MENYAM SUSEELA
FAETIEANDLA USHA RAMI
T. VIJAYA LAKSHMI

VIMALA FRAKASAN

Zé. MNLFLJIHANST LAKEHRT
Fa. BhAanT

T, 6. SAMANTHAKA REDRDY
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79, S FLUNYAVAETHI

Sy . HONDAPALLI DURGA DEVI
£1. N.EJLAESMI DEVAMAA
a2 . C.ARUNA

= MUNNURY FPADMAERI
ga. ALLURT MANMOHNI
s, CHALASANT SARQSINI
Bs. Y. DHARAMARAM

g7. F.HYMAVATHI

ag, kE,SIVAMMA

ge . D.L.PRASANNA

on. TAMMANNA JYOTHI

A - iy
Minister

Y., TWMahile

State Mahila Morcha
State Mahilzs Mercocha
State Mahila Morcha
Ztare Makils Morcha
Ex. Dt BEIF =we comm
Dist.Mshils dorrke
Dist.Mahila Morchas
Corporator

Ex..M.F

State Matilz Morcha
Stats Exsecutive

State Mahile Msroha

Dete of
I1nter view
Hydetrabad 27/04 /9=
Tenallil 17{ﬁé;q3
Hyderabhad 28712793
V. Nagaram 22/BE793
Guntur 177086752
Nellore B7/01/94
Hyderabad 2F/12/9%
Hyderabad 19/1279=
Kakinada 28/046/7/93
C.kE.Feta 17/85/93
Hyderabad 2ELL2/9T
Hyderabad 29/12/7973
Myderabad L2/ BEIGE
Hyderabad 21/7@8/9
Myderabac 12/,84/592
Hyderabad 21784 /97
Hyderabad Z22/BASRT
Hyderabad 22/84/F7
Hydershad 2908797
Warangal 15712/797
Hyderabed 2/ i@/92
Hyderabad 1d718,90
Hyoetrabad 2B/@L/592
Hyderabad 12710/92
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V.Fatnam ey v 1OV AN
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Y. FPASLIFULATI ARUING
4. F,SESHA RATNAN
Wi D.SARADS
6. V. SURDIA
7. L. SWAROOFA RANIT
Y8, MANIKONDE SURYAVATHI
%, T.FRAUHAVETHI
189, EUTHUMEOES EBHARATHI
101, MOTURD UDAYAMA
102 . Dr. E._HEMALATHS
187, CHALABANI VIJAYALAYMI
L., I-MEMEESS
18348, S.o=UEUNS
@5, FAEYS PaDry
186, ERIJRA&NT SDUD
1@7. FOLICHETTI SUEBEALAXMT
1B, R.EATYAYATYHIT
189, K. ¥YS5a0De DEVY
114, VASUFGLL T FRABMAVATHI
111, F.LALITHR REJESKARI
112, BUJJULA saRalLa REYVE
i2. FUPREM FAVANT
14, PLCHIRANIEEVINT HUMORI
115, B,U MIJaYSs PAaRMI
1i6. VAR RANGS RAG
17, T.EH”TTPT DEYVI
112, CHAKDRA RAaS KUMARI
117 . YETEZHSRAF! HAMESHAR]
128, Yalla LAMZHMI
121, J.LAKSHMI SUNDARAMMA
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LECE OF Ccte o+
1ntervieuw
HydErabad EEququ

1. MAJTD  THULIST  DAS Fresident F.C.C
COMSMIMTET FARTY OF _INDIA-C.F.1:

2. CHOKDHA RAJEGHARA RAD G.E. C.F.,I

", FOTIURT NAGESWARA RAD ALT.T.L.D

4. KEAMEG CHANDRA RAD OFFICE Sec C.E.I

=, JANDHYALA ANJANEYES GHORMA C.F.1. Leadsr
COMMUHIST FARIY_OF INDIf MARXIST-C.F.M:

&. NANDURI PRASAD RAQ G.S. C.P.M,

Hyderabad B&/0%5 /9
Hyderabag Z@/@9/92
Myderabad 20,/89/9z
Hyderabad (B/0%/92

Uljayquda*4f8“f A

8. RAMA CHANDRA REDDY
. DL SATHYA NARAY AN

Fresident T.D.F
OFFICE SECRETARY

Hyderabao BL/I1Q/2
Hytierabad 15/13; ?”

Ex.Minister {(now BIF! Hyderabad 1S/18/%2
HHRQ&THIYQ JONATA FARTY-B.J.F3
12, M VYEFNEAYYS NAIDU Fresident A.F Hyderabad B7/1R8/GZ
11, |1i"1-.|r"‘l et .. BUE. Hytderabad BT/ I10B/5C
17, G, WRISHNG REDDY YUVA MORCHS Hyderabad B7/ 187937

CL LT Mk,

1T, LAKGHMI /VIJIAYA

ANDHEA FRADESH CIVIL LIEERTIEZ COMMITTEE

‘4. Frof. HORECFAL Dept OF F.&, H.C.U Hyderabad 18/710/57

1T, Dr. Bal BOFaL G.E. Hyderahad 1&/85/94
COMMITTIEE FOR ANTI ARRALDH MOVEMENT

Rejamundery=H 7 12/97

6. Dr. V.VIJAYS EUMAR COMVERNVER Nellore D& 01,94
JEaNA VIJMANA VEDIKA:

i5. Rr. RAMA DEVI e llore Re/QL /54
12, UUSH& RANT Hzilore A
1%, YaBAaMNTHA P R o7 @94
2%. D.E.PADMINI Nellcre B7/ 21454
1. M.V_CHALAFATHI SECRETARY Nellore  @7/€1/794
7. B.MALYEDRT CECRETARY Kellore N R WS
27, M.VENMMATESHARLU Nellors R7/@1/754
2. E L PARANDHAMAY YR Nellore AT/ BT
25. S.H.JAHT BASHA Nellore  @7/@1/54

FARTICIFANTS IN 6MTI GRRAE MOVEMENT:

Z&H. EAJA RAMATHULLA nellore @Z:E}{Q?
27 . DANDU YAJIRAMM: - Neliller E;{ﬁ_f%:
2. H.EMARTANMAMMA & OTHERS . NEellore nT7olLAS
AGMITHA: (FEMINIET ORGANISSTIONY L
22. VOLG#H B —yder abad 1?[‘; :_
8. VASANTHS HAKMARHIRAM Rycerabal If’::':
1. SANTHI FPRIYA H'-.’;jE-.‘"-:'.‘l:E‘": 15 1w 7
AMNVESHT r (FEMINIGT ORGANISATION) & | i epige
2. KL.LALTITHA Hyserabat - SiET
IE, RAM& MALE KORTE Hygerabad ésr:é}é;
4. K.AJITHA Kycerabad 1477
DTHERE | L emiymaET
=5. RAJYRM SIMHA opsralald <50 2
8. Dro CHIRANJEEVINI EUMaRI  FPRINCIFAL, _ \imads TESRE-ST

IDEAL. COLLEGE, kL ' drﬁ-*”::l- == = R
=7 . BUGUNA MANI ANDHFA MAHILA SAEHR  IHyZErS=ss ce 12757
Se. AWLA JAYA PRADS S.5 & AumantsT  Frderabed Tt
5. EANCHERLA BHUSHANAM ANDHRA MAHILA SAEHA Ryceras
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........... Flace of Date of
I 0t &EFr v e w
a2, Dr . SOPVEM BARADA AMDHAR MAHILA SAEMA Hyderabag 26/1%7/5%
41 . GUFALA KA ERROTE JUSTICE Hyderabad 84/Q5/57
S MIMGLE FaRDDE ] OO T,

Khammar 2 /A4 /97
Ehammam LB BR/GT
Ehammam ZE5/RA/92
Hyderabad 27/1Z2/97

AT, THEEA REDDY C.F. 1.

ad ., RAVI DBHARGTHI WRITER & LECTURER
A%, THNAGS JANSHT Ravl WRITES £ JOURNALIST
44, FHUL REMUD GLIHA Ev.M.F CALDUTTA

Mysore BI/R&/TT
47 . SHOMNA FRA&DHAN ExeM. P NEPAL Myesie RI/BE/TFT
Ay, HAMIGOE HUISESIAN WOMEM ACTIVIST (DAMN Mysore D e
BANCLADESH
45, CHAMLOTTL I. KUMAGRI  FELLOWEHIF (& CHURCH Hyderabad Z@/12/97
| OREANISSTION:
R VLS T1 = 4 =Rl 5 T Fat = § FRESIDENT LIGH S CLUE Tanubu 25 G 5T
Tarmnue E. 2, Dist.



